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Introduction

This book is not a scholarly manual to assist in your Book of Mormon study. It is not a
book of opinions or epiphanies. It is the revelations of the anonymous blog writer Pure
Revelations (PR), written for the purpose of assisting those who will awake and arise.

My hope is that you will develop a relationship with the Lord to where He can personally
show you the same things I have seen. You will probably see much I have not. That is the
beauty of the Heavenly Realm, it is endless and you will never run out of things to learn.

If a fire burns within you to know Jesus Christ personally, to be a witness, and to serve
Him with all your heart, you will rise to the occasion. We come to this world prepared to
perform a mission, and your awakening is part of that journey.

NOTE:

This book was written over the course of a year, and then with the help of volunteers
edited for grammatical errors. The content is from Pure Revelation unless noted
otherwise.

At the end of each chapter is a question and answer portion, as was in the original blog.

Some has been edited to exclude names or unrelated content.

© Pure Revelations, 2021



First Book of Nephi

Lehi’s Second Comforter — 1 Nephi 1:1-20

11, Nephi, having been born of goodly [inspired] parents, therefore I was taught
somewhat in all the learning of my father; and having seen many afflictions in the
course of my days, nevertheless, having been highly favored of the Lord in all my days;
yea, having had a great knowledge of the goodness [revelations] and the mysteries of
God, therefore I make a record of my proceedings in my days. Because Nephi has
experienced great spiritual blessings in his life thus far, including the
ministering of angels and being a witness to many great things, (a prophet,
seer, and revelator,) he writes a record. He gives credit to his parents, his
father, who has taught him much, including how to write, study the
scriptures, and many lessons of life.

2 Yea, I make a record in the language of my father, which consists of the learning of the
Jews and the language of the Egyptians. [Written in the early Demotic Egyptian
style with an emphasis on Hebrew words and symbols. This was taught to
Nephi by his father Lehi who dealt with the Egyptians via trade in his
business. Lehi was both a merchant trader and collector of sacred
writings, by the commission of scribes to copy the sacred temple texts]

3 And I know that the record which I make is true; and I make it with mine own hand;
and I make it according to my knowledge. [Not as a scribe, but by his own
account.]

4 For it came to pass in the commencement of the first year of the reign of Zedekiah,
king of Judah, (my father, Lehi, having dwelt at Jerusalem in all his days); and in that
same year there came many prophets, prophesying unto the people that they must
repent, or the great city Jerusalem must be destroyed. There were indeed many
prophets. Meaning both men and women preaching to the people. These
included Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Huldah, and many others. Also, many false
prophets preaching that they were a righteous people and that the others
were evil for accusing them of such. (Details regarding their stories can be
found in “A Witness of the Temporal Dispensations” pg. 149-154.)

5 Wherefore it came to pass that my father, Lehi, as he went forth [on a business trip
away] prayed unto the Lord, yea, even with all his heart, in behalf of his people.

6 And it came to pass as he prayed unto the Lord, there came a pillar of fire [light] and
dwelt upon a rock before him; [open vision] and he saw and heard much; and because
of the things which he saw and heard he did quake and tremble exceedingly. [He had
received a baptism of fire and a taste of the eternal realm including visions
of coming events.]

7 And it came to pass that he returned to his own house at Jerusalem; and he cast
himself upon his bed, being overcome with the Spirit and the things which he had
seen. [He was still feeling the effects of the change to his spirit and his
vision.]

8 And being thus overcome with the Spirit, he was carried away in a vision, [A full
ascension experience] even that he saw the heavens open, and he thought he saw



God sitting upon his throne, surrounded with numberless concourses of angels in the
attitude of singing and praising their God. [Lehi has his first Second Comforter
experience. It was tangible, but in the Spirit. He sees God from a distance.]
9 And it came to pass that he saw One descending out of the midst of heaven, and he
beheld that his luster was above that of the sun at noon-day. [A vision of the coming
Christ, condescending among the House of Israel.]

10 And he also saw twelve others following him, and their brightness did exceed that of
the stars in the firmament. [The great Apostles that were chosen from before
the world.]

11 And they came down and went forth upon the face of the earth; and the first came and
stood before my father, and gave unto him a book, and bade him that he should

read. [The Lord presents to him his calling and election made sure.]

12 And it came to pass that as he read, he was filled with the Spirit of the Lord. [The
spirit of Prophecy]

13 And he read, saying: Wo, wo, unto Jerusalem, for I have seen thine abominations!
Yea, and many things did my father read concerning Jerusalem—that it should be
destroyed, and the inhabitants thereof; many should perish by the sword, and many
should be carried away captive into Babylon.

14 And it came to pass that when my father had read and seen many great and
marvelous things, he did exclaim many things unto the Lord; such as: Great and
marvelous are thy works, O Lord God Almighty! Thy throne is high in the heavens, and
thy power, and goodness, and mercy are over all the inhabitants of the earth; and,
because thou art merciful, thou wilt not suffer those who come unto thee that they shall
perish! [An act of praise amongst the Angels of God who worship at the
Throne.]

15 And after this manner was the language of my father in the praising of his God; for
his soul did rejoice, and his whole heart was filled, [filled with light, clean in the
presence of the Lord] because of the things which he had seen, yea, which the Lord
had shown unto him.

16 And now I, Nephi, do not make a full account of the things which my father hath
written, for he hath written many things which he saw in visions and in dreams; and he
also hath written many things which he prophesied and spake unto his children, of
which I shall not make a full account. [The writings of Lehi were vast, many
volumes. Mostly concerning things he had seen regarding the Heavenly
Realm and the destiny of the House of Israel.]

17 But I shall make an account of my proceedings in my days. Behold, I make an
abridgment of the record of my father, upon plates which I have made with mine own
hands; wherefore, after I have abridged the record of my father then will I make an
account of mine own life. (Details regarding this abridgment are included in “A
Witness of the Temporal Dispensations” pg. 157)

18 Therefore, I would that ye should know, that after the Lord had shown so many
marvelous things unto my father, Lehi, yea, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem,
behold he went forth among the people, and began to prophesy and to declare unto
them concerning the things which he had both seen and heard.

19 And it came to pass that the Jews did mock him because of the things which he
testified of them; for he truly testified of their wickedness and their abominations; and
he testified that the things which he saw and heard, and also the things which he read in



the book,[his prophetic assignment] manifested plainly of the coming of a Messiah,
and also the redemption of the world.

20 And when the Jews heard these things they were angry with him; yea, even as with
the prophets of old, whom they had cast out, and stoned, and slain; and they also sought
his life, that they might take it away. [Those who preached against the Jews were
considered political enemies and there were assassins sent by those in
power to have them Kkilled.] But behold, I, Nephi, will show unto you that the tender
mercies of the Lord are over all those whom he hath chosen, because of their faith, to
make them mighty even unto the power of deliverance. [Many are Called (receive
Christ), yet few are Chosen, which is a reference to 4th estate servants who
have exercised great faith in the world. They are delivered from the
Adversary in their elected callings to perform a great work in the name of
the Lord. Nephi will use his writing to demonstrate how this occurred
during his life.]

Questions and Comments:

Please keep it coming! Man it tastes good. I feel like a kid in the spiritual candy shop
with what you’ve shared. It resonates of truth and motivates greater faith in Christ for
me! Excited to learn more about the details of Nephi’s ascension. Truly the strength of
his position in regards to his convictions in our great Lord Jesus went way beyond being
a member of a true institution. Rather, it came from his own redemption and personal
tangible experience through and with our Savior! His fervor and convictions / first hand
witness for Christ “our all” and his clear invitation to like wise receive— is profound and
most beautiful for me. 2 Nephi 25: But behold, I, Nephi, have not taught my children
after the manner of the Jews; but behold, I, of myself, have dwelt at Jerusalem,
wherefore I know concerning the regions round about; and I have made mention unto
my children concerning the judgments of God, which hath come to pass among the
Jews, unto my children, according to all that which Isaiah hath spoken, and I do not
write them.

7 But behold, I proceed with mine own prophecy, according to my plainness; in the
which I know that no man can err; nevertheless, in the days that the prophecies of Isaiah
shall be fulfilled men shall know of a surety, at the times when they shall come to pass.

8 Wherefore, they are of worth unto the children of men, and he that supposeth that
they are not, unto them will I speak particularly, and confine the words unto mine own
people; for I know that they shall be of great worth unto them in the last days; for in that
day shall they understand them; wherefore, for their good have I written them.

9 And as one generation hath been destroyed among the Jews because of iniquity,
even so have they been destroyed from generation to generation according to their
iniquities; and never hath any of them been destroyed save it were foretold them by the
prophets of the Lord.

10 Wherefore, it hath been told them concerning the destruction which should come
upon them, immediately after my father left Jerusalem; nevertheless, they hardened
their hearts; and according to my prophecy they have been destroyed, save it be those
which are carried away captive into Babylon.

11 And now this I speak because of the spirit which is in me. And notwithstanding they
have been carried away they shall return again, and possess the land of Jerusalem,;



wherefore, they shall be restored again to the land of their inheritance.

12 But, behold, they shall have wars, and rumors of wars; and when the day cometh
that the Only Begotten of the Father, yea, even the Father of heaven and of earth, shall
manifest himself unto them in the flesh, behold, they will reject him, because of their
iniquities, and the hardness of their hearts, and the stiffness of their necks.

13 Behold, they will crucify him; and after he is laid in a sepulchre for the space of
three days he shall rise from the dead, with healing in his wings; and all those who shall
believe on his name shall be saved in the kingdom of God. Wherefore, my soul
delighteth to prophesy concerning him, for I have seen his day, and my heart doth
magnify his holy name... ...we are made alive in Christ because of our faith; yet we keep
the law because of the commandments.

26 And we talk of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy of
Christ, and we write according to our prophecies, that our children may know to what
source they may look for a remission of their sins... 29 And now behold, I say unto you
that the right way is to believe in Christ, and deny him not; and Christ is the Holy One of
Israel; wherefore ye must bow down before him, and worship him with all your might,
mind, and strength, and your whole soul; and if ye do this ye shall in nowise be cast
out. [How often I have sat in a Gospel Doctrine class and wished to expound
what the Lord has shown me only to have the Spirit shut my mouth. I am
grateful the Lord is allowing me to do this.]

Will you be doing this for the entire BoM? [Yes, I think so. PR]

A few years ago my husband and I were talking about 1st Nephi chapter 1. He shared his
thoughts about what “goodly” meant based on what he had learned. He said that Lehi
had some wealth and was therefore likely able to pay a tutor or teacher to instruct his
children “in the learning of [his] father.” The wealth also can be assumed because Lehi
traveled to Egypt and had learned about the language and customs there. Also, Nephi
and his brothers gathered their belongings to hopefully pay Laban for the brass plates.
So, goodly can also be considered to mean “wealthy,” or of considerable status,
reputation, and monetary belongings. [My understanding was that they followed
the pattern of righteousness as set by the Law of Moses, and taught their
children to worship the Lord. Nephi’s parents followed the Spirit in their
raising of children and were “inspired.” In today’s vernacular some would
refer to them as “churchgoers.” PR]

Nephi’s Journey Begins — 1 Nephi 2:1-24

1 For behold, it came to pass that the Lord spake unto my father, yea, even in a dream,
and said unto him: Blessed art thou Lehi, because of the things which thou hast done;
and because thou hast been faithful and declared unto this people the things which I
commanded thee, behold, they seek to take away thy life. [Often when we are so
cumbered with the business of life it can be difficult for us to hear the Spirit
telling us something. It requires us to take the time to be holy. In these
cases, when urgency abounds, the Lord will visit us in our dreams.]



2 And it came to pass that the Lord commanded my father, even in a dream, that he
should take his family and depart into the wilderness.

3 And it came to pass that he was obedient unto the word of the Lord, wherefore he did
as the Lord commanded him. [Often the Lord does not explain in detail the
reasons for doing something. In our obedience we receive the blessings and
later realize the reason for the revelation. Why would Lehi be commanded
to leave when so many other prophets were remaining in the city?]

4 And it came to pass that he departed into the wilderness. And he left his house, and
the land of his inheritance, and his gold, and his silver, and his precious things, and took
nothing with him, save it were his family, and provisions, and tents, and departed into
the wilderness. [He was strictly commanded that he was to do it this way.]

5 And he came down by the borders near the shore of the Red Sea; and he traveled in the
wilderness in the borders which are nearer the Red Sea; [This was not the typical
path traveled. Lehi would have traveled the Via Maris (The Way of the Sea
along the Mediterranean) when trading with Egypt. In this case he was
following the commandment of the Lord. Going south it took almost 2
weeks to arrive at the Gulf of Aqaba.] and he did travel in the wilderness with his
family, which consisted of my mother, Sariah, and my elder brothers, who were Laman,
Lemuel, and Sam.

6 And it came to pass that when he had traveled three days in the wilderness, he pitched
his tent in a valley by the side of a river of water. [Near the Gulf of Aqaba on the
eastern side]

7 And it came to pass that he built an altar of stones, and made an offering unto the
Lord, and gave thanks unto the Lord our God. [Lehi had built an altar of stones to
God before. A sign of his devotion and covenant to God.]

8 And it came to pass that he called the name of the river, Laman, and it emptied into
the Red Sea; and the valley was in the borders near the mouth thereof.

9 And when my father saw that the waters of the river emptied into the fountain of the
Red Sea, he spake unto Laman, saying: O that thou mightest be like unto this river,
continually running into the fountain of all righteousness!

10 And he also spake unto Lemuel: O that thou mightest be like unto this valley, firm
and steadfast, and immovable in keeping the commandments of the Lord! [As Lehi
and his family traveled south, Lehi rehearsed to them much of the stories of
the children of Israel, their struggles and miracles in the wilderness, as they
were obedient in keeping the Lord’s commandments. He compared their
struggles to the children of Israel and hoped they would be as blessed.]

11 Now this he spake because of the stiffneckedness of Laman and Lemuel; for behold
they did murmur in many things against their father, because he was a visionary man,
and had led them out of the land of Jerusalem, to leave the land of their inheritance, and
their gold, and their silver, and their precious things, to perish in the wilderness. And
this they said he had done because of the foolish imaginations of his heart. [Lehi’s
sons were very astute, business minded men. They had prepared to take
over their father’s successful trade business and had networked well
amongst the Jews. They saw Lehi’s “imaginations” as folly, but felt
compelled to oblige their father hoping he would come to his senses. They
also were obedient in fear of losing their inheritance to run the family
business.]



12 And thus Laman and Lemuel, being the eldest, did murmur against their father. And
they did murmur because they knew not the dealings of that God who had created them.
13 Neither did they believe that Jerusalem, that great city, could be destroyed according
to the words of the prophets. And they were like unto the Jews who were at Jerusalem,
who sought to take away the life of my father. [Many people today are like this,
seeing the world through the eyes of the natural man, with no relationship
to the Spirit to guide them. Many people in America today take for granted
the blessings of safety and prosperity we enjoy.]

14 And it came to pass that my father did speak unto them in the valley of Lemuel, with
power, being filled with the Spirit, until their frames did shake before him. And he did
confound them, that they durst not utter against him; wherefore, they did as he
commanded them. [Lehi was a powerful prophet, filled with confidence in the
Lord.]

15 And my father dwelt in a tent. [Seemingly, a random statement; but every
sentence in the Book of Mormon is there for a reason. To dwell in a tent is
to imply that one is a wanderer without a permanent home. Lehi was no
stranger to the traveling life, but he dwelt in a spacious home near
Jerusalem. His new “dwelling” was now a simple tent. He gave up
everything to be obedient to the Lord’s word to him.]

16 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceedingly young, [From the perspective
of writing this as an older more experienced man.] nevertheless being large in
stature, [influence] and also having great desires to know of the mysteries of

God, [spiritually-minded] wherefore, I did cry unto the Lord; and behold he did visit
me, and did soften my heart that I did believe all the words which had been spoken by
my father; wherefore, I did not rebel against him like unto my brothers. [The Spirit
comforted Nephi, receiving personal revelation concerning his father’s
visions.]

17 And I spake unto Sam, making known unto him the things which the Lord had
manifested unto me by his Holy Spirit. And it came to pass that he believed in my
words.

18 But, behold, Laman and Lemuel would not hearken unto my words; and being
grieved because of the hardness of their hearts I cried unto the Lord for them.

19 And it came to pass [after the passing of time] that the Lord spake unto me,
saying: Blessed art thou, Nephi, because of thy faith, for thou hast sought me diligently,
with lowliness of heart. [A formula for great faith, to seek revelation diligently,
with a humble heart.]

20 And inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, [My revelations to you.] ye
shall prosper, and shall be led to a land of promise; yea, even a land which I have
prepared for you; yea, a land which is choice above all other lands. [The land of
promise for each of us is different. This is an example of the Lord’s
direction in the important things in our lives such as marriage, career,
where we live, what we do. The promises of the Lord to us are directly
related to our faith and the covenants made before we were born.]

21 And inasmuch as thy brethren shall rebel against thee, they shall be cut off from the
presence of the Lord. [to rebel against the words given to Nephi by the Spirit of
the Lord.]



22 And inasmuch as thou shalt keep my commandments, [as received by
revelation] thou shalt be made a ruler and a teacher over thy brethren.

23 For behold, in that day that they shall rebel against me, I will curse them even with a
sore curse, and they shall have no power over thy seed except they shall rebel against me
also.

24 And if it so be that they rebel against me, they shall be a scourge unto thy seed, to stir
them up in the ways of remembrance. [These words were recorded by Nephi as
direct revelations from the Lord, in His voice. Previously, Nephi had only
received revelation by the Spirit. He is beginning to exercise the gifts of the
Spirit and ascend the steps of revelatory progression. As Nephi wrote this
he must have felt great joy and understanding after witnessing

the fulfillment of these prophecies the wisdom of God in His mercy to have
the seed of his wicked brothers play a part in the repentance of his people.]

Questions and Comments:

I appreciate your commentary on the book of Mormon the book of Mormon has played
an integral part in my conversion to the gospel not being influenced by any religion as I
am a convert by the age of 16 I had read the book of Mormon three times and still hadn’t
joined the church my conversion to the truthfulness of the book of Mormon was a
process but it develop me in such a way as to learn how to receive revelation and I am so
ever grateful for the kindness the Lord has showed me And taught me step by step until
I was able to receive a direct revelation that book of Mormon was true. I have been
blessed much and I'm so grateful for your wonderful gift and for sharing it.

Did Nephi have any sisters at this time? If so why do you think they aren’t mentioned?
[He did have sisters. I don’t know the particular to that question, but it may
be that they were younger. PR]

Was all of this seen by you, as you had seen in your books, or was this all revelation
through the Gift of Revelation? [It is a mix. This why I call it BofM Thoughts.
PR]

Nephi’s Test of Faith — 1 Nephi 3:1-31

1 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, returned from speaking with the Lord, to the tent of
my father. [Just after receiving the revelation from the previous chapter
regarding his relationship with his brothers and their posterity. The
original translation did not have the chapter divisions.]

2 And it came to pass that he spake unto me, saying: Behold I have dreamed a dream, in
the which the Lord hath commanded me that thou and thy brethren shall return to
Jerusalem.

3 For behold, Laban hath the record of the Jews and also a genealogy of my forefathers,
and they are engraven upon plates of brass. [Laban was the keeper of the temple
treasury, which included all the sacred texts and relics. Refer to “A Witness



of the Temporal Dispensations” under the chapter Lehi and Nephi for more
information.]

4 Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me that thou and thy brothers should go unto
the house of Laban, and seek the records, and bring them down hither into the
wilderness. [The Lord could have commanded only Nephi to go, but it was
important that his brothers also go to see the hand of the Lord with Nephi,
and the sacred commission of this work.]

5 And now, behold thy brothers murmur, saying it is a hard thing which I have required
of them; but behold I have not required it of them, but it is a commandment of the
Lord. [He had already told the older brothers, as it was their expected place
of leadership to fulfill their father’s commandments.]

6 Therefore go, my son, and thou shalt be favored of the Lord, because thou hast not
murmured. [An important statement, not only did Nephi remember to
include it in his record, but it was a prophesy of his father Lehi.]

7 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said unto my father: I will go and do the things
which the Lord hath commanded, for I know that the Lord giveth no commandments
unto the children of men, save he shall prepare a way for them that they may accomplish
the thing which he commandeth them. [This is the mantra that defined Nephi’s
life. A true principle to remember when seeking the Lord, as He has also
promised that WE WILL FIND HIM IF WE SEEK. Refer to D&C 93:1, D&C
88:63-64, Ether 12]

8 And it came to pass that when my father had heard these words he was exceedingly
glad, for he knew that I had been blessed of the Lord. [Often we don’t receive a
witness of our revelations until later, at which time our joy is full.]

9 And I, Nephi, and my brethren took our journey in the wilderness, with our tents, to
go up to the land of Jerusalem.

10 And it came to pass that when we had gone up to the land of Jerusalem, I and my
brethren did consult one with another. [Approximately two weeks travel with
little conversation regarding the matter.]

11 And we cast lots—who of us should go in unto the house of Laban. And it came to pass
that the lot fell upon Laman; and Laman went in unto the house of Laban, and he talked
with him as he sat in his house. [The Lord gave Laman the first opportunity to
receive the blessing on behalf of his family, yet he relied upon himself and
what he perceived as his business skills. Such tactics involved manipulation
and a position of perceived strength.]

12 And he desired of Laban the records which were engraven upon the plates of brass,
which contained the genealogy of my father.

13 And behold, it came to pass that Laban was angry, and thrust him out from his
presence; and he would not that he should have the records. Wherefore, he said unto
him: Behold thou art a robber, and I will slay thee. [Laban had a grudge against the
House of Lehi due to previous affairs with Lehi that brought
embarrassment to Laban because of his own dishonesty.]

14 But Laman fled out of his presence, and told the things which Laban had done, unto
us. And we began to be exceedingly sorrowful, and my brethren were about to return
unto my father in the wilderness.
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15 But behold I said unto them that: As the Lord liveth, and as we live, [an oath] we
will not go down unto our father in the wilderness until we have accomplished the thing
which the Lord hath commanded us.

16 Wherefore, let us be faithful [seek revelation and act upon it] in keeping the
commandments of the Lord; therefore let us go down to the land of our father’s
inheritance, for behold he left gold and silver, and all manner of riches. And all this he
hath done because of the commandments of the Lord. [Lehi had been commanded
to leave his riches, and now they know why.]

17 For he knew that Jerusalem must be destroyed, because of the wickedness of the
people.

18 For behold, they have rejected the words of the prophets. Wherefore, if my father
should dwell in the land after he hath been commanded to flee out of the land, behold,
he would also perish. Wherefore, it must needs be that he flee out of the land.

19 And behold, it is wisdom in God that we should obtain these records, that we may
preserve unto our children the language of our fathers; [Nephi, by revelation,
understands the reason for retrieving the records.]

20 And also that we may preserve unto them the words which have been spoken by the
mouth of all the holy prophets, which have been delivered unto them by the Spirit and
power of God, since the world began, even down unto this present time. [The original
plates of brass contained “All the holy prophets.” Many of which we do not
have the records in the Bible today.]

21 And it came to pass that after this manner of language did I persuade my brethren,
that they might be faithful in keeping the commandments of God. [Nephi often uses
godly persuasion to teach his family.]

22 And it came to pass that we went down to the land of our inheritance, and we did
gather together our gold, and our silver, and our precious things.

23 And after we had gathered these things together, we went up again unto the house of
Laban. [There was a space of time between the last meeting with Laban and
the next one. This delayed their return and led to worry and murmuring
with Sariah, Lehi’s wife.]

24 And it came to pass that we [all the brothers] went in unto Laban, and desired him
that he would give unto us the records which were engraven upon the plates of brass, for
which we would give unto him our gold, and our silver, and all our precious things.

25 And it came to pass that when Laban saw our property, and that it was exceedingly
great, he did lust after it, insomuch that he thrust us out, and sent his servants to slay us,
that he might obtain our property. [Thinking that offering an exaggerated
amount of treasure for the plates would exonerate them in the eyes of
Laban, they were surprised when Laban stole their possessions and
continued to seek their lives. Laban attempted to take their property and
appear innocent.]

26 And it came to pass that we did flee before the servants of Laban, [Temple
treasury guards] and we were obliged to leave behind our property, and it fell into the
hands of Laban.

27 And it came to pass that we fled into the wilderness, and the servants of Laban did
not overtake us, and we hid ourselves in the cavity of a rock.

28 And it came to pass that Laman was angry with me, and also with my father; and also
was Lemuel, for he hearkened unto the words of Laman. Wherefore Laman and Lemuel
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did speak many hard words unto us, their younger brothers, and they did smite us even
with a rod. [Laman and Lemuel felt they had lost all hope of regaining their
wealth and status, blaming their father, Nephi and Sam for their loss.]

29 And it came to pass as they smote us with a rod, behold, an angel of the Lord came
and stood before them, and he spake unto them, saying: Why do ye smite your younger
brother with a rod? Know ye not that the Lord hath chosen him to be a ruler over you,
and this because of your iniquities? Behold ye shall go up to Jerusalem again, and the
Lord will deliver Laban into your hands.

30 And after the angel had spoken unto us, he departed. [The angel appeared in the
pillar of light or fire, and spoke to their minds. They all saw it, but it was not
of the flesh, therefore, Laman and Lemuel who were carnally-minded
instantly began to doubt what they had seen.]

31 And after the angel had departed, Laman and Lemuel again began to murmur,
saying: How is it possible that the Lord will deliver Laban into our hands? Behold, he is
a mighty man, and he can command fifty, yea, even he can slay fifty; then why not

us? [How often do we doubt the Lord in regards to the promised blessings
He has spoken to us? When we murmur we use the words, “How is it
possible that the Lord....?”’]

Questions and Comments:

PR, can you answer this? In verse 28, “Wherefore Laman and Lemuel did speak many
hard words unto us, ” and then verse 29 And it came to pass as they smote us with a rod,
behold, an angel of the Lord came and stood before them, and he spake unto them,
saying: Why do ye smite your younger brother with a rod? Know ye not that the Lord
hath chosen him to be a ruler over you, “. Did Sam also go with them ? I used to think it
was Laman, Lemuel, and Nephi who were sent, but now I'm not sure... [Sam was with
them, but it was Nephi that was beaten with the rod because Laman and
Lemuel saw him as the reason for their losing the treasures.

PR]

Nephi and Laban — 1 Nephi 4:1-38

1 And it came to pass that I spake unto my brethren, saying: Let us go up again unto
Jerusalem, and let us be faithful in keeping the commandments of the Lord; [Sees the
commandment as from God and not only his father Lehi.] for behold he is
mightier than all the earth, then why not mightier than Laban and his fifty, yea, or even
than his tens of thousands?

2 Therefore let us go up; let us be strong like unto Moses; for he truly spake unto the
waters of the Red Sea and they divided hither and thither, and our fathers came
through, out of captivity, on dry ground, and the armies of Pharaoh did follow and were
drowned in the waters of the Red Sea.

3 Now behold ye know that this is true; and ye also know that an angel hath spoken unto
you; wherefore can ye doubt? Let us go up; the Lord is able to deliver us, even as our
fathers, and to destroy Laban, even as the Egyptians. [Nephi is already receiving a
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preparatory revelation where he sees that God will somehow destroy
Laban. He remembers how the Egyptians were slain in the Red Sea. These
thoughts were placed in his mind by the Spirit of the Lord.]

4 Now when I had spoken these words, they were yet wroth, and did still continue to
murmur; nevertheless they did follow me up until we came without the walls of
Jerusalem. [If you could have seen through the veil you would have seen
many dark spirits speaking to Nephi’s brothers.]

5 And it was by night; and I caused that they should hide themselves without the walls.
And after they had hid themselves, I, Nephi, crept into the city and went forth towards
the house of Laban.

6 And I was led by the Spirit, not knowing beforehand the things which I should

do. [The Lord almost always has us follow an initial revelation with no idea
how we will bring it to pass. This is the pattern by which we learn to have
faith.]

7 Nevertheless I went forth, and as I came near unto the house of Laban I beheld a man,
and he had fallen to the earth before me, for he was drunken with wine. [Laban
collapsed almost to the doors of his own house. He was drunk on the very
wine he had stolen from the House of Lehi. Also, he lay in the very spot the
temple guards almost slew Nephi as they narrowly escaped from Laban.]

8 And when I came to him I found that it was Laban.

9 And I beheld his sword, and I drew it forth from the sheath thereof; and the hilt
thereof was of pure gold, and the workmanship thereof was exceedingly fine, and I saw
that the blade thereof was of the most precious steel. [“The King’s Sword,” a gift
from King Saul to David, kept amongst the sacred relics of the Temple
Treasury. For more information refer to “A Witness of the Temporal
Dispensations” in the chapter “Nephi.”]

10 And it came to pass that I was constrained [commanded with great force] by the
Spirit that I should kill Laban; but I said in my heart: Never at any time have I shed the
blood of man. And I shrunk and would that I might not slay him. [Nephi knew in his
heart the Lord would slay Laban, but did not expect he would be the one
commanded to do it.]

11 And the Spirit said unto me again: Behold the Lord hath delivered him into thy
hands. Yea, and I also knew that he had sought to take away mine own life; yea, and he
would not hearken unto the commandments of the Lord; and he also had taken away
our property.

12 And it came to pass that the Spirit said unto me again: Slay him, for the Lord hath
delivered him into thy hands; [The “Spirit” is the means of communication, but
often these are angels communicating with us.]

13 Behold the Lord slayeth the wicked to bring forth his righteous purposes. It is better
that one man should perish [to physically die] than that a nation should dwindle and
perish in unbelief.

14 And now, when I, Nephi, had heard these words, I remembered the words of the Lord
which he spake unto me in the wilderness, saying that: Inasmuch as thy seed shall keep
my commandments, they shall prosper in the land of promise. [His personal
revelation.]

15 Yea, and I also thought that they could not keep the commandments of the Lord
according to the law of Moses, save they should have the law.
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16 And I also knew that the law was engraven upon the plates of brass.

17 And again, I knew that the Lord had delivered Laban into my hands for this cause—
that I might obtain the records according to his commandments.

18 Therefore I did obey the voice of the Spirit, and took Laban by the hair of the head,
and I smote off his head with his own sword. [Such an execution is considered
barbaric in our time, but was considered proper and clean in Nephi’s day.]
19 And after I had smitten off his head with his own sword, I took the garments of Laban
and put them upon mine own body; yea, even every whit; and I did gird on his armor
about my loins. [Interesting detail: when I saw this event I noticed that Nephi
removed the outside clothing of Laban before taking his head. It was done
in a way that was clean and the clothing was not bloody. It was not done
without careful preparation.]

20 And after I had done this, I went forth unto the treasury of Laban. And as I went
forth towards the treasury of Laban, behold, I saw the servant of Laban who had the
keys of the treasury. And I commanded him in the voice of Laban, that he should go with
me into the treasury. [A blunt manner of speaking, low pitched.]

21 And he supposed me to be his master, Laban, for he beheld the garments and also the
sword girded about my loins.

22 And he spake unto me concerning the elders of the Jews, he knowing that his master,
Laban, had been out by night among them.

23 And I spake unto him as if it had been Laban.

24 And I also spake unto him that I should carry the engravings, which were upon the
plates of brass, to my elder brethren, who were without the walls.

25 And I also bade him that he should follow me.

26 And he, supposing that I spake of the brethren of the church, and that I was truly that
Laban whom I had slain, wherefore he did follow me.

27 And he spake unto me many times concerning the elders of the Jews, as I went forth
unto my brethren, who were without the walls.

28 And it came to pass that when Laman saw me he was exceedingly frightened, and
also Lemuel and Sam. And they fled from before my presence; for they supposed it was
Laban, and that he had slain me and had sought to take away their lives also.

29 And it came to pass that I called after them, and they did hear me; wherefore they did
cease to flee from my presence.

30 And it came to pass that when the servant of Laban beheld my brethren he began to
tremble, and was about to flee from before me and return to the city of Jerusalem.

31 And now I, Nephi, being a man large in stature, [faith and influence of God] and
also having received much strength of the Lord, [physical strength] therefore I did
seize upon the servant of Laban, and held him, that he should not flee.

32 And it came to pass that I spake with him, that if he would hearken unto my words,
as the Lord liveth, and as I live, even so that if he would hearken unto our words, we
would spare his life.

33 And I spake unto him, even with an oath, that he need not fear; that he should be a
free man like unto us if he would go down in the wilderness with us. [Zoram was not
a pure Israelite, but was highly schooled in the traditions of the Jews.]

34 And I also spake unto him, saying: Surely the Lord hath commanded us to do this
thing; and shall we not be diligent in keeping the commandments of the Lord?

14



Therefore, if thou wilt go down into the wilderness to my father thou shalt have place
with us.

35 And it came to pass that Zoram did take courage at the words which I spake. Now
Zoram was the name of the servant; and he promised that he would go down into the
wilderness unto our father. Yea, and he also made an oath unto us that he would tarry
with us from that time forth.

36 Now we were desirous that he should tarry with us for this cause, that the Jews might
not know concerning our flight into the wilderness, lest they should pursue us and
destroy us.

37 And it came to pass that when Zoram had made an oath unto us, our fears did cease
concerning him.

38 And it came to pass that we took the plates of brass and the servant of Laban, and
departed into the wilderness, and journeyed unto the tent of our father. [The lesson
from this account of Nephi is how the path the Lord sets in our lives is often
unexpected and unconventional. We usually do not know how or why things
happen the way they do, but we trust in the Lord and He delivers us. The
story of Nephi slaying Laban has brought much conjecture, whether Nephi
acted properly, or that he wrested the kingdom from the Jews by doing this
act. The fact is that Nephi simply followed the commandment of God to do
what was required, to assist his posterity to know where they came, to
preserve their language, and to come unto Christ.]

Comments and Questions:

I find it interesting that Zoram brings up the Elder of the Jews “And he spake unto me
many times concerning the elders of the Jews” why?, I think if Mormon kept this piece
of information here it must’ve been for a reason. Have you ever wondered about it?

[I perhaps didn’t inquire enough, but I was told that he had an active
interest in the dealings of the Elders as it related to the work he did in the
treasury. Zoram was very intelligent. PR]

Didn’t Laban get drunk when he was with the Elders? My impression was that they were
wicked like Laban. I might be totally wrong. [Yes, they were wicked and
intoxicated. Drinking to that extreme was considered unbecoming to their
position, but was generally not considered a reason to lose one’s place at
that time. PR]

I often wondered how Nephi kept the blood off of Nephi’s garments and Laban’s
garments. Thank you for that information.

Plates of Brass are Future Prophecy — 1 Nephi 5:1-22
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I am doing a careful examination of the Book of Mormon to share some of my insights
and revelations for those who are interested. Pray for your own confirmation and
revelation as you read these thoughts.

1 And it came to pass that after we had come down into the wilderness unto our father,
behold, he was filled with joy, and also my mother, Sariah, was exceedingly glad, for she
truly had mourned because of us. [The doubts had begun to creep in, which is
common as we wait patiently on the Lord.]

2 For she had supposed that we had perished in the wilderness; [to bandits] and she
also had complained against my father, telling him that he was a visionary man; saying:
Behold thou hast led us forth from the land of our inheritance, and my sons are no
more, and we perish in the wilderness. [She had not received a witness of what
her husband had received.]

3 And after this manner of language had my mother complained against my

father. [Notice the word “complained,” which is different than to murmur.]
4 And it had come to pass that my father spake unto her, saying: I know that I am a
visionary man; for if I had not seen the things of God in a vision I should not have
known the goodness of God, but had tarried at Jerusalem, and had perished with my
brethren. [Lehi’s experiences were all visionary and in the Spirit, yet to him,
as tangible as anything. In today’s world to see in vision, especially the
Lord, is also often dismissed as imaginary.]

5 But behold, I have obtained a land of promise, [A covenant] in the which things I do
rejoice; yea, and I know that the Lord will deliver my sons out of the hands of Laban,
and bring them down again unto us in the wilderness. [There was a fear in Lehi that
Laban would be angry with his sons for their request, but he remembered
the Lord’s promise to him.]

6 And after this manner of language did my father, Lehi, comfort my mother, Sariah,
concerning us, while we journeyed in the wilderness up to the land of Jerusalem, to
obtain the record of the Jews.

7 And when we had returned to the tent of my father, behold their joy was full, and my
mother was comforted. [The phrase “joy is full’ is to mean that your joy is the
realization that your faith is complete.]

8 And she spake, saying: Now I know of a surety that the Lord hath commanded my
husband to flee into the wilderness; yea, and I also know of a surety that the Lord hath
protected my sons, and delivered them out of the hands of Laban, and given them power
whereby they could accomplish the thing which the Lord hath commanded them. And
after this manner of language did she speak. [Sariah required evidence to build
her faith. More blessed are those who believe without evidence.]

9 And it came to pass that they did rejoice exceedingly, and did offer sacrifice and burnt
offerings unto the Lord; and they gave thanks unto the God of Israel. [The most
sacred form of worship to the Hebrews. Interesting that Lehi is doing this
outside the confines of the temple in Jerusalem. He knew that God would
honor His sacrifice of holiness as he received it by revelation or
commandment.]

10 And after they had given thanks unto the God of Israel, my father, Lehi, took the
records which were engraven upon the plates of brass, and he did search them from the
beginning. [The scriptures in their fullness were not readily available to all
the Jews. For this reason Lehi often paid scribes to transcribe certain
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portions for his personal collection. This often required an expense to the
scribe and a certain payment to the head of the treasury (Laban). For the
first time Lehi was able to read the entire record.]

11 And he beheld that they did contain the five books of Moses, which gave an account of
the creation of the world, and also of Adam and Eve, who were our first parents;

12 And also a record of the Jews from the beginning, even down to the commencement
of the reign of Zedekiah, king of Judah;

13 And also the prophecies of the holy prophets, from the beginning, even down to the
commencement of the reign of Zedekiah; and also many prophecies which have been
spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah. [The plates were kept current by the scribes.]
14 And it came to pass that my father, Lehi, also found upon the plates of brass a
genealogy of his fathers; wherefore he knew that he was a descendant of Joseph; yea,
even that Joseph who was the son of Jacob, who was sold into Egypt, and who was
preserved by the hand of the Lord, that he might preserve his father, Jacob, and all his
household from perishing with famine.

15 And they were also led out of captivity and out of the land of Egypt, by that same God
who had preserved them.

16 And thus my father, Lehi, did discover the genealogy of his fathers. And Laban also
was a descendant of Joseph, wherefore he and his fathers had kept the

records. [Joseph himself kept the records, which responsibility was passed
down through his lineage. Laban had risen amongst the scribes to gain
favor with the King and was given the honor to be the Keeper of the
Treasury.]

17 And now when my father saw all these things, he was filled with the Spirit, and began
to prophesy concerning his seed— [The Spirit of Prophecy for the purpose of
revealing the Lord’s will to Lehi’s family.]

18 That these plates of brass should go forth unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and
people who were of his seed. [The day would come when the seed of Lehi
(Native Americans), who had divided into nations, and peoples, and
languages, would be able to read these records.]

19 Wherefore, he said that these plates of brass should never perish; neither should they
be dimmed any more by time. And he prophesied many things concerning his

seed. [Has this prophecy been fulfilled in the translation of the Bible? Did
not the Brass Plates contain the writings of the Old Testament? Yes;
however, this prophecy is speaking specifically about the Brass Plates,
which exist today hidden in the Hill Shim whose location is not revealed to
the world. When the records in the Hill Shim are brought forth and
translated, their words shall be first shared with the descendants of Lehi. At
this time they will be in the process of establishing Zion after the great
destructions have begun upon this land. The records will be of great worth
to the people of Joseph (the Lamanite Prophet,) as these writings will detail
their ancestry and also will give them the fullness of the Book of Mormon,
which will include the record of Lehi in its entirety.]

20 And it came to pass that thus far I and my father had kept the

commandments [revelations] wherewith the Lord had commanded us.

21 And we had obtained the records which the Lord had commanded us, and searched
them and found that they were desirable; yea, even of great worth unto us, insomuch
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that we could preserve the commandments of the Lord unto our children. [The record
was not missing anything. ]

22 Wherefore, it was wisdom [foresight] in the Lord that we should carry them with
us, as we journeyed in the wilderness towards the land of promise.

Comments and Questions:

Thank you for sharing. Could you explain how complaining is different than
murmuring? [Complaining is voicing your concerns. Murmuring, in the
context of scripture, is voicing your lack of trust in the Lord. There can be a
fine line between the two, but murmuring is worse because it often prevents
the blessings from coming forth. We need to learn to patiently learn to wait
on the Lord for the fulfillment of the promises. Until we learn the lesson we
often wander in the wilderness of our lack of faith for a season, or forever.
If Sariah had received a witness of her husband’s prophetic calling and then
expressed her frustrations in the Lord, that would be murmuring. PR]

Thank you for explaining this prophecy of the brass plates. When you say that “they” will
be in the process of establishing Zion, are you referring to the descendants of Lehi? And
is this the first Zion? [I am referring to both First Zion and those that will
build the New Jerusalem. PR]

In verse 19 you mention: “The records will be of great worth to the people of Joseph (the
Lamanite Prophet,) as these writings will detail their ancestry....” Isyour reference to
Joseph, the descendants of Joseph who was sold into Egypt, or the name of the
Lamanite prophet in the latter days? Or is it both? [It is applicable to both the
descendants of ancient Joseph, and the modern Lamanite prophet

Joseph. PR]

Is the Lamanite prophet Native American? Or South America? Or are they the same?
[His ancestry is Hebrew, and he is not South American, which is
different. PR]

What I meant when I asked about being “different” was if Native Americans and Mayan
descendants are not related through the lineage of Lehi? Or are they both Lehi’s
descendants? Are Mayans, Incas, not of Hebrew lineage? Sorry, I'm Hispanic and have
Mayan in me, so I've always considered myself a Lamanite descendant, my patriarchal
blessing says I'm from the tribe of Manasseh. [The further south you go the more
that lineage becomes diluted. The remnant of the seed of Lehi were North
American and some migrated south after the destructions. PR]

The Prophet Nephi’s Intent — 1 Nephi 6:1-6

18



1 And now I, Nephi, do not give the genealogy of my fathers in this part of my record;
neither at any time shall I give it after upon these plates which I am writing; for it is
given in the record which has been kept by my father; wherefore, I do not write it in this
work. [He received this by commandment not knowing the reason.]

2 For it sufficeth me to say that we are descendants of Joseph. [The record keepers
of the House of Israel.]

3 And it mattereth not to me that I am particular to give a full account of all the things of
my father, for they cannot be written upon these plates, for I desire the room that I may
write of the things of God. [There was a record of the events before and after
traveling in the wilderness that detailed their struggles. Nephi was the first
to abridge what would be the Book of Mormon, “the first shall be last and
the last shall be first.”]

4 For the fulness of mine intent is that I may persuade men to come unto the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, and be saved. [The hallmark of
a prophet.]

5 Wherefore, the things which are pleasing unto the world I do not write, but the things
which are pleasing unto God and unto those who are not of the world. [Those “who
are not of the world” is a reference to the anointed servants of God. The
Book of Mormon is a blueprint to those who will awaken and gather Israel.]
6 Wherefore, I shall give commandment [revelation] unto my seed, that they shall not
occupy these plates with things which are not of worth unto the children of

men. [Again, Nephi writes by way of commandment to his posterity to not
include entertaining and frivolous material in this record. It’s purpose is
clear, to bring those who are not of this world, his posterity, and the
gentiles to an awakening that they may be perfected in Christ.]

Comments and Questions:

What does it mean, The first shall be last and the last shall be first? [Graft in the
branches; begin at the last that they may be first, and that the first may be
last, and dig about the trees, both old and young, the first and the last; and
the last and the first, that all may be nourished once again for the last time.”
Jacob 5:63

“Wherefore, the remnant of the house of Joseph shall be built upon this
land; and it shall be a land of their inheritance; and they shall build up a
holy city unto the Lord, like unto the Jerusalem of old; and they shall no
more be confounded, until the end come when the earth shall pass away.
And there shall be a new heaven and a new earth; and they shall be like unto
the old save the old have passed away, and all things have become new. And
then cometh the New Jerusalem; and blessed are they who dwell therein,
for it is they whose garments are white through the blood of the Lamb; and
they are they who are numbered among the remnant of the seed of Joseph,
who were of the house of Israel. And then also cometh the Jerusalem of old;
and the inhabitants thereof, blessed are they, for they have been washed in
the blood of the Lamb; and they are they who were scattered and gathered
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in from the four quarters of the earth, and from the north countries, and
are partakers of the fulfilling of the covenant which God made with their
father, Abraham. And when these things come, bringeth to pass the
scripture which saith, there are they who were first, who shall be last; and
there are they who were last, who shall be first.” Ether 13:8-12

It may seem that I randomly placed that reference in my thoughts. There is
a mystery associated with this phrase. A clue can be found in Matthew
20:16, and relates to the Anointed Servants. I can’t really elaborate more,
but for those to whom the Lord teaches this it will begin to unravel a
beautiful part of the Everlasting Covenant. PR]

Can you do a spiritual translation of Alma 31 and 32? [I’m still in 1 Nephi! PR]

Still studying after my last comment, but interestingly for something related to
something other than his post. First-last-last-first is also the culmination of Matthew 19.
This chapter and 20...

I'm glad that I read the comments just now. While I have been listening to third Nephi
over and over these past few weeks, my mind several times has been brought to think of
the parable in Matthew 20; I didn’t remember this was the chapter until I read that
comment below and referenced it. Thank you!

Family of Ishmael — 1 Nephi 7:1-22

1 And now I would that ye might know, that after my father, Lehi, had made an end of
prophesying concerning his seed, it came to pass that the Lord spake unto him again,
saying that it was not meet for him, Lehi, that he should take his family into the
wilderness alone; but that his sons should take daughters to wife, that they might raise
up seed unto the Lord in the land of promise. [This revelation came to Lehi
because he inquired of the Lord.]

2 And it came to pass that the Lord commanded him that I, Nephi, and my brethren,
should again return unto the land of Jerusalem, and bring down Ishmael and his family
into the wilderness.

3 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did again, with my brethren, go forth into the
wilderness to go up to Jerusalem.

4 And it came to pass that we went up unto the house of Ishmael, [T have not
inquired regarding the family of Ishmael and who they are, but will include
that information in the future. I know there are theories, but I prefer to
learn from the source. I recommend that anything you read here only be
considered and then you receive your own personal revelation. UPDATE
added below...] and we did gain favor in the sight of Ishmael, insomuch that we did
speak unto him the words of the Lord. [Nephi rehearsed the events that lead to
their journey in the wilderness and asked Ishmael to inquire of the Lord.]
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5 And it came to pass that the Lord did soften the heart of Ishmael, and also his
household, insomuch that they took their journey with us down into the wilderness to
the tent of our father.

6 And it came to pass that as we journeyed in the wilderness, behold Laman and
Lemuel, and two of the daughters of Ishmael, and the two sons of Ishmael and their
families, did rebel against us; yea, against me, Nephi, and Sam, and their father,
Ishmael, and his wife, and his three other daughters. [This is the second time
Laman and Lemuel have openly rebelled against their father.]

7 And it came to pass in the which rebellion, they were desirous to return unto the land
of Jerusalem.

8 And now I, Nephi, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, therefore I spake
unto them, saying, yea, even unto Laman and unto Lemuel: Behold ye are mine elder
brethren, and how is it that ye are so hard in your hearts, and so blind in your

minds, [cannot receive revelation] that ye have need that I, your younger brother,
should speak unto you, yea, and set an example for you?

9 How is it that ye have not hearkened unto the word of the Lord? [The spirit of
Revelation]

10 How is it that ye have forgotten that ye have seen an angel of the Lord? [gift of the
Spirit: ministering of Angels, beholding of angels]

11 Yea, and how is it that ye have forgotten what great things the Lord hath done for us,
in delivering us out of the hands of Laban, and also that we should obtain the record?
12 Yea, and how is it that ye have forgotten that the Lord is able to do all things
according to his will, for the children of men, if it so be that they exercise faith in him?
Wherefore, let us be faithful to him.

13 And if it so be that we are faithful to him, we shall obtain the land of promise; and ye
shall know at some future period that the word of the Lord shall be fulfilled concerning
the destruction of Jerusalem; for all things which the Lord hath spoken concerning the
destruction of Jerusalem must be fulfilled.

14 For behold, the Spirit of the Lord ceaseth soon to strive with them; [People of
Jerusalem] for behold, they have rejected the prophets, and Jeremiah have they cast
into prison. And they have sought to take away the life of my father, [Such details
were included in Lehi’s plates.] insomuch that they have driven him out of the
land.

15 Now behold, I say unto you that if ye will return unto Jerusalem ye shall also perish
with them. And now, if ye have choice, go up to the land, and remember the words
which I speak unto you, that if ye go ye will also perish; for thus the Spirit of the Lord
constraineth me that I should speak. [Often when the Spirit comes upon us it
compels us to reason the Gospel with those who need to hear. Nephi did
not, in this case, command his brothers. He reminded them of what was at
stake and what they had witnessed. He said it was their choice.]

16 And it came to pass that when I, Nephi, had spoken these words unto my brethren,
they were angry with me. And it came to pass that they did lay their hands upon me, for
behold, they were exceedingly wroth, and they did bind me with cords, for they sought
to take away my life, that they might leave me in the wilderness to be devoured by wild
beasts. [Often the wicked are angry when they are reasoned with and prefer
to stop the utterance of the righteous. Their anger for losing their place and
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possessions was fueled by the Adversary, and their hearts were
murderous.]

17 But it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord, saying: O Lord, according to my faith
which is in thee, wilt thou deliver me from the hands of my brethren; yea, even give me
strength that I may burst these bands with which I am bound. [It was not a force of
will that allowed Nephi to break the bands, but that he voiced his belief that
God could do it. He asked in faith and believed God would deliver him. In
such manner we too can be delivered from our precarious situations
according to the Lord’s will.]

18 And it came to pass that when I had said these words, behold, the bands were loosed
from off my hands and feet, and I stood before my brethren, and I spake unto them
again. [His confidence in the Lord was such that he didn’t run, being led by
the Spirit of God. This was the second time his brothers had attempted to
take his life.]

19 And it came to pass that they were angry with me again, and sought to lay hands
upon me; but behold, one of the daughters of Ishmael, yea, and also her mother, and
one of the sons of Ishmael, did plead with my brethren, insomuch that they did soften
their hearts; and they did cease striving to take away my life. [Sometimes the wicked
place a wall from hearing one person (Nephi), yet are willing to listen to
another. The Lord uses different people to reach the sinner. We pray that
we can be a tool in the Lord’s hands.]

20 And it came to pass that they were sorrowful, because of their wickedness, insomuch
that they did bow down before me, and did plead with me that I would forgive them of
the thing that they had done against me.

21 And it came to pass that I did frankly forgive them all that they had done, and I did
exhort them that they would pray unto the Lord their God for forgiveness. And it came
to pass that they did so. And after they had done praying unto the Lord we did again
travel on our journey towards the tent of our father.

22 And it came to pass that we did come down unto the tent of our father. And after I
and my brethren and all the house of Ishmael had come down unto the tent of my
father, they did give thanks unto the Lord their God; and they did offer sacrifice and
burnt offerings unto him.

As I read the story of Nephi I am struck by how the Lord guides them in
their journey, not in a straight line, but a series of trials and experiences
that prepare them for what lies ahead. Lehi could have received all the
instructions at once: the plates, Ishmael’s family, his possessions; but the
Lord knew the end from the beginning. This is how it is often in our lives
and how things will transpire leading up to the establishment of Zion. We
must be faithful.

Comments and Questions:

Did the families of Lehi and Ishmael have previous marriage arrangements for their
children before Lehi left Jerusalem? What was it that persuaded Ishmael to join Lehi in

the wilderness? How did Ishmael persuade his adult children? What was Ishmael’s
profession in life?
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Did the two families have close ties before they left? [I received the following vision
regarding the family of Ishmael: “The Lord said that Ishmael was not too
close to Lehi, but had spoken with him a few times. He was impressed with
Lehi as a business man and a gospel scholar. Ishmael spoke with him
privately when Lehi began to prophecy to the people and wondered why
Lehi was creating problems for himself. When Nephi and the brothers came
to him and rehearsed the story of their journey and the miracles, Ishmael
was very moved. He prayed and felt the Spirit confirm that it was truth. He
brought his five daughters, and two sons with their small families. One son
and his family remained in Jerusalem.

“Ishmael was of the tribe of Ephraim whereas Lehi was of Manasseh. It is
interesting that the sons of Ishmael who would be adopted into the people
of the Lamanites and have a skin of darkness would be those whose
descendants would endure until the end of Times. There are other House of
Israel descendants amongst the modern day native Americans, but I
thought that was interesting.”

I did not see Ishmael’s wife, so I wonder if she had already passed away.
Ishmael seemed older than Lehi. His beard was white and his hair was salt
and pepper dark. He seemed frailer. He died during the journey as his body
didn’t endure the heat and travel as well.

“I was told that Zoram married his oldest daughter (After writing this I saw
that this is actually recorded in the BofM.) and they ranged in age from
early twenty to sixteen when they left for the wilderness. Ishmael had been
constrained by the Spirit to prevent his daughters from marrying before
leaving Jerusalem and this was directly related to the Lord’s purposes. This
was a chosen family of righteous posterity, especially the daughters.”

“When the family was on their course to join up with Lehi, Laman and
Lemuel rehearsed their view of the events shared by Nephi and were
successful in convincing one of the sons of Ishmael. Ishmael’s sons were
orthodox in that they mostly trusted in the Elders of the Church. Laman was
very passionate and determined to regain his control.

“When Ishmael joined with Lehi they had a beautiful friendship as they
shared in their love for the word of God and each other’s witness. Much
more regarding their interactions were recorded in the First record of
Nephi.” PR]

19 And it came to pass that they were angry with me again, and sought to lay hands
upon me; but behold, (one of the daughters) of Ishmael, yea, and also her mother, and
one of the sons of Ishmael, did plead with my brethren, insomuch that they did soften
their hearts; and they did ease striving to take away my life. PR- I have been praying
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over a very specific subject and wanted to see if you had any feedback regarding Names
mentioned in the scriptures ending in—iah. I know the Hebrew form refers to -yah or-
jah but there seems to be a pattern. Is it in reference to anything you may be promoted
to share? The same applies to names beginning with AB or FATHER. I understand if you
cannot expand on this. Thank you again for sharing your own light! IS THIS MYNIAH,
NEPHIS’S WIFE? [I would if I could. I don’t have any Hebrew training and

have not asked that question of the Lord. PR]

Some say Ishmael was Sara’s brother. What do you think of that? [ am not aware of
that. PR]

Lehi’s Dream — 1 Nephi 8:1-38

1 And it came to pass that we had gathered together all manner of seeds of every kind,
both of grain of every kind, and also of the seeds of fruit of every kind. [They had
brought various dried fruit and grains.]

2 And it came to pass that while my father tarried in the wilderness he spake unto us,
saying: Behold, I have dreamed a dream; or, in other words, I have seen a vision. [A
vision is often similar to a daylight dream, where you are awake yet seeing
something in the Spirit.]

3 And behold, because of the thing which I have seen, I have reason to rejoice in the
Lord because of Nephi and also of Sam; for I have reason to suppose that they, and also
many of their seed, will be saved.

4 But behold, Laman and Lemuel, I fear exceedingly because of you; for behold,
methought I saw in my dream, a dark and dreary wilderness. [the world]

5 And it came to pass that I saw a man, and he was dressed in a white robe; and he came
and stood before me.

6 And it came to pass that he spake unto me, and bade me follow him.

7 And it came to pass that as I followed him I beheld myself that I was in a dark and
dreary waste. [The Adversary often deceives us as a being of light.]

8 And after I had traveled for the space of many hours in darkness, [Lehi’s vision was
leading nowhere, as he struggled to see. He began to feel the need for God’s
help. This is often the pattern for those seeking divine guidance. Often, we
are allowed to be deceived that we may know the good from the evil.] I began
to pray unto the Lord that he would have mercy on me, according to the multitude of his
tender mercies. [As we pray for deliverance we are blessed.]

9 And it came to pass after I had prayed unto the Lord I beheld a large and spacious
field. [The beginning of the true vision. The field is leading to the purpose of
the vision.]

10 And it came to pass that I beheld a tree, [representing Christ] whose fruit was
desirable to make one happy. [Eternal Life]

11 And it came to pass that I did go forth and partake of the fruit thereof; and I beheld
that it was most sweet, above all that I ever before tasted. Yea, and I beheld that the fruit
thereof was white, to exceed all the whiteness that I had ever seen. [Although a
vision, the fruit of the Tree of Life is a tangible real fruit, which exists at the
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Throne of God. Each person who will receive Eternal Life must partake. I
have eaten of this fruit and it is as Lehi describes. It reminds me of the
flavor of a sweet nashi with the texture of soft pineapple, wrapped in a
white husk.]

12 And as I partook of the fruit thereof it filled my soul with exceedingly great

joy; [exquisite love and joy] wherefore, I began to be desirous that my family should
partake of it also; for I knew that it was desirable above all other fruit. [The fruit itself
plays an important role in the Everlasting Covenant.]

13 And as I cast my eyes round about, that perhaps I might discover my family also, I
beheld a river of water; and it ran along, and it was near the tree of which I was
partaking the fruit.

14 And I looked to behold from whence it came; and I saw the head thereof a little way
off; and at the head thereof I beheld your mother Sariah, and Sam, and Nephi; and they
stood as if they knew not whither they should go. [The beginning of each person’s
spiritual journey.]

15 And it came to pass that I beckoned unto them; and I also did say unto them with a
loud voice that they should come unto me, and partake of the fruit, which was desirable
above all other fruit. [Often the Lord teaches us through symbolic visions or
dreams to prepare us for future events. The key is to ask and discover the
meaning to the dream.]

16 And it came to pass that they did come unto me and partake of the fruit also.

17 And it came to pass that I was desirous that Laman and Lemuel should come and
partake of the fruit also; wherefore, I cast mine eyes towards the head of the river, that
perhaps I might see them.

18 And it came to pass that I saw them, [In our visions we see that which we
desire to look upon.] but they would not come unto me and partake of the fruit.

19 And I beheld a rod of iron, and it extended along the bank of the river, and led to the
tree by which I stood.

20 And I also beheld a strait and narrow path, [This path represents the
commandments, the church, and all things which can help guide us in our
journey.] which came along by the rod of iron, even to the tree by which I stood; and it
also led by the head of the fountain, unto a large and spacious field, as if it had been a
world.

21 And I saw numberless concourses of people, many of whom were pressing forward,
that they might obtain the path [Those who seek the path will find it.] which led
unto the tree by which I stood.

22 And it came to pass that they did come forth, and commence in the path which led to
the tree.

23 And it came to pass that there arose a mist of darkness; yea, even an exceedingly
great mist of darkness, insomuch that they who had commenced in the path did lose
their way, that they wandered off and were lost. [The mist of darkness can be many
things: unbelief, false traditions, philosophies of men, temptation to sin,
doubt, depression, etc. Every person is susceptible to this mist of darkness
unless they grab hold of the rod.]

24 And it came to pass that I beheld others pressing forward, and they came forth and
caught hold of the end [Always start at the end, not the middle.] of the rod of
iron; [I have seen this in vision and one detail I noticed was that as they
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grabbed hold their bodies are filled with light. The Lord told me this is the
Gift of the Holy Ghost. The rod itself is the “word of God,” which is personal
revelation. This is received however the Lord gives it us, whether directly or
through scripture, or another.] and they did press forward through the mist of
darkness, clinging to the rod of iron, even until they did come forth and partake of the
fruit of the tree. [No person, once having grabbed hold of the rod fails to come
to the tree.]

25 And after they had partaken of the fruit of the tree they did cast their eyes about as if
they were ashamed.

26 And I also cast my eyes round about, and beheld, on the other side of the river of
water, [The barrier between God and Satan.] a great and spacious building; [The
kingdom of the Adversary.] and it stood as it were in the air, high above the earth.
27 And it was filled with people, both old and young, both male and female; [Many
levels in Satan’s realm.] and their manner of dress was exceedingly fine; and they
were in the attitude of mocking and pointing their fingers towards those who had come
at and were partaking of the fruit. [This the manner of those of perdition, as they
mock and plot against the servants of God.]

28 And after they had tasted of the fruit they were ashamed, because of those that were
scoffing at them; and they fell away into forbidden paths and were lost. [Become sons
or daughters of perdition]

29 And now I, Nephi, do not speak all the words of my father. [Concerning those
who will fall]

30 But, to be short in writing, behold, he saw other multitudes pressing forward; and
they came and caught hold of the end of the rod of iron; and they did press their way
forward, continually holding fast to the rod of iron, until they came forth and fell

down [at the feet of Christ] and partook of the fruit of the tree.

31 And he also saw other multitudes feeling their way towards that great and spacious
building. [ Different groups of people will find their way to perdition.]

32 And it came to pass that many were drowned in the depths of the

fountain; [overcome by Satan’s temptation.] and many were lost from his view,
wandering in strange roads. [Various religions of the world.]

33 And great was the multitude that did enter into that strange building. [Church of
the Devil] And after they did enter into that building they did point the finger of scorn
at me and those that were partaking of the fruit also; but we heeded them not.

34 These are the words of my father: For as many as heeded them, [Kingdom of
Darkness] had fallen away.

35 And Laman and Lemuel partook not of the fruit, said my father. [But they did not
yet join the Church of the Devil.]

36 And it came to pass after my father had spoken all the words of his dream or vision,
which were many, he said unto us, because of these things which he saw in a vision, he
exceedingly feared for Laman and Lemuel; yea, he feared lest they should be cast off
from the presence of the Lord.

37 And he did exhort them then with all the feeling of a tender parent, that they would
hearken to his words, that perhaps the Lord would be merciful to them, and not cast
them off; yea, my father did preach unto them. [This verse says much about Lehi’s
style of parenting. He would reason and preach to his sons patiently.]
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38 And after he had preached unto them, and also prophesied [spoke by the Spirit of
God] unto them of many things, he bade them to keep the commandments of the Lord;
and he did cease speaking unto them.

Lehi’s Dream gave him comfort and understanding regarding his family
and how the Adversary operates. The most common misconception is that
as long as we hold to our scriptures and church authorities (iron rod) we
will be safe from the mists of darkness. This is not how this should be
interpreted. In the later chapter Nephi tells us that the rod of iron is the
word of God. This means that we are now receiving revelation for ourselves
and rely upon no man to teach us but the Lord. Until we learn this
important lesson we are vulnerable to the confusion and temptations that
may befall us as we walk the path.

Questions and Comments:

Thank you for the time you take to share this information! “21 And I saw numberless
concourses of people, many of whom were pressing forward, that they might obtain the
path [Those who seek the path will find it.]” Can you further define the “pressing
forward” that people do before they obtain the path and grab hold of the rod of iron?
What are these activities in real life that people engage in? Does the path begin exactly
where the rod of iron begins or is there a bit of a path leading up to the rod of iron
(symbolically and literally)? Thank you for sharing that those who seek the path will find
it. That is comforting to those of us still fumbling about! [ I did not see all of Lehi’s
dream. I saw elements of the vision he had that the Lord wanted me to see,
and I asked questions. “Pressing forward” are those who are seeking

truth. PR]

What does the rod of iron look like in Lehi’s dream? Is it connected to the ground/path
in any way or does it float in the air? Is it a dark iron color or is it lighter? Does it look
like cast iron or is it polished and smooth? Was it thick or thinner than a regular tubular
hand rail we encounter on earth around schools and sports stadiums? Was there
anything about it’s visual portrayal that held symbolism? Any idea why the rod is made
of iron? Is it because iron ore can come from rock, which can be a symbol of Christ?
Thank you for what you share! [When I saw this my eyes were more focused on
the people and what they were doing than the details of the rod. It seemed
to be a dark grey and palm width, but I don’t remember how it was fastened
to the ground or not. You should seek a revelation regarding those details if
you wish to know. PR]

I wish I could taste the flavor of the fruit, all things are first spiritual before they are
physical. I'm praying to get where I can feel the fruit, taste the flavor of it, but it is
beautiful.

28 And after they had tasted of the fruit “they were ashamed, because of those that were

scoffing at them; and they fell away into forbidden paths and were lost. [become sons or
daughters of perdition]” These are 3rd and fourth state? From what you’ve explained
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before these are they that make these covenants before condescending, to become sons
or daughters of perdition. They looked at the spacious building and desire it? [When
reading this part of the vision we assume that it was a simple glance to the
spacious building, an embarrassed feeling, and then to throw it all away to
follow Satan. This doesn’t describe the full picture of becoming a son of
perdition. Yes, these are 4th estate, but as I’ve said before, a person does
not accidentally, by simply jumping to the other side, becomes a son of
perdition after tasting of the fruit. The word “ashamed” is more than to be
embarrassed. It is similar to how a spouse would feel as they tell their bride
that they are guilty of an infidelity. Such things

occur slowly over time and result in act of complete rejection of their vows.
More hints intothe meaning behind this: 2 Timothy 1:7-9, 1 John 2:28 PR]

Gradual Infidelity, sounds to me like a process of slowly or gradually participating in
something forbidden, or desiring that which is not of the light, Godliness “No man can
serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold
to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”

Perhaps you've posted something on this previously. Man in white robe? [My answer
is in verse seven. PR]

I remember as a kid watching the living scriptures of this dream and seeing Lamen and
Lemuel in the great and spacious building partying it up. It always stuck with me until
just now you pointing out they never entered the building but just refused the fruit.
Dang you Richard Rich!

I like this additional insight in verse 30: (at the feet of Christ) ...they did press their way
forward, continually holding fast to the rod of iron, until they came forth and fell down
(Second Comforter) [at the feet of Christ] and partook of the fruit of the tree.

Lehi is such an amazing man. I have great fondness for this visionary man. Did he write
about this vision in the book of Lehi? If so, is it the same as Nephi wrote here? Or was it
tailored to the one having the vision with different emphasis and details? [Lehi saw a
different vision than Nephi. We often see different things. My vision of the
Tree of Life had different details, some were the same, some things they
saw I didn’t. Often what we see is determined by the questions we ask. PR]

An Epic Record — 1 Nephi 9:1-6

1 And all these things did my father see, and hear, and speak, as he dwelt in a tent, in the
valley of Lemuel, [For many, the most sacred places for receiving revelation is
our own homes. We make holy where we stand when we invite the

Spirit.] and also a great many more things, which cannot be written upon these plates.
2 And now, as I have spoken concerning these plates, behold they are not the plates
upon which I make a full account of the history of my people; for the plates upon which I
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make a full account of my people I have given the name of Nephi; wherefore, they are
called the plates of Nephi, after mine own name; and these plates also are called the
plates of Nephi. [Nephi kept two separate records; one for the general history
of events both secular and spiritual, and one for the ministerial history.]

3 Nevertheless, I have received a commandment of the Lord that I should make these
plates, for the special purpose that there should be an account engraven of the

ministry [convincing of Christ] of my people. [I had a similar commandment in
that I was to keep a journal of only the spiritual events I witness, separate
from the other writings.]

4 Upon the other plates should be engraven an account of the reign of the kings, and the
wars and contentions of my people; wherefore these plates are for the more part of the
ministry; and the other plates are for the more part of the reign of the kings and the
wars and contentions of my people. [Nephi wrote upon plates instead of skins or
parchment, because the Lord knew the records would be preserved.]

5 Wherefore, the Lord hath commanded me to make these plates for a wise purpose in
him, which purpose I know not. [Nephi’s other plates will also be translated
along with the sealed portion of the Book of Mormon when Zion is
established. This will be a large undertaking utilizing many translators, all
using the gift of translation to bring this about. These records will not be
forgotten.]

6 But the Lord knoweth all things from the beginning; wherefore, he prepareth a way to
accomplish all his works among the children of men; [When the day comes that all
things are revealed we will marvel at the complexity and beauty of the
history of the world, and how intimately the Lord was involved in
everything. Like the perfectly constructed script of a movie, we will realize
that it was truly a masterpiece.] for behold, he hath all power unto the fulfilling of
all his words. And thus it is. Amen.

Some of the interesting things that will be written in these records are the
stories of the women, the rise of the people of Nephi, and more of the trials
of the people.

When Nephi wrote his record it was far more than what was included in the
Book of Mormon. Mormon had to pick which parts to include according to
the Spirit which guided him.

Each of us have epic moments in our life. These moments of truth are often
forgotten by us or may seem unimportant; but the angels look upon us and
study what we do. Even now, you do not know how much of your life is
watched as it is immortalized in time and space. This means that any time
in the future, beings of light may choose to go back and see what you did,
your sacrifice, good deeds, or how you overcame something. Your life has
epic possibilities. Nephi and his family experienced an epic journey. Both
the actual physical events along with his written account of them will be
studied and experienced by countless glorified beings for eternity, and so
will yours!

Questions and Comments:

I have renewed hope in your words here and last chapter after a trying period recently.
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Thank you for sharing!

Do you foresee the translation of the other plates of Nephi and the sealed portion being
a separate endeavor from the translation of the brass plates received from Laban? Are
the former to be used by those already converted (in Zion) while the latter to convert the
seed of Lehi/Joseph? [It will begin with the sealed portion of the Book of
Mormon and then the rest will be translated, but I don’t know what order
after that. The knowledge of these records will be shared amongst those in
Zion, and the prophecy shall be fulfilled: “And the day cometh that the
words of the book which were sealed shall be read upon the house tops; and
they shall be read by the power of Christ; and all things shall be revealed
unto the children of men which ever have been among the children of men,
and which ever will be even unto the end of the earth.” 2 Nephi 27:11 PR]

Nephi Desires to See — 1 Nephi 10:1-22

1 And now I, Nephi, proceed [continue] to give an account upon these plates of my
proceedings, and my reign and ministry; wherefore, to proceed with mine account, I
must speak somewhat of the things of my father, and also of my brethren.

2 For behold, it came to pass after my father had made an end of speaking the words of
his dream, and also of exhorting them to all diligence, he spake unto them concerning
the Jews—

3 That after they should be destroyed, even that great city Jerusalem, and many be
carried away captive into Babylon, according to the own due time of the Lord, they
should return again, yea, even be brought back out of captivity; and after they should be
brought back out of captivity they should possess again the land of their

inheritance. [This began about 537 BC.]

4 Yea, even six hundred years from the time that my father left Jerusalem, a prophet
would the Lord God raise up among the Jews—even a Messiah, or, in other words, a
Savior of the world. [This is the most detailed prophecy concerning the time of
the birth of Christ in scripture up to this point, from Lehi.]

5 And he also spake concerning the prophets, how great a number had testified of these
things, concerning this Messiah, of whom he had spoken, or this Redeemer of the world.
6 Wherefore, all mankind were in a lost and in a fallen state, and ever would be save
they should rely on this Redeemer.

7 And he spake also concerning a prophet who should come before the Messiah, to
prepare the way of the Lord— [John the Baptist]

8 Yea, even he should go forth and cry in the wilderness: [ Between the Sea of
Galilee and the Dead Sea] Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and make his paths
straight; [His mission is soon to begin.] for there standeth one among you whom
ye know not; and he is mightier than I, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy to unloose.
And much spake my father concerning this thing.

9 And my father said he should baptize in Bethabara, beyond Jordan; [A ford near the
east side of the Jordan River.] and he also said he should baptize with water; even
that he should baptize the Messiah with water.
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10 And after he had baptized the Messiah with water, he should behold and bear record
that he had baptized the Lamb of God, who should take away the sins of the world. [A
very detailed description of the important event showing for the first time
the importance of baptism by water, from a Jew, almost 600 years before
Christ.]

11 And it came to pass after my father had spoken these words he spake unto my
brethren concerning the gospel which should be preached among the Jews, and also
concerning the dwindling of the Jews in unbelief. And after they had slain the Messiah,
who should come, and after he had been slain he should rise from the dead, and should
make himself manifest, by the Holy Ghost, unto the Gentiles. [All of this was shown
to Lehi because he inquired of the Lord regarding the prophecies of the
Messiah.]

12 Yea, even my father spake much concerning the Gentiles, and also concerning the
house of Israel, that they should be compared like unto an olive tree, whose branches
should be broken off and should be scattered upon all the face of the earth. [This is not
only the spreading of the Jews during the Diaspora, but also that the spirits
of these covenant children would be grafted into different blood lines
throughout the world. This is the Times of the Gentiles, a great mercy of the
Lord.]

13 Wherefore, he said it must needs be that we should be led with one accord [a
correlated effort] into the land of promise, [North America] unto the fulfilling of
the word of the Lord, that we should be scattered upon all the face of the earth.

14 And after the house of Israel should be scattered they should be gathered together
again; or, in fine, after the Gentiles had received the fulness of the Gospel, the natural
branches of the olive tree, or the remnants of the house of Israel, [Those who made
covenants before birth.] should be grafted in, or come to the knowledge of the true
Messiah, their Lord and their Redeemer. [They shall be found and taught.]

15 And after this manner of language did my father prophesy and speak unto my
brethren, and also many more things which I do not write in this book; for I have
written as many of them as were expedient for me in mine other book. [Lehi was a
student of Isaiah and other prophets, but he spoke plainly regarding these
things, as did Nephi.]

16 And all these things, of which I have spoken, were done as my father dwelt in a tent,
in the valley of Lemuel. [In simple circumstances]

17 And it came to pass after I, Nephi, having heard all the words of my father,
concerning the things which he saw in a vision, and also the things which he spake by
the power of the Holy Ghost, [revelation] which power he received by faith [Because
he believed, received revelation and acted upon it.] on the Son of God—and the
Son of God was the Messiah who should come—I, Nephi, was desirous also that I might
see, and hear, and know of these things, by the power of the Holy Ghost, [You must
desire to see, hear, and know for yourself if you are to receive the gifts of
the Spirit. Many feel this is a sin, to seek for a sign; but the difference is that
Nephi’s intent is pure, as should your desire be also.] which is the gift of God
unto all those who diligently seek him, [The Lord is no respecter of persons in
this category. All who diligently seek are given the gift according to their
righteous desire.] as well in times of old as in the time that he should manifest
himself unto the children of men. [Never changes]
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18 For he is the same yesterday, today, and forever; and the way is

prepared [opportunity] for all men [mankind] from the foundation of the world, if it
so be that they repent and come unto him. [Turn their hearts to God.]

19 For he that diligently seeketh shall find; [to act in faith, seeking revelation and
acting upon it.] and the mysteries of God [that which is unknown to the world]
shall be unfolded [little by little] unto them, by the power of the Holy Ghost, as well in
these times as in times of old, and as well in times of old as in times to come; wherefore,
the course of the Lord is one eternal round. [This is how it has always been.]

20 Therefore remember, O man, for all thy doings thou shalt be brought into

judgment. [God shall see and bless according to your faith. To judge is to
separate and organize.]

21 Wherefore, if ye have sought to do wickedly [not seeking God and His works] in
the days of your probation, then ye are found unclean before the judgment-seat of

God; [the Throne of Heaven] and no unclean thing can dwell with God; [without
the Holy Ghost] wherefore, ye must be cast off forever. [Remain impure]

22 And the Holy Ghost giveth authority that I should speak these things, and deny them
not. [Spirit of Prophecy]

Questions and Comments:

PR, the BofM and its clarity of Christ so many years beforehand is stunning. Was the
Bible / the prophets in it, were they placed under a gag order of sorts to not speak with
similar clarity? I am personally under the impression we have a fairly watered down
version of what was testified / prophesied of about Christ in the Bible. Also, can you
speak in defense of Isaiah— from what the consensus of biblical scholars say, the
argument is being made that the book of Isaiah spanned 3 different authors over a time
period 500 + years. I'm learning that a critical scholarly / secular investigation of
Christianity especially the Restoration reveals so many holes. Profound, seemingly
troublesome irregularities can be pointed out. The traditions of man: falsehoods,
corrupt spin / understanding of many elements of our history etc have grown
exponentially since the Prophet was taken from our midst and we were left with a lesser
order of things— this loss of light and truth and the subsequent manifestation of God’s
power has so easily given life to those who can with convincing power mock and find
astonishing difficult information that make it hard for so many to overcome. The more I
awake to truth (God’s truth] the more I realize what a powerful strong hold Satan has on
this fallen sphere which was made all the stronger when Joseph and his connection to

heaven, was taken...

I was thinking about this recently, how we feel that we shouldn’t seek, that it might be a
sin, or that maybe we are not good enough to receive it, the list goes on and on of why
we couldn’t receive light, the mysteries of God. That’s exactly what veil us. “—I, Nephi,
was desirous also that I might see, and hear, and know of these things, by the power of
the Holy Ghost” our desires when pure, will lead us to God. [I don’t know anything
about a gag order. Daniel was very accurate in many of his predictions too.
Isaiah was the first to go into great detail regarding the Messiah’s life that I
am aware of in the written form. They each had their prophetic roles. Lehi’s
prophecies were meant for his posterity and being in the new land were
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fortunate to know exactly when to expect the coming of Christ so they could
look for the signs. When I did my personal spiritual translations of Isaiah
(included in A Witness of the End of Times) what I was given is that they
were all Isaiah. I’'ve heard the theory that they are three different people,
but that is not what I was told concerning the source of the text. PR]

How can we know if our intent is pure? [If your intentions are to honestly know
His will for you, to have a real relationship, and to serve Him without guile.
The Spirit will tell you if anything is lacking. PR]

In verse 13 it states: “Wherefore, he said it must needs be that we should be led with one
accord [a correlated effort] into the land of promise, [North America] unto the fulfilling
of the word of the Lord, that we should be scattered upon all the face of the earth.”
When you indicate “North America”, this seems to give credibility to the “Heartland
Theory” of the Book of Mormon. Is there credibility to the Heartland Theory of the Book
of Mormon? If so, was the land of Zarahemla located in the current city of Nauvoo,
Illinois, or in the vicinity of its current day location? [Yes. Zarahemla was not in
Nauvoo, but was in that area. There were some Nephites who traveled south
into Central America after Christ came to America. PR]

Exceedingly High Mountain — 1 Nephi 11:1-36

1 For it came to pass [After a period of time] after I had desired to know the things
that my father had seen, and believing that the Lord was able to make them known unto
me, as I sat pondering in mine heart [Most all my most sacred experiences with
the Lord came while I was sitting and praying. “Pondering” is a state of
meditation mixed with prayer.] I was caught away in the Spirit of the Lord, [This
is a typical ascension, where our spirit splits and we are still sitting. It feels
as if in every sense we are in a different place.] yea, into an exceedingly high
mountain, which I never had before seen, and upon which I never had before set my
foot. [In my case this was like a glass room high above the earth. I know that
Jesus was shown the whole earth by Satan and He too was high above the
earth. I believe Nephi may have been taken to a similar place.]

2 And the Spirit [An angelic messenger] said unto me: Behold, what desirest thou?
3 And I said: I desire to behold the things which my father saw.

4 And the Spirit said unto me: Believest thou that thy father saw the tree of which he
hath spoken?

5 And I said: Yea, thou knowest that I believe all the words of my father. [Interesting
the casual nature of the conversation.]

6 And when I had spoken these words, the Spirit cried with a loud voice, saying:
Hosanna to the Lord, the most high God; for he is God over all the earth, yea, even
above all. And blessed art thou, Nephi, because thou believest in the Son of the most
high God; wherefore, thou shalt behold the things which thou hast desired. [This was a
big moment for Nephi, the angel announces that he will receive the blessing
he seeks and he begins a new level of communication with heaven.]
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7 And behold this thing shall be given unto thee for a sign, that after thou hast beheld
the tree which bore the fruit which thy father tasted, thou shalt also behold a man
descending out of heaven, and him shall ye witness; and after ye have witnessed him ye
shall bear record that it is the Son of God. [Nephi is given instruction for what he
will do with his new knowledge.]

8 And it came to pass that the Spirit said unto me: Look! [Whenever this word is
spoken in the Heavenly Realm we are being directed to view a new vision. It
begins a little foggy and quickly materializes into what we are to see.] And I
looked and beheld a tree; and it was like unto the tree which my father had seen; and the
beauty thereof was far beyond, yea, exceeding of all beauty; and the whiteness thereof
did exceed the whiteness of the driven snow. [This is not your normal tree, as it is
planted in the heavenly realms. Nephi did not expect it to be as much, based
on his expectation after listening to his father describe the tree.]

9 And it came to pass after I had seen the tree, I said unto the Spirit: I behold thou hast
shown unto me the tree which is precious above all.

10 And he said unto me: What desirest thou? [In the Heavenly Realm questions
always precede the answers.]

11 And I said unto him: To know the interpretation thereof—for I spake unto him as a
man speaketh; for I beheld that he was in the form of a man; yet nevertheless, I knew
that it was the Spirit of the Lord; and he spake unto me as a man speaketh with
another. [Some have read this assuming it is the Holy Ghost in bodily form.
All spirits that are messengers can be termed a spirit of the Lord, yet may
not be angels sent from the Highest Court of Heaven like a Seraphim. These
spirits are often close to us, yet our memories do not allow us to know
them. Read the link in the title bar: Our Temporal Progression > Gift of the
Holy Ghost.]

12 And it came to pass that he said unto me: Look! [another vision] And I looked as if
to look upon him, and I saw him not; for he had gone from before my presence.

13 And it came to pass that I looked and beheld the great city of Jerusalem, and also
other cities. And I beheld the city of Nazareth; and in the city of Nazareth I beheld a
virgin, and she was exceedingly fair and white.

14 And it came to pass that I saw the heavens open; and an angel came down and stood
before me; [a different messenger] and he said unto me: Nephi, what beholdest
thou?

15 And I said unto him: A virgin, most beautiful and fair above all other virgins.

16 And he said unto me: Knowest thou the condescension of God? [The
understanding that the Messiah would be God’s condescension among men
was contested amongst the Jews. The meaning behind the Messiah taking
bodily form was a mystery to most everyone, even those who studied such
things.]

17 And I said unto him: I know that he loveth his children; nevertheless, I do not know
the meaning of all things.

18 And he said unto me: Behold, the virgin whom thou seest is the mother of the Son of
God, after the manner of the flesh. [There is a distinction made between His
Eternal mother, and that of a mother in the flesh. Herein lies a mystery
regarding Mary’s role, but she is not Heavenly Mother as some have
supposed.]
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19 And it came to pass that I beheld that she was carried away in the Spirit; [Mary had
an experience which helped her to understand her role more fully. Her
anointed mission was to carry the Christ child and to rear Him. She was a
virgin in every implication. There was no intercourse involved with her in
the conception of the child.] and after she had been carried away in the Spirit for
the space of a time the angel spake unto me, saying: Look!

20 And I looked and beheld the virgin again, bearing a child in her arms.

21 And the angel said unto me: Behold the Lamb of God, [the future Sacrifice] yea,
even the Son of the Eternal Father! Knowest thou the meaning of the tree which thy
father saw? [The Holy Spirit was teaching Nephi as he witnessed the vision.]
22 And I answered him, saying: Yea, it is the love of God, which sheddeth itself abroad
in the hearts of the children of men; wherefore, it is the most desirable above all
things. [The Tree is a gift of our heavenly parents, which gift is greater than
anything the children of men could desire.]

23 And he spake unto me, saying: Yea, and the most joyous to the soul.

24 And after he had said these words, he said unto me: Look! And I looked, and I beheld
the Son of God going forth among the children of men; and I saw many fall down at his
feet and worship him.

25 And it came to pass that I beheld that the rod of iron, which my father had seen, was
the word of God, [Personal revelation as received by the Spirit, through
scripture, others, or however the Lord will communicate with us
directly.]which led to the fountain of living waters, or to the tree of life; which waters
are a representation of the love of God; [There is a fountain of pure living waters
that issues forth from the Tree of Life.] and I also beheld that the tree of life was a
representation of the love of God.

26 And the angel said unto me again: Look and behold the condescension of God!

27 And I looked and beheld the Redeemer of the world, of whom my father had spoken;
and I also beheld the prophet who should prepare the way before him. [John the
Baptist] And the Lamb of God went forth and was baptized of him; and after he was
baptized, I beheld the heavens open, and the Holy Ghost [Gift of the Holy

Ghost] come down out of heaven and abide upon him in the form of a dove. [A
change in His spirit, as it abode in Him from that moment forward. Jesus
had to go beneath all things before He could rise above all things. The dove
was a sign to John that He was the Redeemer.]

28 And I beheld that he went forth ministering unto the people, in power and great
glory; and the multitudes were gathered together to hear him; and I beheld that they
cast him out from among them.

29 And I also beheld twelve others following him. And it came to pass that they were
carried away in the Spirit from before my face, and I saw them not. [He only saw a
glimpse.]

30 And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me again, saying: Look! And I looked,
and I beheld the heavens open again, and I saw angels descending upon the children of
men; and they did minister unto them. [The gift of the ministering of Angels, as
many of the Dominions came to the Jews and spoke to their minds and
hearts who would listen. All this from the other side of the veil as they
sought to prepare them.]
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31 And he spake unto me again, saying: Look! And I looked, and I beheld the Lamb of
God going forth among the children of men. And I beheld multitudes of people who
were sick, and who were afflicted with all manner of diseases, and with devils and
unclean spirits; and the angel spake and showed all these things unto me. And they were
healed by the power of the Lamb of God; and the devils and the unclean spirits were cast
out. [Every sick person was also afflicted with evil spirits, as is how it
commonly occurs. Each healing was accompanied by a forgiveness of sins.]
32 And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me again, saying: Look! And I looked
and beheld the Lamb of God, that he was taken by the people; yea, the Son of the
everlasting God was judged of the world; [to fulfill all righteousness] and I saw and
bear record.

33 And I, Nephi, saw that he was lifted up upon the cross [The word for his place of
execution.] and slain for the sins of the world.

34 And after he was slain I saw the multitudes of the earth, that they were gathered
together [gathered by the Adversary] to fight against the apostles of the Lamb; for
thus were the twelve called by the angel of the Lord. [An Apostle is a witness of the
resurrected Christ with a mission to be a traveling minister for the Lord. A
disciple is a follower who has not yet had this witness or stewardship.]

35 And the multitude of the earth was gathered together; and I beheld that they were in
a large and spacious building, like unto the building which my father saw. [Church of
the Devil] And the angel of the Lord spake unto me again, saying: Behold the world
and the wisdom thereof; yea, behold the house of Israel hath gathered together to fight
against the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [The covenant children of God had
rebelled against their King.]

36 And it came to pass that I saw and bear record, that the great and spacious building
was the pride of the world; and it fell, and the fall thereof was exceedingly great. And the
angel of the Lord spake unto me again, saying: Thus shall be the destruction of all
nations, kindreds, tongues, and people, that shall fight against the twelve apostles of the
Lamb. [The great and spacious building is the entire world, all the races of
men that join the Church of the Devil to fight against God.]

It was this visionary experience where Nephi becomes a prophet of the
Lord. He is shown things regarding the mission of Christ and given a
commandment by a messenger of the Lord (Spirit of the Lord) to bear
record of it, meaning to write it down. He has not yet had his full Second
Comforter experience, yet is being prepared for this. It is important to note
that this chapter is a continuation of the previous chapter, as there were no
chapter divisions in the original translation. Nephi wanted to emphasize
that such visions are available to all who diligently seek Him. He desired to
see and know for himself what his father had seen.

I also desired to see what Lehi and Nephi saw and was shown much of the
same things. It is interesting to me how each of us see differently depending
upon the questions we ask. Is your heart pure and your intentions
righteous? It will “come to pass” that you too will have such visions as you
learn to trust in the Lord in all righteousness.
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Questions and Comments:

Nephi sees first the Spirit of the Lord “I was caught away in the Spirit of the Lord”

then he says that the this Spirit speaks to him “2 And the Spirit said unto me...”

But before the Spirit leaves Nephi says “I knew that it was the Spirit of the Lord; and he
spake unto me as a man speaketh to another” then the Spirit leaves, and he sees Mary
and Then an angel comes, someone different: “14 And it came to pass that I saw the
heavens open; and an angel came down and stood before me;” it seems to me that this
second one is a complete different messenger. This is what is kind of confusing for me,
how Nephi says he is talking to the Spirit of the Lord at first, and as soon as the vision of
Mary comes up the Spirit of the Lord leaves and then another messenger, and angel
takes over. [It is not uncommon for another angel to have a stewardship to
teach different things. PR]

Was the first messenger the Spirit of Christ? That’s what I'm reading in these verses.
Thanks for the clarification. [That is not my understanding. PR]

Total different topic, I was thinking, or pondering on those that were cast out for
rebellion, in the war in Heaven, where did they go? Second question, those sons and
daughters of perdition here now, are they part of that group that were cast out? Or they
joined Satan later? I received,

I believe a thought that they have to fulfill the measure of their creation. Just like Alma
and Amulek had to witness the martyrdom of the innocent in Ammonihah, these have to
come and complete their desires. [The “third part” were the angels that joined
Satan and were cast out of the presence of God to the earth in the realm of
the spirit. These have taken upon them bodies and many become sons of

perdition. PR]

You say that Mary is not Heavenly Mother. Yet if there is no plural marriage in the
eternities if she is the mother of the Son of God doesn’t that necessarily mean the Father
is her consort or spouse. Furthermore the “tree” was also a symbol in Ancient Israel of
heavenly mother or Asherah. Her symbol of a tree bearing fruit and surrounded by
sheep rising up to eat the fruit was her image. This was the image that was kept in the
Temple for hundreds of years. I also thought that initially when Nephi sees the tree and
then asks for an interpretation the fact that he is shown Mary clearly links her to the
tree. Further it always seemed to me she “condescended “ to came into mortality to bear
her Son and her husband’s son. I may be wrong about all of this but would be interested
in any further light you may be willing offer. Thanks [The Tree is the love of God,
both Father and Mother. Mary was the pure vessel to carry the Son of God.
How this occurred is not permitted for me to write, but it was not a
polygamous relationship. As people attempt to piece the mystery together
there are interesting theories that help make sense of it, as are many
mysteries, but the only way to know for sure is to receive the knowledge
from God. Take what you wish from my writings to help you in your search
for truth, but only trust in the revelation the Lord gives you. PR]
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Out of the many people you have asked about and met in vision, you have said very little
about Mary, the mother of Christ. Is there more you can add, such as what happened to
her after the Ascension of the Lord? [ I wrote about her in the book, A Witness
of the Life of Christ. Towards the end it has information of what happened
after Christ’s resurrection. PR]

The “third part” were the angels that joined Satan and were cast out of the presence of
God to the earth in the realm of the spirit. These have taken upon them bodies and
many become sons of perdition. Perdition are those who were 4th estate beings, so
when it says “third part” what is the original number we are basing that on? So this
“third part” of the angels who rejected the Eternal Covenant of Heavenly Father are still
able to receive bodies? I thought part of their punishment for rejecting the Covenant was
being unable to obtain a body. Are these angels drawn from the Sons of Men? [It was
not a 1/3 portion but a part, meaning a kind. This included 4th estate, and
other creatures. The first were the 4th estate and then those of 2nd estate
who made covenants to follow Satan. They were cast out of the presence of
God, and sent to the telestial realm, but they can possess and even by born
into bodies under certain circumstances. PR]

And these sons and daughters of perdition can obtain bodies not just by being born into
the race of men but also from Adams seed, right? Such was the case of Cain. [Yes, they

can be born into bodies. PR]

How are they born in to bodies if their punishment was to not get a body? [I used to
believe that too. They were cast out of God’s presence to the earth, but there
is no scripture that says they could not have physical bodies. In fact, Satan
said to the Father, “I will take the spirits that follow me, and they shall
possess the bodies thou createst for Adam and Eve! PR]

Is the Book of Mormon historically accurate as in time frames and actual accounts of
past figures? Is any of it simply metaphorical, using characters and experiences to
demonstrate our relationship to God? [Everything I have seen tells me it is exact,
though some things are misinterpreted. PR]

Who or what are the Dominions you mentioned in verse 30? [The Dominions are
the hierarchy of angels that we refer to as the 144k or fourth estate. PR]

Nephi’s Descendants — 1 Nephi 12:1-23

1 And it came to pass that the angel said unto me: Look, and behold thy

seed, [future descendants] and also the seed of thy brethren. And I looked and
beheld the land of promise; and I beheld multitudes of people, yea, even as it were in
number as many as the sand of the sea. [Nephi is a prophet, seer, and revelator.]
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2 And it came to pass that I beheld multitudes gathered together to battle, one against
the other; and I beheld wars, and rumors of wars, and great slaughters with the sword
among my people.

3 And it came to pass that I beheld many generations pass away, [About 600 years.]
after the manner of wars and contentions in the land; and I beheld many cities, yea,
even that I did not number them.

4 And it came to pass that I saw a mist of darkness on the face of the land of promise;
and I saw lightnings, and I heard thunderings, and earthquakes, and all manner of
tumultuous noises; and I saw the earth and the rocks, that they rent; and I saw
mountains tumbling into pieces; and I saw the plains of the earth, that they were broken
up; and I saw many cities that they were sunk; and I saw many that they were burned
with fire; and I saw many that did tumble to the earth, because of the quaking

thereof. [See 3 Nephi 8]

5 And it came to pass after I saw these things, I saw the vapor of darkness, that it passed
from off the face of the earth; and behold, I saw multitudes who had not fallen because
of the great and terrible judgments of the Lord. [These destructions are caused by
the dark sun that comes within proximity to the earth. Many times in
earth’s history this has occurred and brought destructions. It will again
occur in the future, and lead to other destructions, but the most drastic
destructions will follow the arrival of the City of Enoch, which will appear
as a comet or planet approaching earth, bright in its apparel.]

6 And I saw the heavens open, [spirtual realm] and the Lamb of God descending out
of heaven; and he came down and showed himself unto them.

7 And I also saw and bear record that the Holy Ghost fell upon twelve others; [a mantle
of light] and they were ordained of God, [given instructions to their callings] and
chosen.

8 And the angel spake unto me, saying: Behold the twelve disciples of the Lamb, who are
chosen to minister unto thy seed. [He both sees it and then is given the
interpretation by the angel.]

9 And he said unto me: Thou rememberest the twelve apostles of the Lamb? Behold they
are they who shall judge the twelve tribes of Israel; wherefore, the twelve ministers of
thy seed shall be judged of them; for ye are of the house of Israel. [To judge is to
organize and to separate. This is occurring even today amongst the
Principalities in the First Heaven, a hierarchy of the anointed servants that
judges the House of Israel. The twelve apostles of Christ administer over
this with a particular arch angel at their head. Only Christ makes the final
judgment as to one’s ascension, but he has placed these duties upon his
twelve apostles, as has been from before the foundation of the world.]

10 And these twelve ministers whom thou beholdest shall judge thy seed. [A subset to
judge.] And, behold, they are righteous forever; for because of their faith in the Lamb
of God their garments are made white in his blood. [recipients of Eternal Life]

11 And the angel said unto me: Look! And I looked, and beheld three generations pass
away in righteousness; [A generation in this context is the life of a person,
which is about 70 years.] and their garments were white even like unto the Lamb of
God. And the angel said unto me: These are made white in the blood of the Lamb,
because of their faith in him.
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12 And I, Nephi, also saw many of the fourth generation who passed away in
righteousness.

13 And it came to pass that I saw the multitudes of the earth gathered together.

14 And the angel said unto me: Behold thy seed, and also the seed of thy brethren.

15 And it came to pass that I looked and beheld the people of my seed gathered together
in multitudes against the seed of my brethren; and they were gathered together to battle.
16 And the angel spake unto me, saying: Behold the fountain of filthy water which thy
father saw; yea, even the river of which he spake; and the depths thereof are the depths
of hell. [The river represents the cunning and organization of Satan, which
washes away those who come unto it.]

17 And the mists of darkness are the temptations of the devil, which blindeth the eyes,
and hardeneth the hearts of the children of men, and leadeth them away into broad
roads, that they perish and are lost. [In our day we have more temptations than
any time in the history of the world. The mist of darkness is particularly
thick, yet there are voices calling out to those on the path to grab hold of the
rod. Many are afraid to do so, thinking if they lean in too close they may fall
into the river. Some seeking to find a better way fall into forbidden paths. It
is difficult, but we can find the rod if we have faith.]

18 And the large and spacious building, which thy father saw, is vain imaginations and
the pride of the children of men. [This is the lure of the Adversary, to seek
personal gratification and establish a dominion.] And a great and a terrible gulf
divideth them; yea, even the word of the justice of the Eternal God, and the Messiah who
is the Lamb of God, of whom the Holy Ghost beareth record, from the beginning of the
world until this time, and from this time henceforth and forever. [Outer darkness is
completely cut off from God’s dominion.]

19 And while the angel spake these words, I beheld and saw that the seed of my brethren
did contend against my seed, according to the word of the angel; and because of the
pride of my seed, and the temptations of the devil, I beheld that the seed of my brethren
did overpower the people of my seed. [The last battle, which actually did not take
place in New York, but in the Mountain West.]

20 And it came to pass that I beheld, and saw the people of the seed of my brethren that
they had overcome my seed; and they went forth in multitudes upon the face of the
land. [Spread out over North America.]

21 And I saw them gathered together in multitudes; and I saw wars and rumors of wars
among them; and in wars and rumors of wars I saw many generations pass away.

22 And the angel said unto me: Behold these shall dwindle in unbelief. [Overcome
with false traditions.]

23 And it came to pass that I beheld, after they had dwindled in unbelief they became a
dark, and loathsome, and a filthy people, full of idleness and all manner of
abominations. [This was the state of the American Indian when the explorers
of the New World began to come to the Americas in larger numbers.]

Questions and Comments:

Is the dark sun planet 7x or Nibiru? [I don’t know. I’ve heard of Nibiru, but I
don’t know much about it. PR]
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I imagine this is what caused the great destruction in the Promised Land at the time of
the Savior’s death. I have wondered why there were three hours of darkness on the other
side of the world, but three days of darkness in the Americas. Any idea how this ties in to
the Hopi’s Blue/Red Kachina? [I am not familiar with that. PR]

“There are voices calling out to those on the path to grab hold of the rod. Many are
afraid to do so, thinking if they lean in too close they may fall into the river.” Could you
explain what you mean by this? How could one fear falling into the river by seeking the
rod or getting too close to the rod? [Many are too afraid that they will be
deceived that they stay where they are, in their comfortable spot. However,
to grab hold of the rod is a leap of faith. PR]

How could one fear falling into the river by seeking the rod or getting too close to the
rod?” For what it’s worth, I actually had this fear for over a year recently. Unbelief can
cause an odd fear that does not allow you to see the forest for the trees. I balked at the
idea that I could actually hear the voice of the Lord through the holy ghost prompting
me. After I figured out that I really was being sought after, pulled, enticed by the Light
and Love of God, I was led to do specific things that were uncomfortable but right. As I
did them- acting in faith, things began to unfold immediately. They continue to do so. I
will say that 1 Nephi 22:20-22 was key for me. The Holy One of Israel is the prophet I
must hear and if I do not hear Him, I will be cut off. It’s a fantastic scripture, but can
create uneasiness when you confront what it actually means. For me, this scripture
means to be careful with the tendency to rely on the arm of flesh and instead rely on the
Lord- the Holy One of Israel. Can you see how that could create a fear of falling into the
river? [Edit, PR] Ultimately, I must hear the voice of the Lord or be cut off.

Vision of America — 1 Nephi 13:1-42

1 And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me, saying: Look! And I looked and
beheld many nations and kingdoms. [The many various sovereign countries of
the world.]

2 And the angel said unto me: What beholdest thou? And I said: I behold many nations
and kingdoms.

3 And he said unto me: These are the nations and kingdoms of the Gentiles. [ Different
races of the children of men, those without the Everlasting Covenant.]

4 And it came to pass that I saw among the nations of the Gentiles the formation of a
great church. [An assembly for a united purpose.]

5 And the angel said unto me: Behold the formation of a church which is most
abominable above all other churches, which slayeth the saints of God, yea, and tortureth
them and bindeth them down, and yoketh them with a yoke of iron, and bringeth them
down into captivity.

6 And it came to pass that I beheld this great and abominable church; and I saw the
devil that he was the founder of it. [This is the beginning of the alliance that will
become the power brokers of the Sons of Perdition living upon this earth.
Such has been since the days of Cain, yet reached great heights after the
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time of Christ. They have been mostly hidden in the shadows, yet have been
the means to cause Great War, bloodshed, and evil upon this earth.

Their tentacles and influence today stretches into every country, nation and
kingdom; whereas, until the Diaspora their influence was very limited.]

7 And I also saw gold, and silver, and silks, and scarlets, and fine-twined linen, and all
manner of precious clothing; and I saw many harlots. [These control the riches of
the earth and human trafficking.]

8 And the angel spake unto me, saying: Behold the gold, and the silver, and the silks,
and the scarlets, and the fine-twined linen, and the precious clothing, and the harlots,
are the desires of this great and abominable church. [They live for self-
gratification.]

9 And also for the praise of the world do they destroy the saints of God, and bring them
down into captivity. [They fight against true Christianity, and actively work to
sway public opinion through propaganda.]

10 And it came to pass that I looked and beheld many waters; and they divided the
Gentiles from the seed of my brethren. [The isolation of the Americas.]

11 And it came to pass that the angel said unto me: Behold [now you shall see] the
wrath of God [justice] is upon the seed of thy brethren. [Lamanite remnants]

12 And I looked and beheld a man [Columbus] among the Gentiles, who was separated
from the seed of my brethren by the many waters; and I beheld the Spirit of God, that it
came down and wrought [had an influence] upon the man; and he went forth upon
the many waters, even unto the seed of my brethren, who were in the promised

land. [North America]

13 And it came to pass that I beheld the Spirit of God, that it wrought upon other
Gentiles; and they went forth out of captivity, upon the many waters. [Those seeking
religious freedom.]

14 And it came to pass that I beheld many multitudes of the Gentiles upon the land of
promise; and I beheld the wrath of God, [Justice (to separate and organize),
meaning that the Lord chose to allow disease and subjugation to weaken the
Native American people to allow for a new people to take possession of the
land.] that it was upon the seed of my brethren; and they were scattered before the
Gentiles and were smitten. [The hardships of the American Indian nations.
More Native Americans died from disease and starvation than from war.]
15 And I beheld the Spirit of the Lord, that it was upon the Gentiles, [Those who were
not direct descendants of the Jews] and they did prosper and obtain the land for
their inheritance; and I beheld that they were white, and exceedingly fair and beautiful,
like unto my people before they were slain. [Although their skin color was white,
it is more a reference to their goodness and dedication to God. It’s
important to note that although these Gentiles were mostly good, even then
the tentacles of the abominable church were attempting to usurp their
power in the new land.]

16 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld that the Gentiles who had gone forth out of
captivity did humble themselves before the Lord; and the power of the Lord was with
them. [The Americans prospered exceedingly.]

17 And I beheld that their mother Gentiles were gathered together upon the waters, and
upon the land also, to battle against them. [The British Empire.]
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18 And I beheld that the power of God was with them, and also that the wrath of God
was upon all those that were gathered together against them to battle. [All nations
that try to subjugate America failed.]

19 And I, Nephi, beheld that the Gentiles that had gone out of captivity were delivered
by the power of God out of the hands of all other nations. [God’s hand was upon this
people.]

20 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld that they did prosper in the land; and I
beheld a book, and it was carried forth among them. [The Bible]

21 And the angel said unto me: Knowest thou the meaning of the book?

22 And I said unto him: I know not.

23 And he said: Behold it proceedeth out of the mouth of a Jew. And I, Nephi, beheld it;
and he said unto me: The book that thou beholdest is a record of the Jews, which
contains the covenants of the Lord, which he hath made unto the house of Israel; and it
also containeth many of the prophecies of the holy prophets; and it is a record like unto
the engravings which are upon the plates of brass, save there are not so many; [The Old
Testament is significantly smaller than the brass plates in its

history.] nevertheless, they contain the covenants of the Lord, which he hath made
unto the house of Israel; wherefore, they are of great worth unto the Gentiles.

24 And the angel of the Lord said unto me: Thou hast beheld that the book proceeded
forth from the mouth of a Jew; [source was not the Gentiles.] and when it
proceeded forth from the mouth of a Jew it contained the fulness of the gospel of the
Lord, of whom the twelve apostles bear record; and they bear record according to the
truth which is in the Lamb of God. [The fullness of the Gospel is the Doctrine of
Christ and the path required to receive the Holy Ghost.]

25 Wherefore, these things go forth from the Jews in purity unto the Gentiles, according
to the truth which is in God. [The Lord gives His approval of the contents of the
original books included in the Bible.]

26 And after they go forth by the hand of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, from the Jews
unto the Gentiles, thou seest the formation of that great and abominable church, [the
organized effort of this secret combination of sons of Perdition.] which is
most abominable above all other churches; for behold, they have taken away from the
gospel of the Lamb many parts which are plain and most precious; and also many
covenants of the Lord have they taken away. [A redefining of the truth in the
scriptures.]

27 And all this have they done that they might pervert the right ways of the Lord, that
they might blind the eyes and harden the hearts of the children of men.

28 Wherefore, thou seest that after the book hath gone forth through the hands of the
great and abominable church, that there are many plain and precious things taken away
from the book, which is the book of the Lamb of God. [A misunderstanding
regarding man’s relationship with God. Some of which occurred during the
English translation.]

29 And after these plain and precious things were taken away it goeth forth unto all the
nations of the Gentiles; and after it goeth forth unto all the nations of the Gentiles, yea,
even across the many waters which thou hast seen with the Gentiles which have gone
forth out of captivity, thou seest—because of the many plain and precious things which
have been taken out of the book, which were plain unto the understanding of the
children of men, according to the plainness which is in the Lamb of God—because of
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these things which are taken away out of the gospel of the Lamb, an exceedingly great
many do stumble, yea, insomuch that Satan hath great power over them. [They do not
understand repentance, sin, Holy Ghost, Satan, charity, and our
relationship with Christ.]

30 Nevertheless, thou beholdest that the Gentiles who have gone forth out of captivity,
and have been lifted up by the power of God above all other nations, upon the face of the
land which is choice above all other lands, which is the land that the Lord God hath
covenanted with thy father that his seed should have for the land of their inheritance;
wherefore, thou seest that the Lord God will not suffer that the Gentiles will utterly
destroy the mixture of thy seed, which are among thy brethren. [The American
Indian is preserved in the land.]

31 Neither will he suffer that the Gentiles shall destroy the seed of thy brethren.

32 Neither will the Lord God suffer that the Gentiles shall forever remain in that awful
state of blindness, which thou beholdest they are in, because of the plain and most
precious parts of the gospel of the Lamb which have been kept back by that
abominablechurch, whose formation thou hast seen. [The Lord will restore His
Gospel among them.]

33 Wherefore saith the Lamb of God: I will be merciful unto the Gentiles, unto the
visiting of the remnant of the house of Israel in great judgment. [They are
preserved.]

34 And it came to pass that the angel of the Lord spake unto me, saying: Behold, saith
the Lamb of God, after I have visited the remnant of the house of Israel—and this
remnant of whom I speak is the seed of thy father—wherefore, after I have visited them
in judgment, and smitten them by the hand of the Gentiles, and after the Gentiles do
stumble exceedingly, because of the most plain and precious parts of the gospel of the
Lamb which have been kept back by that abominable church, which is the mother of
harlots, saith the Lamb—I will be merciful unto the Gentiles in that day, insomuch that I
will bring forth unto them, in mine own power, much of my gospel, [but not

all.] which shall be plain and precious, saith the Lamb. [The Restoration through
Joseph Smith of these precious truths by means of the Book of Mormon and
the revelations.]

35 For, behold, saith the Lamb: I will manifest myself unto thy seed, that they [the
Nephite prophets] shall write many things which I shall minister unto them, which
shall be plain and precious; and after thy seed shall be destroyed, and dwindle in
unbelief, and also the seed of thy brethren, behold, these things shall be hid up, [Hill
Cummorah and Shim] to come forth unto the Gentiles, by the gift and power of the
Lamb.

36 And in them shall be written my gospel, saith the Lamb, and my rock and my
salvation.

37 And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall
have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost; and if they endure unto the end they shall
be lifted up at the last day, and shall be saved in the everlasting kingdom of the Lamb;
and whoso shall publish peace, yea, tidings of great joy, how beautiful upon the
mountains shall they be. [This prophecy is for the time of Joseph Smith, but
more so for those of our day which are about to bring forth Zion before the
Lord’s coming.]
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38 And it came to pass that I beheld the remnant of the seed of my brethren, and also
the book of the Lamb of God, [Bible] which had proceeded forth from the mouth of the
Jew, that it came forth from the Gentiles unto the remnant of the seed of my brethren.
39 And after it had come forth unto them I beheld other books, [the Book of
Mormon and the Revelations] which came forth by the power of the Lamb, from
the Gentiles unto them, unto the convincing of the Gentiles and the remnant of the seed
of my brethren, and also the Jews who were scattered upon all the face of the earth, that
the records of the prophets and of the twelve apostles of the Lamb are true. [New
Translations]

40 And the angel spake unto me, saying: These last records, which thou hast seen
among the Gentiles, shall establish the truth of the first, which are of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb, and shall make known the plain and precious things which have been taken
away from them; and shall make known to all kindreds, tongues, and people, that the
Lamb of God is the Son of the Eternal Father, and the Savior of the world; and that all
men must come unto him, or they cannot be saved.

41 And they must come according to the words which shall be established by the mouth
of the Lamb; and the words of the Lamb shall be made known in the records of thy
seed, [BofM] as well as in the records of the twelve apostles of the Lamb; [the
Bible]wherefore they both shall be established in one; for there is one God and one
Shepherd over all the earth.

42 And the time cometh [Speaking to Nephi for the near future.] that he shall
manifest himself unto all nations, [races] both unto the Jews and also unto the
Gentiles; and after he has manifested himself unto the Jews and also unto the Gentiles,
then he shall manifest himself unto the Gentiles and also unto the Jews, and the last
shall be first, and the first shall be last. [Times of the Gentiles will begin where all
people of the world shall have the opportunity to accept the Everlasting
Covenant.]

Nephi’s vision of America is very detailed as he describes in only a few
words how his people will tie into God’s purposes in the last days, 2600
years in the future! He points directly to the secret combination that will
fill the earth. This is important information, for today the effects of their
evil is widespread. Nephi finally sees the purpose behind the records he is
keeping and the great blessing that this will have upon his people and the
many nations of the earth.

Questions and Comments:

Hello and thank you for what you are doing. In this blog you mention both the Hill
Cummorah and the Hill Shim. Does that mean that both places are places of deposit of
Nephite records? I had never thought of it that way! Could you explain further? [The
Hill Shim is where the brass plates, Book of Mormon, and the entire library
of Nephite records are kept. PR]

I've felt that verse 39 had reference to our present records, but also (and importantly) to

the additional sealed records yet to come forth — the brass plates, the greater portion of
Christ’s ministry to the Nephites, the brother of Jared’s revelation, etc.. So far, the
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revelations we have presently haven’t been sufficient to convince the remnant of Lehi’s
seed nor the Jews “that the records of the prophets and of the twelve apostles of the
Lamb are true.” They have done much in convincing some Gentiles. I've also come to
believe that the Joseph and Davidic servants will be instrumental in bringing forth these
additional records to their brethren. Is that your understanding as well? Thanks so
much. [Yes, very much so. But the further translations will mostly be for the
Remnant of Jacob and those who dwell in Zion. PR]

Verse 12 mentions the man across the many waters and you have placed Columbus
there. Have you been shown that, in fact, it was actually Columbus? I have wondered
much about this as there were two others that crossed the many waters before
Columbus, Lief Eriksen and William Sinclair. They each landed up north on the
continent and worked inland. In particularly, Sinclair made peaceful pacts with the
Native Americans. He was Scottish and came at a time in the 1300’s AD or thereabouts.
Ericksen was Viking from Norway I believe and came at a time estimated at around
1000 AD. That’s why I ask if you have been shown if it was Columbus. Of course, he
landed down in the Gulf of Mexico somewhere and was coming to claim the land for
Spain, which led to the entire confiscation of the possessions of the peoples in Middle
and South America. Which oddly enough, are said to have been peopled by other races,
not the American Indians. [I know there were others who also came, but it was
Columbus that kicked open the door to further settling of the Americas by
the waves of people who were to come. I would pray for your own personal

revelation on this. PR]

37 And blessed are they who shall seek to bring forth my Zion at that day, for they shall
have the gift and the power of the Holy Ghost” How may I personally seek to bring forth
His Zion? [The key is to have a relationship with the Lord. This comes by
following the pattern taught in 3 Nephi 11, to repent, be baptized and
receive the Holy Ghost. After you have received the gift of the Holy Ghost
you will be led to stand in holy places and know how to serve the Lord to
bring forth His Zion. It will be far different than many imagine and very few
today are prepared. PR]

6 And it came to pass that I beheld this great and abominable church; and I saw the
devil that he was the founder of it. Hi PR- I believe this is as you explain, but I don’t
know the extent of it. Could you comment on if what is happening in the shadows in
America is linked with other notable countries. And by linked I mean hidden
corroboration to get gain, influence and control... meaning on the outside/looking in-
the countries appear to fight against each other but from their inside/looking out
vantage point it is all a chess game and they give and take amongst each other in order
to achieve a master plan. Anyhow, I know that is a deep rabbit hole. [There are
people in the shadows and in the limelight of our government who seek to
undermine our freedoms to gain power. They have succeeded on many
fronts. Our country today is on a precipice. What this means to us is that we
will see a greater divide in the near future as people choose between liberty,
or oppression for personal gain. Those who believe in a similar standard as
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Moroni, or those who do not. PR]

Last Days Prophecy — 1 Nephi 14:1-30

1 And it shall come to pass, that if the Gentiles shall hearken unto the Lamb of God in
that day that he shall manifest himself unto them in word, and also in power, in very
deed, unto the taking away of their stumbling blocks— [They shall have the gifts of
the Spirit, a restoration of priesthood.]

2 And harden not their hearts against the Lamb of God, [If they choose to not reject
Christ.] they shall be numbered among the seed of thy father; yea, they shall be
numbered among the house of Israel; and they shall be a blessed people upon the
promised land forever; they shall be no more brought down into captivity; [shall not
be subjugated by tyrannical kings or governments] and the house of Israel shall
no more be confounded. [conquered and dispersed]

3 And that great pit, which hath been digged for them by that great and abominable
church, which was founded by the devil and his children, that he might lead away the
souls of men down to hell—yea, that great pit which hath been digged for the destruction
of men [both spiritually and physically] shall be filled by those who digged it, unto
their utter destruction, saith the Lamb of God; not the destruction of the soul, save it be
the casting of it into that hell which hath no end. [This is a prophecy concerning
the secret combination that fills this earth today. The Global Society that
seeks to rule all people under the guise of peace and equality, yet to destroy
the rights of the individual, their sovereign borders and beliefs.]

4 For behold, this is according to the captivity of the devil, and also according to the
justice of God, upon all those who will work wickedness and abomination before

him. [Because God is just, He must divide the wicked from the righteous
when they are ripe in their iniquity.

5 And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me, Nephi, saying: Thou hast beheld
that if the Gentiles repent [turn to God] it shall be well with them; and thou also
knowest concerning the covenants of the Lord unto the house of Israel; and thou also
hast heard that whoso repenteth not must perish.

6 Therefore, wo [a curse] be unto the Gentiles if it so be that they harden their hearts
against the Lamb of God.

7 For the time cometh, saith the Lamb of God, that I will work a great and a marvelous
work among the children of men; [The establishment of Zion, which has not yet
occurred.] a work which shall be everlasting, either on the one hand or on the other—
either to the convincing of them unto peace and life eternal, or unto the deliverance of
them to the hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their minds unto their being
brought down into captivity, and also into destruction, both temporally and spiritually,
according to the captivity of the devil, of which I have spoken.

8 And it came to pass that when the angel had spoken these words, he said unto me:
Rememberest thou the covenants of the Father unto the house of Israel? [Covenants
of Abraham renewed in Jacob.] I said unto him, Yea.
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9 And it came to pass that he said unto me: Look, and behold that great and abominable
church, which is the mother of abominations, whose founder is the devil.

10 And he said unto me: Behold there are save two churches only; the one is the church
of the Lamb of God, and the other is the church of the devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth
not to the church of the Lamb of God belongeth to that great church, which is the
mother of abominations; and she is the whore of all the earth. [We are either saved
in Christ, lifted to a higher estate, or we remain in this 2nd estate. We are
either of the world (church of the devil) or not of this world (Church of the
Lamb of God).]

11 And it came to pass that I looked and beheld the whore of all the earth, [the
network of Satan that seeks to usurp power and control over all people.] and
she sat upon many waters; and she had dominion over all the earth, among all nations,
kindreds, tongues, and people.

12 And it came to pass that I beheld the church of the Lamb of God, and its numbers
were few, because of the wickedness and abominations of the whore who sat upon many
waters; nevertheless, I beheld that the church of the Lamb, who were the saints of God,
[saved souls] were also upon all the face of the earth; and their dominions upon the face
of the earth were small, because of the wickedness of the great whore whom I saw. [The
Church of the Lamb of God is not a singular denomination. It is among
every part of the earth, where individuals have sought to know God and
have been redeemed. The House of Israel is spread among every nation,
even those who are not of the blood of Israel. These shall be gathered in the
last days of tribulation. This is a mystery.]

13 And it came to pass that I beheld that the great mother of abominations did gather
together multitudes upon the face of all the earth, among all the nations of the Gentiles,
to fight against the Lamb of God. [This is occurring even today, as Christians are
under attack for their beliefs. Abominations are forced upon the churches
and people, and many Christians pray day and night for deliverance.]

14 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the power of the Lamb of God, that it
descended upon the saints of the church of the Lamb, and upon the covenant people of
the Lord, who were scattered upon all the face of the earth; and they were armed with
righteousness and with the power of God in great glory. [The beginning of the
gathering of Israel, the establishment of Zion in the last days. The Church
of the Lamb is different from the covenant people Nephi mentions. The
Covenant people are the Gatherers, the anointed servants of the Lord.]

15 And it came to pass that I beheld that the wrath of God [judgments] was poured out
upon that great and abominable church, insomuch that there were wars and rumors of
wars among all the nations and kindreds of the earth.

16 And as there began to be wars and rumors of wars among all the nations which
belonged to the mother of abominations, the angel spake unto me, saying: Behold, the
wrath of God is upon the mother of harlots; and behold, thou seest all these things—

17 And when the day cometh that the wrath of God is poured out upon the mother of
harlots, which is the great and abominable church of all the earth, whose founder is the
devil, then, at that day, the work of the Father shall commence, in preparing the way for
the fulfilling of his covenants, which he hath made to his people who are of the house of
Israel. [These wars are ongoing, but this prophecy is pointing to a day when
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war will fill the entire earth. At this time, when things are in chaos, shall the
Lord commence to establish Zion and gather the Elect.]

18 And it came to pass that the angel spake unto me, saying: Look!

19 And I looked and beheld a man, and he was dressed in a white robe.

20 And the angel said unto me: Behold one of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. [John
the Beloved.]

21 Behold, he shall see and write the remainder of these things; yea, and also many
things which have been. [The Book of Revelation contains the details regarding
what occurs as Zion has begun to be established, the Servants go forward,
and the Lord’s wrath is poured out. Nephi was commanded to not share the
rest of what he saw for it was the stewardship of John. See the book “A
Witness of the End of Times” and read the section for Spiritual Translation
of the Book of Revelation.]

22 And he shall also write concerning the end of the world. [After the Kingdom of
the Beast is defeated.]

23 Wherefore, the things which he shall write are just and true; and behold they are
written in the book which thou beheld proceeding out of the mouth of the Jew; and at
the time they proceeded out of the mouth of the Jew, or, at the time the book proceeded
out of the mouth of the Jew, the things which were written were plain and pure, and
most precious and easy to the understanding of all men. [At that time the manner of
writing was easily understood.]

24 And behold, the things which this apostle of the Lamb shall write are many things
which thou hast seen; and behold, the remainder shalt thou see. [Angel speaking to
Nephi. But Nephi shall see more.]

25 But the things which thou shalt see hereafter thou shalt not write; for the Lord God
hath ordained the apostle of the Lamb of God that he should write them. [Book of
Revelation, of John]

26 And also others who have been, to them hath he shown all things, and they have
written them; and they are sealed up to come forth in their purity, according to the truth
which is in the Lamb, in the own due time of the Lord, unto the house of Israel. [The
sealed portion of the Book of Mormon, the writings of the Brother of Jared.
Also, many other writings contained in the Hill Shim.]

27 And I, Nephi, heard and bear record, that the name of the apostle of the Lamb was
John, according to the word of the angel.

28 And behold, I, Nephi, am forbidden that I should write the remainder of the things
which I saw and heard; wherefore the things which I have written sufficeth me; and I
have written but a small part of the things which I saw. [The Lord often gives
instruction for what we can share or must not share after seeing prophetic
events and mysteries of the kingdom. I have been blessed to see much;
however, only a portion have I been allowed to share.]

29 And I bear record that I saw the things which my father saw, and the angel of the
Lord did make them known unto me.

30 And now I make an end of speaking concerning the things which I saw while I was
carried away in the Spirit; [vision] and if all the things which I saw are not written, the
things which I have written are true. And thus it is. Amen. [This is a double Amen.
“And thus it is” has the same meaning. To say it twice is to make a sealing of
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his own words in God’s name. This is how Nephi chose to end his writing of
this sacred vision.]

Questions and Comments:

Thank you so much for this! there is so much in this chapter. I have always struggled
about the two churches so this was a great help. In verses 12-14 where it talks about the
saints, the church of the lamb of God, it made me think of Moroni 6:4 “And after they
had been received unto baptism, and were wrought upon and cleansed by the power of
the Holy Ghost, they were numbered among the people of the church of Christ...” Does
this mean that receiving the Holy Ghost (not just baptism) is what numbers us among
the saints of God or the church of the lamb of God? This is also the church of Christ?
[Yes, baptism is not complete without the Gift of the Holy Ghost. PR]

The Heart of His Brethren — 1 Nephi 15:1-36

1 And it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had been carried away in the Spirit, and seen
all these things, I returned to the tent of my father.

2 And it came to pass that I beheld my brethren, and they were disputing one with
another concerning the things which my father had spoken unto them. [The lapse of
time between when Lehi shared his dream and Nephi had his vision was not
very long.]

3 For he truly spake many great things unto them, which were hard to be understood,
save a man should inquire of the Lord; and they being hard in their hearts, therefore
they did not look unto the Lord as they ought. [Today, it is common for people to
dispute and debate the details of the gospel instead of taking the matter to
the Lord, as Nephi did. He received something from his father, who was the
prophet, yet he sought a personal witness.]

4 And now I, Nephi, was grieved because of the hardness [lack of desire] of their
hearts, and also, because of the things which I had seen, and knew they must
unavoidably come to pass because of the great wickedness of the children of men.

5 And it came to pass that I was overcome because of my afflictions, [distress] for I
considered that mine afflictions were great above all, because of the destruction of my
people, for I had beheld their fall.

6 And it came to pass that after I had received strength I spake unto my brethren,
desiring to know of them the cause of their disputations. [Came back later and
asked them.]

7 And they said: Behold, we cannot understand the words which our father hath spoken
concerning the natural branches of the olive tree, and also concerning the Gentiles.

8 And I said unto them: Have ye inquired of the Lord? [The next time you have a
question regarding a point of doctrine, a decision in your life, anything that
presses upon your mind, will you not ask the same question as Nephi?
“Have you inquired of the Lord?” Too often in our culture we feel that the
Lord will not help us; that we must figure it all out for ourselves. How many
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have studied Isaiah, yet have never asked the Lord directly to help us
understand?]

9 And they said unto me: We have not; for the Lord maketh no such thing known unto
us.

10 Behold, I said unto them: How is it that ye do not keep the commandments of the
Lord? How is it that ye will perish, because of the hardness of your hearts?

11 Do ye not remember the things which the Lord hath said?—If ye will not harden your
hearts, and ask me in faith, believing that ye shall receive, with diligence in keeping my
commandments, surely these things shall be made known unto you. [T don’t know the
source of this commandment, but it may have been an unknown
commandment in the Brass Plates or directly revealed to Lehi and given to
his sons.]

12 Behold, I say unto you, that the house of Israel was compared unto an olive

tree, [Similar to the words of Zenos] by the Spirit of the Lord which was in our
father; [Part of what Lehi spoke about which doesn’t have a previous
reference.] and behold are we not broken off from the house of Israel, and are we not a
branch of the house of Israel? [Tribe of Manassah]

13 And now, the thing which our father meaneth concerning the grafting in of the
natural [wild] branches through the fulness of the Gentiles, is, that in the latter days,
when our seed shall have dwindled in unbelief, yea, for the space of many years, and
many generations after the Messiah shall be manifested in body unto the children of
men, then shall the fulness of the gospel of the Messiah come unto the Gentiles, and
from the Gentiles unto the remnant of our seed— [Nephi clearly explains the
meaning behind the previous chapter.]

14 And at that day shall the remnant of our seed know that they are of the house of
Israel, and that they are the covenant people of the Lord; and then shall they know and
come to the knowledge of their forefathers, and also to the knowledge of the gospel of
their Redeemer, which was ministered unto their fathers by him; wherefore, they shall
come to the knowledge of their Redeemer and the very points of his doctrine, that they
may know how to come unto him and be saved. [Nephi is prophesying to his
brethren based on the vision he had, and the Spirit within him.]

15 And then at that day will they not rejoice and give praise unto their everlasting God,
their rock and their salvation? Yea, at that day, will they not receive the strength and
nourishment from the true vine? Yea, will they not come unto the true fold of God?

16 Behold, I say unto you, Yea; they shall be remembered again among the house of
Israel; they shall be grafted in, being a natural branch of the olive tree, into the true olive
tree. [The one bearing good fruit.]

17 And this is what our father meaneth; and he meaneth that it will not come to pass
until after they are scattered by the Gentiles; [Part of Lehi’s vision not included in
Nephi’s writing dealt with the scattering of Israel in the last days.] and he
meaneth that it shall come by way of the Gentiles, that the Lord may show his power
unto the Gentiles, for the very cause that he shall be rejected of the Jews, or of the house
of Israel.

18 Wherefore, our father hath not spoken of our seed alone, but also of all the house of
Israel, pointing to the covenant which should be fulfilled in the latter days; which
covenant the Lord made to our father Abraham, saying: In thy seed shall all the
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kindreds of the earth be blessed. [It will be fulfilled when Zion is established and
the House of Israel is gathered and receives the fullness of the Lord.]

19 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, spake much unto them concerning these things;
yea, I spake unto them concerning the restoration of the Jews in the latter days.

20 And I did rehearse unto them the words of Isaiah, who spake concerning the
restoration of the Jews, or of the house of Israel; and after they were restored they
should no more be confounded, neither should they be scattered again. And it came to
pass that I did speak many words unto my brethren, that they were pacified and did
humble themselves before the Lord. [Remember, he is speaking of a second
scattering and gathering, as the Babylonians have not yet destroyed Israel.]
21 And it came to pass that they did speak unto me again, saying: What meaneth this
thing which our father saw in a dream? What meaneth the tree which he saw?

22 And I said unto them: It was a representation of the tree of life. [The only other
reference they know is the tree in the Garden of Eden.]

23 And they said unto me: What meaneth the rod of iron which our father saw, that led
to the tree?

24 And I said unto them that it was the word of God; and whoso would hearken unto the
word of God, and would hold fast unto it, they would never perish; [Cannot be cut off
unless they partake of the fruit and follow Satan. Grabbing hold of the rod
is holding tight to the Holy Spirit given to them as expressed in revelation,
scripture, and the words of others.] neither could the temptations and the fiery
darts of the adversary overpower them unto blindness, to lead them away to destruction.
25 Wherefore, I, Nephi, did exhort them to give heed unto the word of the Lord; yea, I
did exhort them with all the energies of my soul, [Nephi was a passionate young
man.]and with all the faculty which I possessed, that they would give heed to the word
of God and remember to keep his commandments always in all things.

26 And they said unto me: What meaneth the river of water which our father saw?

27 And I said unto them that the water which my father saw was filthiness; and so much
was his mind swallowed up in other things that he beheld not the filthiness of the

water. [Lehi didn’t see the filthy water. This is interesting in how we too may
see different things in the spirit that others do not.]

28 And I said unto them that it was an awful gulf, which separated the wicked from the
tree of life, and also from the saints of God.

29 And I said unto them that it was a representation of that awful hell, which the angel
said unto me was prepared for the wicked.

30 And I said unto them that our father also saw that the justice of God did also divide
the wicked from the righteous; and the brightness thereof was like unto the brightness
of a flaming fire, [A description of the glory of God.] which ascendeth up unto God
forever and ever, and hath no end. [There is no end to the Elohim.]

31 And they said unto me: Doth this thing [Judgment] mean the torment of the body
in the days of probation, or doth it mean the final state of the soul after the death of the
temporal body, or doth it speak of the things which are temporal?

32 And it came to pass that I said unto them that it was a representation of things both
temporal and spiritual; for the day should come that they must be judged of their works,
yea, even the works which were done by the temporal body in their days of

probation. [Temporal Judgment is when we either are born again in Christ
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and receive the Holy Ghost, or are ripe in iniquity, having fully chosen to
pursue darkness.]

33 Wherefore, if they should die in their wickedness they must be cast off also, as to the
things which are spiritual, which are pertaining to righteousness; wherefore, they must
be brought [at a future time] to stand before God, to be judged of their works; and if
their works have been filthiness they must needs be filthy; and if they be filthy it must
needs be that they cannot dwell in the kingdom of God; if so, the kingdom of God must
be filthy also.

34 But behold, I say unto you, the kingdom of God is not filthy, and there cannot any
unclean thing enter into the kingdom of God; wherefore there must needs be a place of
filthiness prepared for that which is filthy. [According to their light and glory.]

35 And there is a place prepared, [It exists even now, outer darkness.] yea, even
that awful hell of which I have spoken, and the devil is the preparator of it; [it is his
dominion.] wherefore the final state of the souls of men is to dwell in the kingdom of
God, or to be cast out because of that justice of which I have spoken.

36 Wherefore, the wicked are rejected from the righteous, and also from that tree of life,
whose fruit is most precious and most desirable above all other fruits; yea, and it is the
greatest of all the gifts of God. And thus I spake unto my brethren. Amen.

The Tree of Life, spoken in previous chapters, is a symbol of God’s gift to us,
as seen through the Atonement of Christ, (There is more to this.) the True
Vine, and also to have Eternal Life. If people have “hardness of hearts,’
meaning a lack of desire, they will never grab hold of the rod and likely fall
into forbidden paths or filthy water and Satan will have power over them.
The question is: where is the heart?

Questions and Comments:

Whew! Today i have been in spiritual overload and now I see this:) Is the heart in the
MIND? [No, they are separately linked. PR]

Is there two rivers? One of filthy waters spoken off and one of living waters perhaps not
seen by them? I think of the tree being fed by living waters. [One is a river and one
more like a stream coming out from under the Tree of Life. PR]

PR, you comment on temporal judgement only happening when we have either been
born again or have chose complete evil. For all those in between that, meaning haven’t
chosen either stay where they are recycling through life/the flesh and not receive
judgment until one of those two occur? [Those without the law in mortality are
saved by the atonement from the grasp of Satan. (Moroni 8:22) I would
suggest reading the link for “OurTemporal Progression” on the menu bar of
the homepage. Read the link “Entering Mortality.” PR]

Liahona Lesson — 1 Nephi 16:1-39
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1 And now it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had made an end of speaking to my
brethren, behold they said unto me: Thou hast declared unto us hard things, more than
we are able to bear. [Much information regarding the destruction of their
family and posterity.]

2 And it came to pass that I said unto them that I knew that I had spoken hard things
against the wicked, according to the truth; and the righteous have I justified, and
testified that they should be lifted up at the last day; wherefore, the guilty taketh the
truth to be hard, for it cutteth them to the very center. [The wicked rarely feel they
are truly wicked and deserving of the justice of God.]

3 And now my brethren, if ye were righteous [doing God’s will] and were willing to
hearken to the truth, [listen to the Spirit] and give heed unto it, that ye might walk
uprightly before God, then ye would not murmur [complain to God] because of the
truth, and say: Thou speakest hard things against us.

4 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did exhort my brethren, with all diligence, [made it
a common practice] to keep the commandments of the Lord.

5 And it came to pass that they did humble themselves before the Lord; [participated
in worship without complaining] insomuch that I had joy and great hopes of them,
that they would walk in the paths of righteousness.

6 Now, all these things were said and done as my father dwelt in a tent in the valley
which he called Lemuel. [Near the Gulf of Aqaba.]

7 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, took one of the daughters of Ishmael to wife; [Her
name was Myniah, read more in A Witness of the Temporal Dispensations,
pg 165.] and also, my brethren took of the daughters of Ishmael to wife; and also
Zoram took the eldest daughter of Ishmael to wife.

8 And thus my father had fulfilled all the commandments [revelations] of the Lord
which had been given unto him. And also, I, Nephi, had been blessed of the Lord
exceedingly.

9 And it came to pass that the voice of the Lord spake unto my father by night, and
commanded him that on the morrow he should take his journey into the

wilderness. [Had they remained they would have been slaughtered and
destroyed.]

10 And it came to pass that as my father arose in the morning, and went forth to the tent
door, to his great astonishment he beheld upon the ground a round ball of curious
workmanship; and it was of fine brass. And within the ball were two spindles; and the
one pointed the way whither we should go into the wilderness. [Learn more about
the Liahona at: A Witness of the Temporal Dispensations pg. 106-107, 161]
11 And it came to pass that we did gather together whatsoever things we should carry
into the wilderness, and all the remainder of our provisions which the Lord had given
unto us; and we did take seed of every kind that we might carry into the wilderness.

12 And it came to pass that we did take our tents and depart into the wilderness, across
the river Laman.

13 And it came to pass that we traveled for the space of four days, nearly a south-
southeast direction, and we did pitch our tents again; and we did call the name of the
place Shazer. [Near the western side of Saudi Arabia.]

14 And it came to pass that we did take our bows and our arrows, and go forth into the
wilderness to slay food for our families; and after we had slain food for our families we
did return again to our families in the wilderness, to the place of Shazer. And we did go
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forth again in the wilderness, following the same direction, keeping in the most fertile
parts of the wilderness, which were in the borders near the Red Sea.

15 And it came to pass that we did travel for the space of many days, slaying food by the
way, with our bows and our arrows and our stones and our slings.

16 And we did follow the directions of the ball, which led us in the more fertile parts of
the wilderness. [The ball would spell out words and also point to the direction
according to their faith and righteousness.]

17 And after we had traveled for the space of many days, we did pitch our tents for the
space of a time, that we might again rest ourselves and obtain food for our

families. [Looking for more fertile areas to feed the animals.]

18 And it came to pass that as I, Nephi, went forth to slay food, behold, I did break my
bow, which was made of fine steel; and after I did break my bow, behold, my brethren
were angry with me because of the loss of my bow, for we did obtain no food.

19 And it came to pass that we did return without food to our families, and being much
fatigued, because of their journeying, they did suffer much for the want of food.

20 And it came to pass that Laman and Lemuel and the sons of Ishmael did begin to
murmur exceedingly, because of their sufferings and afflictions in the wilderness; and
also my father began to murmur against the Lord his God; yea, and they were all
exceedingly sorrowful, even that they did murmur against the Lord. [In their
weakened condition of fasting, where it could have helped them to draw
closer to God, they began to question the Lord, not to trust Him. This
allowed the adversary to tempt not only Nephi’s brethren, but it also got to
his Father, Lehi.]

21 Now it came to pass that I, Nephi, having been afflicted with my brethren because of
the loss of my bow, and their bows having lost their springs, it began to be exceedingly
difficult, yea, insomuch that we could obtain no food. [Only their slings.]

22 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did speak much unto my brethren, because they
had hardened their hearts again, [no desire to ask God for help] even unto
complaining against the Lord their God.

23 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did make out of wood a bow, and out of a straight
stick, an arrow; wherefore, I did arm myself with a bow and an arrow, with a sling and
with stones. And I said unto my father: Whither shall I go to obtain food? [The act of
asking Lehi was put upon Nephi by the Spirit of the Lord. Instead of using
the Liahona he went to his father.]

24 And it came to pass that he did inquire of the Lord, for they had humbled themselves
because of my words; for I did say many things unto them in the energy of my soul.

25 And it came to pass that the voice of the Lord came unto my father; and he was truly
chastened because of his murmuring against the Lord, insomuch that he was brought
down into the depths of sorrow. [Even a prophet of the Lord can stumble. The
most common phrase offered to me in the Heavenly Realm as way of advice
is: “Trust in the Lord.” This was a good learning experience for Lehi’s
family and until we learn this one lesson the Lord will continue to allow are
paths to stumble.]

26 And it came to pass that the voice of the Lord [The Spirit of Revelation] said unto
him: [Lehi] Look upon the ball, and behold the things which are written.
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27 And it came to pass that when my father beheld the things which were written upon
the ball, he did fear and tremble exceedingly, and also my brethren and the sons of
Ishmael and our wives. [Worried that they had forfeited their blessings.]

28 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, beheld the pointers which were in the ball, [There
are two, one that points the direction, and one that points to an

alphabet.] that they did work according to the faith and diligence and heed which we
did give unto them. [If they did not follow what was said the ball would not
work the next time. Like personal revelation, if we do not follow what the
Lord gives us, we are not given as much again until we repent.]

29 And there was also written upon them a new writing, which was plain to be read,
which did give us understanding concerning the ways of the Lord; and it was written
and changed from time to time, according to the faith and diligence which we gave unto
it. And thus we see that by small means the Lord can bring about great things. [The
ball was small, like the size of a small orange. It almost looked like a toy, yet
its function was powerful when used righteously. Often what seems
incidental and frivolous can be the means of blessing us when we don’t
discount the blessings the Lord puts in our way.]

30 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did go forth up into the top of the mountain,
according to the directions which were given upon the ball.

31 And it came to pass that I did slay wild beasts, insomuch that I did obtain food for our
families.

32 And it came to pass that I did return to our tents, bearing the beasts which I had
slain; and now when they beheld that I had obtained food, how great was their joy! And
it came to pass that they did humble themselves before the Lord, and did give thanks
unto him. [Often we don’t express gratitude until the blessings come. More
blessed are those who praise the Lord in their afflictions.]

33 And it came to pass that we did again take our journey, traveling nearly the same
course as in the beginning; and after we had traveled for the space of many days we did
pitch our tents again, that we might tarry for the space of a time. [Heading southeast
along the more fertile areas near the Red Sea.]

34 And it came to pass that Ishmael died, and was buried in the place which was called
Nahom.

35 And it came to pass that the daughters of Ishmael did mourn exceedingly, because of
the loss of their father, and because of their afflictions in the wilderness; and they did
murmur against my father, because he had brought them out of the land of Jerusalem,
saying: Our father is dead; yea, and we have wandered much in the wilderness, and we
have suffered much affliction, hunger, thirst, and fatigue; and after all these sufferings
we must perish in the wilderness with hunger. [When the Lord gives us a promise,
whether by revelation or through a priesthood blessing, we often affix a
time to that blessing. We may expect it to manifest soon, perhaps that very
day or week. The family of Lehi traveled many years in the desert before the
blessing came. We must TRUST IN THE LORD.]

36 And thus they did murmur against my father, and also against me; and they were
desirous to return again to Jerusalem. [They were used to a comfortable life and
the adversary continually harrowed up memories and doubts, which were
exasperated them after the mournful loss of their father.]
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37 And Laman said unto Lemuel and also unto the sons of Ishmael: Behold, let us slay
our father, and also our brother Nephi, who has taken it upon him to be our ruler and
our teacher, who are his elder brethren. [Put into their hearts by Satan. If we do
not seek revelation from the Lord, the adversary will fill that void.]

38 Now, he says that the Lord has talked with him, [Nephi has not yet had his full
Second Comforter] and also that angels have ministered unto him. But behold, we
know that he lies unto us; and he tells us these things, and he worketh many things by
his cunning arts, that he may deceive our eyes, thinking, perhaps, that he may lead us
away into some strange wilderness; and after he has led us away, he has thought to
make himself a king and a ruler over us, that he may do with us according to his will and
pleasure. And after this manner did my brother Laman stir up their hearts to

anger. [They were also embarrassed at how Nephi had emerged as the
leader, them being the older brethren.]

39 And it came to pass that the Lord was with us, yea, even the voice of the Lord came
and did speak many words unto them, and did chasten them exceedingly; and after they
were chastened by the voice of the Lord they did turn away their anger, and did repent
of their sins, insomuch that the Lord did bless us again with food, that we did not
perish. [They were chastised through the Liahona, and their hearts were
pricked by the Spirit of the Lord spoken to them by others in response to
their conspiracy.]

The Liahona was a merciful action of the Lord, knowing the end from the
beginning, for the establishment of this branch of the House of Jacob. The
Liahona was a property of the patriarch Jacob, through Rachel, that was
given to Lehi. Today it exists in the Hill Shim with the other sacred relics.

Questions and Comments:

I'll admit, this query doesn’t hold much weight of importance, but jut out of curiosity of
the difference in spelling, was Nephi’s wife’s name Myniah as spelled above of Minyah
as spelled in Temporal Dispensations? [I heard the way it sounded, but am
guessing on the spelling. PR]

Fair enough! Is my assumption that it is pronounced min-“eye”-uh correct? Kind of like
we pronounce Sariah? [Yes. PR]

Are the principles governing the Liahona the same as with Seer Stones or the White
Stone given? Also have you received any revelation on the use of pendulums, dowsing
rods, or muscle testing? [I dont know anything about the mechanisms you
mentioned. The Liahona is easier to operate than a seer stone. PR]

The Wilderness Experience — 1 Nephi 17:1-55

1 And it came to pass that we did again take our journey in the wilderness; and we did
travel nearly eastward from that time forth. And we did travel and wade through much
affliction in the wilderness; and our women did bear children in the wilderness.
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2 And so great were the blessings of the Lord upon us, that while we did live upon raw
meat in the wilderness, our women did give plenty of suck for their children, and were
strong, yea, even like unto the men; and they began to bear their journeyings without
murmurings.

3 And thus we see that the commandments of God must be fulfilled. And if it so be that
the children of men keep the commandments of God he doth nourish them, and
strengthen them, and provide means whereby they can accomplish the thing which he
has commanded them; wherefore, he did provide means for us while we did sojourn in
the wilderness. [This is the second time that Nephi has mentioned that the
Lord will provide the means. Often we assume that if we are righteous that
things will be easy, but this is not how the Lord works. The Lord nourishes
and strengthens us in our challenges. But, there is always a time and
season, then comes the blessing.]

4 And we did sojourn for the space of many years, yea, even eight years in the
wilderness.

5 And we did come to the land which we called Bountiful, because of its much fruit and
also wild honey; and all these things were prepared of the Lord that we might not perish.
And we beheld the sea, [ocean] which we called Irreantum, which, being interpreted, is
many waters.

6 And it came to pass that we did pitch our tents by the seashore; and notwithstanding
we had suffered many afflictions and much difficulty, yea, even so much that we cannot
write them all, we were exceedingly rejoiced when we came to the seashore; and we
called the place Bountiful, because of its much fruit.

7 And it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had been in the land of Bountiful for the space
of many days, the voice of the Lord came unto me, [This is part of the steps of
revelatory progression as one hears the voice of the Lord, but has not yet
had a Second Comforter experience.] saying: Arise, and get thee into the
mountain. And it came to pass that I arose and went up into the mountain, and cried
unto the Lord.

8 And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto me, saying: Thou shalt construct a ship,
after the manner which I shall show thee, that I may carry thy people across these
waters.

9 And I said: Lord, whither shall I go that I may find ore to molten, that I may make
tools to construct the ship after the manner which thou hast shown unto me?

10 And it came to pass that the Lord told me whither I should go to find ore, that I might
make tools.

11 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did make a bellows wherewith to blow the fire, of
the skins of beasts; and after I had made a bellows, that I might have wherewith to blow
the fire, I did smite two stones together that I might make fire.

12 For the Lord had not hitherto suffered that we should make much fire, as we
journeyed in the wilderness; for he said: I will make thy food become sweet, that ye cook
it not; [By revelation they were told to do this.]

13 And I will also be your light in the wilderness; and I will prepare the way before you,
if it so be that ye shall keep my commandments; wherefore, inasmuch as ye shall keep
my commandments ye shall be led towards the promised land; and ye shall know that it
is by me that ye are led.
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14 Yea, and the Lord said also that: After ye have arrived in the promised land, ye shall
know that I, the Lord, am God; and that I, the Lord, did deliver you from destruction;
yea, that I did bring you out of the land of Jerusalem. [Until that time they would
need to rely upon faith, not knowing the end result. Often the Lord instructs
us to do the impossible. Building Zion often seems impossible from where
we stand, but it will come.]

15 Wherefore, I, Nephi, did strive to keep the commandments [revelations] of the
Lord, and I did exhort my brethren to faithfulness and diligence.

16 And it came to pass that I did make tools of the ore which I did molten out of the
rock.

17 And when my brethren saw that I was about to build a ship, they began to murmur
against me, saying: Our brother is a fool, for he thinketh that he can build a ship; yea,
and he also thinketh that he can cross these great waters. [Most all who follow the
Lord’s revelations will be mocked by those who see what we do as
unconventional.]

18 And thus my brethren did complain against me, and were desirous that they might
not labor, for they did not believe that I could build a ship; neither would they believe
that I was instructed of the Lord.

19 And now it came to pass that I, Nephi, was exceedingly sorrowful because of the
hardness of their hearts; [lack of desire] and now when they saw that I began to be
sorrowful they were glad in their hearts, insomuch that they did rejoice over me, saying:
We knew that ye could not construct a ship, for we knew that ye were lacking in
judgment; wherefore, thou canst not accomplish so great a work. [They assumed
Nephi was depressed that he couldn’t accomplish the task when he was
sorrowful for his brothers.]

20 And thou art like unto our father, led away by the foolish imaginations of his

heart; [Those who do not understand the spirit compare visions as “foolish
imaginations.” It is easy to disregard such things for those who can only see
with the carnal mind.] yea, he hath led us out of the land of Jerusalem, and we have
wandered in the wilderness for these many years; and our women have toiled, being big
with child; and they have borne children in the wilderness and suffered all things, save it
were death; and it would have been better that they had died before they came out of
Jerusalem than to have suffered these afflictions.

21 Behold, these many years we have suffered in the wilderness, which time we might
have enjoyed our possessions and the land of our inheritance; yea, and we might have
been happy. [This was Laban and Lemuel’s biggest complaint from the
beginning.]

22 And we know that the people who were in the land of Jerusalem were a righteous
people; for they kept the statutes and judgments of the Lord, and all his
commandments, according to the law of Moses; wherefore, we know that they are a
righteous people; and our father hath judged them, and hath led us away because we
would hearken unto his words; yea, and our brother is like unto him. And after this
manner of language did my brethren murmur and complain against us. [Most of the
people in Jerusalem assumed they were righteous enough, despite the
many prophets saying otherwise. This occurs today, as many say, “All is
well in Zion.”]
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23 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, spake unto them, saying: Do ye believe that our
fathers, who were the children of Israel, would have been led away out of the hands of
the Egyptians if they had not hearkened unto the words of the Lord?

24 Yea, do ye suppose that they would have been led out of bondage, if the Lord had not
commanded Moses that he should lead them out of bondage?

25 Now ye know that the children of Israel were in bondage; and ye know that they were
laden with tasks, which were grievous to be borne; wherefore, ye know that it must
needs be a good thing for them, that they should be brought out of bondage.

26 Now ye know that Moses was commanded of the Lord to do that great work; and ye
know that by his word the waters of the Red Sea were divided hither and thither, and
they passed through on dry ground.

27 But ye know that the Egyptians were drowned in the Red Sea, who were the armies of
Pharaoh.

28 And ye also know that they were fed with manna in the wilderness. [A great
comparison to share with his brothers.]

29 Yea, and ye also know that Moses, by his word according to the power of God which
was in him, smote the rock, and there came forth water, that the children of Israel might
quench their thirst.

30 And notwithstanding they being led, the Lord their God, their Redeemer, going
before them, leading them by day and giving light unto them by night, and doing all
things for them which were expedient [just enough] for man to receive, they hardened
their hearts and blinded their minds, and reviled against Moses and against the true and
living God.

31 And it came to pass that according to his word he did destroy them; and according to
his word he did lead them; and according to his word he did do all things for them; and
there was not any thing done save it were by his word. [For the Lord, all things are
possible, yet we often struggle to have faith in our afflictions.]

32 And after they had crossed the river Jordan he did make them mighty unto the
driving out of the children of the land, yea, unto the scattering them to

destruction. [Pattern the Lord allows as one people are ripe in iniquity and
another, who have God’s favor, are given possession of a land.]

33 And now, do ye suppose that the children of this land, who were in the land of
promise, who were driven out by our fathers, do ye suppose that they were righteous?
Behold, I say unto you, Nay.

34 Do ye suppose that our fathers would have been more choice than they if they had
been righteous? I say unto you, Nay. [It doesn’t mean He didn’t care about them
less.]

35 Behold, the Lord esteemeth all flesh in one; he that is righteous [Listens to the
Spirit and keeps His commandments.] is favored of God. But behold, this

people [Those left in Jerusalem] had rejected every word of God, and they were ripe
in iniquity; and the fulness of the wrath of God was upon them; and the Lord did curse
the land against them, and bless it unto our fathers; yea, he did curse it against them
unto their destruction, and he did bless it unto our fathers unto their obtaining power
over it. [The Lord doesn’t allow a people to be destroyed until they are ripe in
iniquity, which means they are fully depraved.]

36 Behold, the Lord hath created the earth that it should be inhabited; and he hath
created his children that they should possess it.
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37 And he raiseth up a righteous nation, and destroyeth the nations of the wicked.

38 And he leadeth away the righteous into precious lands, and the wicked he destroyeth,
and curseth the land unto them for their sakes. [Something of this nature will
come forth as Zion is established in our day.]

39 He ruleth high in the heavens, for it is his throne, and this earth is his footstool.

40 And he loveth [blesses] those who will have him to be their God. Behold, he loved
our fathers, and he covenanted with them, yea, even Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and he
remembered the covenants which he had made; wherefore, he did bring them out of the
land of Egypt. [Sometimes, in our modern day, we think of God’s love as we
use the term “love.” Like an affectionate Father who would treat sinners
and saints the same. God’s love is more an equal opportunity love, which
gives all people the gift of His atonement, which unless they chose Satan
will not be cast out. However, to receive His greatest gift of love they must
repent and come unto Him.]

41 And he did straiten them in the wilderness with his rod; for they hardened their
hearts, even as ye have; and the Lord straitened them because of their iniquity. He sent
fiery flying serpents among them; and after they were bitten he prepared a way that they
might be healed; and the labor which they had to perform was to look; and because of
the simpleness of the way, or the easiness of it, there were many who perished. [To be
“stiff-necked” is to be stubborn in our carnal reasoning. For most, the
biggest obstacles of faith we have are the false traditions we have been fed
for generations. It is difficult for people today to see God as real and
personal because they doubt what He will do for them.]

42 And they did harden their hearts from time to time, and they did revile against
Moses, and also against God; nevertheless, ye know that they were led forth by his
matchless power into the land of promise. [It took eight years for Lehi’s family
and forty years for the children of Israel to be prepared for their land of
promise. How long will your wilderness experience be before you receive
the blessing?]

43 And now, after all these things, the time has come that they have become wicked, yea,
nearly unto ripeness; and I know not but they are at this day about to be destroyed; for I
know that the day must surely come that they must be destroyed, save a few only, who
shall be led away into captivity.

44 Wherefore, the Lord commanded my father that he should depart into the
wilderness; and the Jews also sought to take away his life; yea, and ye also have sought
to take away his life; wherefore, ye are murderers in your hearts and ye are like unto
them.

45 Ye are swift to do iniquity but slow to remember the Lord your God. Ye have seen an
angel, and he spake unto you; yea, ye have heard his voice from time to time; and he
hath spoken unto you in a still small voice, but ye were past feeling, that ye could not
feel his words; wherefore, he has spoken unto you like unto the voice of thunder, which
did cause the earth to shake as if it were to divide asunder. [Having angels, visions,
and revelations is never a sign of our status with God. Even those who
profess a Second Comforter experience are at risk of falling if they fail to
follow the Spirit of the Lord.]

46 And ye also know that by the power of his almighty word he can cause the earth that
it shall pass away; yea, and ye know that by his word he can cause the rough places to be
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made smooth, and smooth places shall be broken up. O, then, why is it, that ye can be so
hard in your hearts? [The opposite is a broken heart and a contrite spirit.]

47 Behold, my soul is rent with anguish because of you, and my heart is pained; I fear
lest ye shall be cast off forever. [Nephi truly loved his brothers.] Behold, I am full
of the Spirit of God, insomuch that my frame has no strength. [When our physical
bodies begin to be filled with God’s glory, often the effect is to feel our
physical strength weakened for a short time.]

48 And now it came to pass that when I had spoken these words they were angry with
me, and were desirous to throw me into the depths of the sea; and as they came forth to
lay their hands upon me I spake unto them, saying: In the name of the Almighty God, I
command you that ye touch me not, for I am filled with the power of God, even unto the
consuming of my flesh; and whoso shall lay his hands upon me shall wither even as a
dried reed; and he shall be as naught before the power of God, for God shall smite

him. [The Spirit of Prophecy came over Nephi as he was told by the Spirit
exactly what he was to say and do.]

49 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said unto them that they should murmur no more
against their father; neither should they withhold their labor from me, for God had
commanded me that I should build a ship. [At this point he used loving reason to
convince them, not commanding them.]

50 And I said unto them: If God had commanded me to do all things I could do them. If
he should command me that I should say unto this water, be thou earth, it should be
earth; and if I should say it, it would be done. [It is important to note that Nephi
expresses his great faith that the Lord could do this, not of his own accord.]
51 And now, if the Lord has such great power, and has wrought so many miracles among
the children of men, how is it that he cannot instruct me, that I should build a

ship? [’m thinking of Noah and the Jaredites, although Nephi was only
aware of Noah at this time.]

52 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, said many things unto my brethren, insomuch that
they were confounded and could not contend against me; neither durst they lay their
hands upon me nor touch me with their fingers, even for the space of many days. Now
they durst not do this lest they should wither before me, so powerful was the Spirit of
God; and thus it had wrought upon them. [When we are filled with the HG and
God’s power it is tangible. Others can feel it. For some, it makes them very
uncomfortable.]

53 And it came to pass that the Lord said unto me: Stretch forth thine hand again unto
thy brethren, and they shall not wither before thee, but I will shock them, saith the Lord,
and this will I do, that they may know that I am the Lord their God.

54 And it came to pass that I stretched forth my hand unto my brethren, and they did
not wither before me; but the Lord did shake them, even according to the word which he
had spoken. [A great act of mercy to Nephi’s brothers, for some, to be shaken
in such a manner leads to full repentance. Think of Alma the Younger and
the sons of Mosiah, and Paul.]

55 And now, they said: We know of a surety that the Lord is with thee, for we know that
it is the power of the Lord that has shaken us. And they fell down before me, and were
about to worship me, but I would not suffer them, saying: I am thy brother, yea, even
thy younger brother; wherefore, worship the Lord thy God, and honor thy father and thy
mother, that thy days may be long in the land which the Lord thy God shall give
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thee. [Instead of calling out to God for forgiveness they focused their
attention upon their brother, another man. How often do people get caught
up in the worship of those we esteem as godly and above us to the level we
begin to worship them. If anyone of a priesthood capacity allows others to
idolize them to celebrity status, not following the example of Nephi, know
for certain they are not of God.]

Questions and Comments:

In your experience have you found that there are times when the Lord must withdraw
his spirit to allow a person to fully confront temptation before ascending? [No.Ido
not know of the Spirit withdrawing. PR]

Nephi shocking his brothers: Is that a function or power of the priesthood? If so, what
version of the priesthood was that? If no, is that a gift of the spirit? How is Nephi able to
do this? [All gifts of the Spirit are related to priesthood. You cannot exercise
any gift without it. I know this is different than many have been taught, but
we can only access the power of God according to our relationship with the
divine. As we repent and seek Him, His gifts are bestowed upon us until we
have a fullness. There are too many gifts to even attempt to name them all.
You might say one gift is to shock the pants of someone who is being a
turkey! If the Lord allows it, nothing to prevent it. PR]

Voyage to the Promised Land — 1 Nephi 18:1-25

1 And it came to pass that they [his brothers] did worship the Lord, and did go forth
with me; and we did work timbers of curious workmanship. And the Lord did show me
from time to time after what manner I should work the timbers of the ship. [revelation
came as needed. Often the Lord gives us what we need in stages.]

2 Now I, Nephi, did not work the timbers after the manner which was learned by men,
neither did I build the ship after the manner of men; but I did build it after the manner
which the Lord had shown unto me; wherefore, it was not after the manner of

men. [The hull was like a large oval row boat, but with a steering mechanism
and sail. Not the long ship typically envisioned. The sides curled inward like
ajar.]

3 And I, Nephi, did go into the mount oft, [meaning he ascended spiritually] and I
did pray oft unto the Lord; wherefore the Lord showed unto me great things.

4 And it came to pass that after I had finished the ship, according to the word of the
Lord, my brethren beheld that it was good, and that the workmanship thereof was
exceedingly fine; wherefore, they did humble themselves again before the Lord. [T did
not see any heavy trees for ship building other than something that
resembled a larger palo verde tree. The glue was black and may have been
petroleum based.]

5 And it came to pass that the voice of the Lord came unto my father, that we should
arise and go down into the ship. [Nephi waited for his father to receive the
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revelation. Lehi was the patriarch of the family and Nephi always checked
in with his Father.]

6 And it came to pass that on the morrow, after we had prepared all things, much fruits
and meat from the wilderness, and honey in abundance, and provisions according to
that which the Lord had commanded us, we did go down into the ship, [no

animals] with all our loading and our seeds, and whatsoever thing we had brought
with us, every one according to his age; wherefore, we did all go down into the ship, with
our wives and our children.

7 And now, my father had begat two sons in the wilderness; the elder was called Jacob
and the younger Joseph. [Both of these children were born to Sariah in late
middle age. A great stress and also blessing to them.]

8 And it came to pass after we had all gone down into the ship, and had taken with us
our provisions and things which had been commanded us, we did put forth into the sea
and were driven forth before the wind towards the promised land. [Around the horn
of Africa.]

9 And after we had been driven forth before the wind for the space of many days,
behold, my brethren and the sons of Ishmael and also their wives began to make
themselves merry, insomuch that they began to dance, and to sing, and to speak with
much rudeness, yea, even that they did forget by what power they had been brought
thither; yea, they were lifted up unto exceeding rudeness. [inappropriate behavior]
10 And I, Nephi, began to fear exceedingly lest the Lord should be angry with us, and
smite us because of our iniquity, [sexual sin] that we should be swallowed up in the
depths of the sea; wherefore, I, Nephi, began to speak to them with much soberness; but
behold they were angry with me, saying: We will not that our younger brother shall be a
ruler over us.

11 And it came to pass that Laman and Lemuel did take me and bind me with cords, and
they did treat me with much harshness; nevertheless, the Lord did suffer it that he
might show forth his power, unto the fulfilling of his word which he had spoken
concerning the wicked. [Often the Lord allows the righteous to suffer for a
purpose which we often don’t see until later.]

12 And it came to pass that after they had bound me insomuch that I could not move,
the compass, which had been prepared of the Lord, did cease to work. [The pointers
didn’t move anymore.]

13 Wherefore, they knew not whither they should steer the ship, insomuch that there
arose a great storm, yea, a great and terrible tempest, and we were driven back upon the
waters for the space of three days; [They were driven out to the farther part of
the ocean, whereas before they were along the coast of Africa.] and they began
to be frightened exceedingly lest they should be drowned in the sea; nevertheless they
did not loose me.

14 And on the fourth day, which we had been driven back, the tempest began to be
exceedingly sore.

15 And it came to pass that we were about to be swallowed up in the depths of the sea.
And after we had been driven back upon the waters for the space of four days, my
brethren began to see that the judgments of God were upon them, and that they must
perish save that they should repent of their iniquities; wherefore, they came unto me,
and loosed [loosened] the bands which were upon my wrists, and behold they had
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swollen exceedingly; and also mine ankles were much swollen, and great was the
soreness thereof.

16 Nevertheless, I did look unto my God, and I did praise him all the day long; and I did
not murmur against the Lord because of mine afflictions. [In our afflictions we
gather light when we cheer our soul by remembering the blessings of the
Lord and trust in Him.]

17 Now my father, Lehi, had said many things unto them, and also unto the sons of
Ishmael; but, behold, they did breathe out much threatenings against anyone that
should speak for me; [threatened to throw off the ship.] and my parents being
stricken in years, and having suffered much grief because of their children, they were
brought down, yea, even upon their sick-beds.

18 Because of their grief and much sorrow, and the iniquity of my brethren, they were
brought near even to be carried out of this time to meet their God; yea, their grey hairs
were about to be brought down to lie low in the dust; yea, even they were near to be cast
with sorrow into a watery grave. [very sick and weak]

19 And Jacob and Joseph also, being young, having need of much

nourishment, [nurturing] were grieved because of the afflictions of their mother; and
also my wife with her tears and prayers, and also my children, did not soften the hearts
of my brethren that they would loose me.

20 And there was nothing save it were the power of God, which threatened them with
destruction, could soften their hearts; wherefore, when they saw that they were about to
be swallowed up in the depths of the sea they repented of the thing which they had done,
insomuch that they loosed me.

21 And it came to pass after they had loosed me, behold, I took the compass, and it did
work whither I desired it. And it came to pass that I prayed unto the Lord; and after I
had prayed the winds did cease, and the storm did cease, and there was a great calm.

22 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did guide the ship, that we sailed again towards the
promised land. [crossing the ocean]

23 And it came to pass that after we had sailed for the space of many days we did arrive
at the promised land; and we went forth upon the land, and did pitch our tents; and we
did call it the promised land. [When the Lord’s promised blessing finally arrives
it often comes upon us quickly without warning. Suddenly we see the
fulfillment of the promise and our hearts fill with joy. In a similar manner
will Zion become visible to those anticipating its establishment.]

24 And it came to pass that we did begin to till the earth, and we began to plant seeds;
yea, we did put all our seeds into the earth, which we had brought from the land of
Jerusalem. And it came to pass that they did grow exceedingly; wherefore, we were
blessed in abundance.

25 And it came to pass that we did find upon the land of promise, as we journeyed in the
wilderness, [Over time they expanded inland.] that there were beasts in the forests
of every kind, both the cow and the ox, and the ass and the horse [This is a reference
to an animal which could be harnessed], and the goat and the wild goat, and all
manner of wild animals, which were for the use of men. And we did find all manner of
ore, both of gold, and of silver, and of copper.

Questions and Comments:
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Did Nephi’s brothers making trouble and being driven by a mighty storm coincide with
them coming around the Horn of Africa where it can be violently stormy? Thank you
for all you share!!! [It seemed that they had already turned the horn. PR]

Are you allowed to share where they first landed? Was it along the Atlantic mouth of the
St. Lawrence river or did they follow it all the way in to the Great Lakes region and land
there? [I haven’t asked that, but it was inside of Florida in the gulf
somewhere. I couldn’t say exactly. PR]

Can you describe more about the accommodations on the boat? Did it have a deck and a
below-deck area? How did they sleep? What sheltered them overhead? How thick and
high was the mast? Was it similar to a cozy yacht or were the families less cramped?
While I envision the sails being a natural off-white or tan shade, was this the reality? Did
they sacrifice one of their tents to make the sail or were they able to buy fabric from
other peoples or caravans as they journeyed? [What I saw were provisions in the
belly with a platform of sorts where they rested. The sail wasn’t terribly
large. I don’t know what was used. It reminded me of being in a large pot or
basket. There was a large rutter that they used. It looked home made, but
solid. I saw it in vision, so I didn’t inspect carefully. PR]

Are you allowed to describe the horse/saddled animal? It makes so much sense that it
would be different! Was it small like a donkey? Or is it a truly unique animal that has
been lost from nature in our day? [I feel compelled not to, it would surprise
many and seem humorous to some. PR]

Was the animal harnessed to pull (chariots, carts, plows, etc.) or harnessed and saddled
to ride? I'm still trying to envision what it could be. [chariots, carriages. PR]

Humorous because it was a type of deer pulling a carriage? Like how reindeer pull the
sleigh we attribute to Santa Claus? (Would not surprise me, it seems every myth has a
grain of truth!)

I have thought that Nephi worked as a Smith before leaving Jerusalem. What is your
understanding? [I don’t know anything about him being a smith, perhaps he
learned something about that, but the Lord could easily teach him. PR]

The Records and the Gathering — 1 Nephi 19:1-24

1 And it came to pass that the Lord commanded me, [by revelation] wherefore I did
make plates of ore [after reaching the promised land] that I might engraven upon
them the record of my people. And upon the plates which I made I did engraven the
record of my father, [which was originally on animal skins] and also our
journeyings in the wilderness, and the prophecies of my father; and also many of mine
own prophecies have I engraven upon them.
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2 And I knew not at the time when I made them that I should be commanded of the
Lord to make these plates; wherefore, the record of my father, and the genealogy of his
fathers, and the more part of all our proceedings in the wilderness are engraven upon
those first plates of which I have spoken; [Mostly not included in the Book of
Mormon.] wherefore, the things which transpired before I made these plates are, of a
truth, more particularly made mention upon the first plates.

3 And after I had made these plates by way of commandment, I, Nephi, received a
commandment that the ministry and the prophecies, the more plain and precious parts
of them, should be written upon these plates; and that the things which were written
should be kept for the instruction of my people, who should possess the land, and also
for other wise purposes, which purposes are known unto the Lord. [For the purpose
of abridging the Book of Mormon.]

4 Wherefore, I, Nephi, did make a record upon the other plates, [first plates] which
gives an account, or which gives a greater account of the wars and contentions and
destructions of my people. And this have I done, and commanded my people what they
should do after I was gone; and that these plates [all of them] should be handed down
from one generation to another, or from one prophet to another, until further
commandments of the Lord.

5 And an account of my making these plates shall be given hereafter; [A

testimony] and then, behold, I proceed according to that which I have spoken; and this
I do that the more sacred things may be kept for the knowledge of my people.

6 Nevertheless, I do not write anything upon plates save it be that I think it be

sacred. [Received by commandment or revelation.] And now, if I do err, [make
mistakes] even did they err of old; not that I would excuse myself because of other
men, but because of the weakness which is in me, according to the flesh, I would excuse
myself. [Sometimes even the prophets make mistakes in how they attempt to
keep the Lord’s revelations, because of weakness. Nephi often
acknowledges such in himself.]

7 For the things which some men esteem to be of great worth, both to the body and soul,
others set at naught [consider as nothing] and trample under their feet. Yea, even
the very God of Israel do men trample under their feet; I say, trample under their feet
but I would speak in other words—they set him at naught, and hearken not to the voice
of his counsels. [Most people in this world have no interest in Jesus Christ.
Today, the vast majority that worship Christ are those who are gentiles,
having made the everlasting covenant before birth. These are considered
the House of Israel. Here is a mystery.]

8 And behold he cometh, according to the words of the angel, in six hundred years from
the time my father left Jerusalem. [The most specific revelation given to Nephi,
or any prophet on record, concerning the timing of an event.]

9 And the world, because of their iniquity, shall judge him to be a thing of naught;
wherefore they scourge him, and he suffereth it; [allows it] and they smite him, and he
suffereth it. Yea, they spit upon him, and he suffereth it, because of his loving kindness
and his long-suffering towards the children of men. [Motivated by love.]

10 And the God of our fathers, who were led out of Egypt, out of bondage, and also were
preserved in the wilderness by him, yea, the God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, yieldeth himself, [He clearly identifies Christ as the same being who
came to the Patriarchs and Moses.] according to the words of the angel, as a
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man, [temporal being] into the hands of wicked men, [Ungodly, which is
different than to be evil. To be evil is to have Satanic designs to oppress.] to
be lifted up, according to the words of Zenock, and to be crucified, according to the
words of Neum, and to be buried in a sepulchre, according to the words of Zenos, which
he spake concerning the three days of darkness, [Two of these prophets are no
longer included in the Old Testament, but are in the plates of brass, a more
complete compilation. Neum is the same person as Nehum included in the
latter part of the Old Testament. His full writings are also not included. It is
curious that such perfect details pointing to the death of the Messiah would
be removed by the Jews to the extent that they were not known to them at
the time of Christ.]which should be a sign given of his death unto those who should
inhabit the isles of the sea, [This phrase is a metaphor that means the isolated
settlements.] more especially given unto those who are of the house of Israel. [Those
who have made the covenant before birth and renewed afterward.]

11 For thus spake the prophet: The Lord God surely shall visit all the house of Israel at
that day, some with his voice, because of their righteousness, unto their great joy and
salvation, and others with the thunderings and the lightnings of his power, by tempest,
by fire, and by smoke, and vapor of darkness, and by the opening of the earth, and by
mountains which shall be carried up. [concerning the people in the Americas]

12 And all these things must surely come, saith the prophet Zenos. And the rocks of the
earth must rend; and because of the groanings of the earth, many of the kings of the
isles of the sea [various nations] shall be wrought upon by the Spirit of God, to
exclaim: The God of nature suffers. [Many people of the children of men see
nature as a deity in itself. This stretches across most civilizations.]

13 And as for those who are at Jerusalem, saith the prophet, they shall be scourged by all
people, because they crucify the God of Israel, and turn their hearts aside, rejecting
signs and wonders, and the power and glory of the God of Israel. [The Jews are
unique amongst all the people, where an unprecedented prejudice exists
toward them throughout the world. This has existed since the beginning of
the Diaspora in 70 AD.]

14 And because they turn their hearts aside, saith the prophet, and have despised the
Holy One of Israel, they shall wander in the flesh, [without a country] and perish,
and become a hiss and a byword, and be hated among all nations.

15 Nevertheless, when that day cometh, saith the prophet, that they no more turn aside
their hearts against the Holy One of Israel, then will he remember the covenants which
he made to their fathers. [Abrahamic Covenant renewed with Jacob]

16 Yea, then will he remember the isles of the sea; [the different Jewish groups
spread across the world] yea, and all the people who are of the house of Israel, will I
gather in, saith the Lord, according to the words of the prophet Zenos, from the four
quarters of the earth.

17 Yea, and all the earth shall see the salvation of the Lord, saith the prophet; every
nation, kindred, tongue and people shall be blessed. [Since the Balfour Declaration
and the establishment of a homeland for the Jews the world has seen
incredible blessings of prosperity and technological advancement. If not for
wicked men it would be a paradise in many respects today.]

18 And I, Nephi, have written these things unto my people, that perhaps I might
persuade them that they would remember the Lord their Redeemer.
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19 Wherefore, I speak unto all the house of Israel, if it so be that they should obtain
these things.

20 For behold, I have workings in the spirit, which doth weary me even that all my joints
are weak, [A typical physical reaction when the Spirit floods over us.] for those
who are at Jerusalem; for had not the Lord been merciful, to show unto me concerning
them, even as he had prophets of old, I should have perished also. [Nephi knows he
would have perished in Jerusalem as had been prophesied.]

21 And he surely did show unto the prophets of old all things concerning

them; [Prophets such as Isaiah saw the full history of the House of Israel
with each destruction followed by their gathering.] and also he did show unto
many concerning us; wherefore, it must needs be that we know concerning them for
they are written upon the plates of brass. [The remnant of Joseph, or the branch.
Gen. 49:22]

22 Now it came to pass that I, Nephi, did teach my brethren these things; and it came to
pass that I did read many things to them, which were engraven upon the plates of brass,
that they might know concerning the doings of the Lord in other lands, among people of
old.

23 And I did read many things unto them which were written in the books of Moses; but
that I might more fully [with greater clarity] persuade them to believe in the Lord
their Redeemer I did read unto them that which was written by the prophet Isaiah; for I
did liken all scriptures unto us, that it might be for our profit and learning. [Both
Nephi and his father Lehi were students of the writings of Isaiah and
cherished his words above all others. In our time, much of these writings
can only be understood by revelation. The reason they are included so much
in the Book of Mormon is that they help unlock what is necessary for the
Servants as the gathering prepares to begin.]

24 Wherefore I spake unto them, saying: Hear ye the words of the prophet, ye who are a
remnant of the house of Israel, a branch who have been broken off; hear ye the words of
the prophet, which were written unto all the house of Israel, and liken them unto
yourselves, that ye may have hope as well as your brethren from whom ye have been
broken off; for after this manner has the prophet written. [It is a powerful thing for
a people to know their righteous roots and that there is a reason for their
existence. Even today, in America, our roots are being forgotten by wicked
leaders who seek to steer the people towards wickedness and abominations.
When the wickedness is ripe, the fury of the Lord’s wrath will be poured out
upon this people.]

Questions and Comments:

Would you define “wicked” or “wickedness” generally to mean “ungodly” or is it specific
to the passage in verse 10? I did an internet search of the Hebrew / Greek definitions of
wicked but there are numerous interpretations. They did seem to have in common that

our English rendering of wicked (ie: sinful or evil) is oversimplified.

When a Gentile accepts Jesus Christ and is adopted into the House of Israel, how are

they assigned their lineage? Are they mostly through Joseph who was sold into
Egypt? [Good question. I have not asked about that. PR]
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If a person has not made the everlasting covenant before birth is it still possible to be
adopted in to the House of Israel? Is also possible to have the Baptism of Fire and
Calling & Election? [All is possible to receive, but the calling and election does
not occur in the 2nd estate. PR]

Isaiah 48 — Zion Arise — 1 Nephi 20:1-22

1 Hearken and hear this, O house of Jacob, [those of the Covenant] who are called by
the name of Israel, and are come forth out of the waters of Judah, or out of the waters of
baptism, who swear [make an oath] by the name of the Lord, and make mention of
the God of Israel, yet they swear not in truth nor in righteousness. [do not keep their
promises]

2 Nevertheless, they call themselves of the holy city, [Zion] but they do not

stay [focus]themselves upon the God of Israel, who is the Lord of Hosts; [most
powerful God] yea, the Lord of Hosts is his name.

3 Behold, I have declared the former things from the beginning; and they went forth out
of my mouth, and I showed them. [did prophecy] I did show them suddenly. [with
urgency]

4 And I did it because I knew that thou art obstinate [stubborn], and thy neck is an
iron sinew [slow to repent], and thy brow brass; [narrow in vision and
understanding]

5 And I have even from the beginning declared to thee; before it came to pass I showed
them thee [the prophecies]; and I showed them for fear lest thou shouldst say—Mine
idol hath done them, and my graven image, and my molten image hath commanded
them. [You cannot say, “It is not of God, but of man, and it is an act of
nature, and the creations of man have caused them to occur.”]

6 Thou hast seen and heard all this; and will ye not declare them? [Will you not say it
is true?] And that I have showed thee new things from this time [the present], even
hidden things, and thou didst not know them. [you did not know before]

7 They are created [happening] now, and not from the beginning [past], even before
the day when thou heardest them not they were declared unto thee, lest thou shouldst
say—Behold I knew them. [“I already know that.”]

8 Yea, and thou heardest not; yea, thou knewest not; yea, from that time thine ear was
not opened; [You did not listen to the Spirit.] for I knew that thou wouldst deal
very treacherously [break the Covenant], and wast called a transgressor from the
womb. [Born under condemnation before you were born because of the
tradition of your fathers.]

9 Nevertheless, for my name’s sake [sake of mine Elect] will I defer mine anger, and
for my praise [those who still worship God] will I refrain from thee, that I cut thee
not off. [T will not curse you.]

10 For, behold, I have refined thee, I have chosen thee [found you worthy] in the
furnace [trial] of affliction.

11 For mine own [Elect’s] sake, yea, for mine own sake will I do this, for I will not suffer
my name [Church] to be polluted, and I will not give my glory [power] unto another.
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12 Hearken unto me, O Jacob [those of the Covenant], and Israel my called, for I am
he; I am the first, and I am also the last. [A way to define the role of the Only
Begotten Son and Redeemer.]

13 Mine hand hath also laid the foundation of the earth, and my right hand hath
spanned the heavens. I call unto them and they stand up together. [obey my
commands]

14 All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear; who among them hath declared these things
unto them? [Who has given you this sacred knowledge?] The Lord hath loved
him [you]; yea, and he will fulfil his word which he hath declared by them [his
prophet]; and he will do his pleasure on Babylon [the kingdoms of this world],
and his arm shall come upon the Chaldeans. [Those who think they know more
than God.]

15 Also, saith the Lord; I the Lord, yea, I have spoken; yea, I have called him [Isaiah] to
declare [prophecy], I have brought [called] him, and he shall make his way
prosperous. [He shall accomplish his mission.]

16 Come ye near unto me; [Listen closely to what I am about to say.] I have not
spoken in secret [These things are revealed to all.]; from the beginning, from the
time that it was declared [since I was first called] have I spoken; and the Lord God,
and his Spirit, hath sent me.

17 And thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I have sent

him [Jesus Christ], the Lord thy God who teacheth thee to profit [teaches all thing
for your profit], who leadeth thee by the way thou shouldst go, hath done it. [This is
what I do.]

18 O that thou hadst hearkened [listened and obeyed] to my commandments—then
had thy peace been as a river [Thy blessings would have flowed unto you
without ceasing.], and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea. [Your righteous
doings come unto you one after another.]

19 Thy seed [posterity] also had been as the sand [eternal as the sand of the sea];
the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof; his name should not have been cut off
nor destroyed from before me. [Your children remained under the Covenant.]
20 Go ye forth of Babylon [leave the ugliness of the world], flee ye from the
Chaldeans [the wisdom of man], with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter to
the end of the earth; say ye: The Lord hath redeemed his servant Jacob [people of the
Covenant].

21 And they thirsted not [were blessed]; he led them [the Israelites] through the
deserts; he caused the waters [blessings] to flow out of the rock for them; he clave the
rock also and the waters [blessings] gushed out.

22 And notwithstanding he hath done all this, and greater also, there is no

peace [promise], saith the Lord, unto the wicked. [This same covenant applies to
both the ancient Israelites and those who follow Christ today.]

Each time Isaiah is quoted in the Book of Mormon it is for a purpose related
to the latter-days. These words are for those who will arise and claim Zion.
These words are for those who will be servants of the Lord in the gathering
of Israel.

Questions and Comments:

71



I have always loved the Isaiah chapters of the Book of Mormon, and your interpretations
as always are so enlightening. By coincidence (which I don’t believe in), the other day an
acquaintance of mine who is considered one of the top Old Testiment historians in the
world (in respect of his privacy, I won’t mention him directly, but I think it’s safe to
assume that most folks who follow you would recognize him), was mentioning to me
something called the deutero Isaiah hypothesis which affect chapters 40-55 of Isaiah.
I'm sheepish to admit that I never heard of this before, so I looked into it and read all I
could find on the subject on FAIR, but according to my friend, FAIR’s response is “very
lacking”. Coming from someone of your stature with the Lord, I'd love to hear your take.
Again, I don’t believe in coincidences, and I feel that your inspired interpretations are
something I specifically am meant to read. Thank you so much. [T am not familiar
with the deutero Isaiah hypothesis. I have not studied any other person’s
writings on Isaiah. When I first prepared to study Isaiah a few years ago the
Lord told me to put away the books and trust in Him. It made all the
difference for me. PR]

What is interesting is that the Jacob/Israel level is always shown by Isaiah as a deciding
factor pivot point where most of humanity comes into mortality. We either covenant and
ascend up into the rung of the covenant keepers of “Zion/Jerusalem” (and beyond)
through trial and faith or we descend (through covenant breaking and/or idolatry and
apathy) towards Babylon and worse. Obviously, most of the world is comfortably
camped out in Babylon. Long story short: I enjoy your assessment of Isaiah 48 in the
book of Mormon. You said “These words are for those who will arise and claim Zion”.
YES! Thank you for pointing that out as it goes hand in glove with what I am learning.
The only way I understand to do this is to make covenants and exercise great faith in the
name of Christ unto salvation. It seems like Isaiah 48 is a perfect jumping off point for
Nephi to quote. Isaiah is saying “Jacob, here you are at your deciding pivotal moment.
Will you covenant and ascend or will to descend into perdition?” Rarely do we see
traditional LDS commentary on Isaiah in the book of Mormon explained as anchor
scriptures or guide posts to awake, arise— cast off our idol worship/ apathy and claim
Zion in these latter days. Why? [I will have to let individuals answer that by

their own revelation. PR]

I admit that Deutero Isaiah had me deeply concerned for a while until I started learning
how impossible it is for more than one author of Isaiah to exist. Isaiah is so complex all
the way through... chapters 1-31 mirror the literary structures and matches the
complexity to chapters 32-66 so precisely that it is impossible that two different (or
three as some claim) human brains could do it. I have only studied Isaiah for a few
months. I see the mind blowing complexity, types, word links, theme links, metaphor,
chiasm, and other literary devices and see that these weave back and forth between the
various parts of the book of Isaiah claimed to be written by multiple authors. That’s the
thing though... if one does not put in the time to unlock Isaiah, they have no choice but
to get lost in the complexity. In the end, the sheer magnitude and enormity of its
complexity from chapter one to chapter 66 is what saves Isaiah... ironically.
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We see and hear “covenant”, “covenant keeping”, and “covenant breaking” everywhere.
What is it that we are promising the Lord? What does it take to keep that promise and
not break it? His commandments...those that are written out in scripture? The two great
commandments to love God and love thy neighbor? Or is it to hear His Voice and
respond in like? Like anyone else, I don’t want to break covenants and miss out on the
flowing of God’s blessings. But I wish it were more clearly stated what my part of the
promise is so that I can keep myself in check. [Yes, that is true. We covenant
before we are born to have faith in the Father, to follow His Son, Jesus
Christ, and to ascend to the third estate. This is the part that relates to this
life, and it continues for many degrees after this life. The entire House of
Israel was under this covenant before birth, and many are a part of that as
well. To break this covenant is to go seeking after false idols, whatever that
may be. There are many facets to this covenant, but that is the main part
that pertains to most people. There are also covenants made during our
lives that pertain to this Everlasting Covenant, particularly the New
Covenant given by Christ to His disciples. This helps us to have faith unto
repentance, to prepare for the blessings of the Everlasting Covenant. (Not
specifically marriage as has been taught.) The most critical parts of the

covenant we need to know are stated in 3 Nephi 11-12. PR]

Is part of the sacrifice higher estate beings make (for example, a fourth estate person)
that they come to earth in a second estate situation and must progress by getting their
baptism of fire in this life, even if they have done it in lives before this? Is the baptism
of water and fire and receiving the Holy Ghost the only activities required to qualify to
progress to the third estate? [The answer to both questions is yes. PR]

What is the difference between the premortal covenant to ascend to the third estate and
the New Everlasting Covenant made during this life? Have the 144K been pre-ordained
for this mission in the pre-existence? What about the Elect? Do you have to be
foreordained for that before being born or is this available to everyone? Is ascending to
the third estate the same as receiving the Gift of the Holy Ghost, the same as becoming
children of Christ, the same as becoming part of the Church of the Firstborn, the same
as being saved? So, the 144K will gather in the elect. Does it mean the elect will be
protected and gathered before the tribulations. Are the wicked the only ones who will
suffer or will the righteous also be subjected to all kinds of tribulations leading to the
Second Coming? If I don’t receive the Gift of the Holy Ghost, does it mean I won’t have
God’s protection? Has the physical gathering already begun? If you start as a second
estate being, what is the most you can advance spiritually during one mortal probation?
After the Gift of the Holy Ghost, are the Second Comforter, the Calling and Election, and
exaltation all attainable in this life? [The difference is that the Everlasting
Covenant includes everything that comes here after in detail. The New
Covenant made during this life is focuses on coming to Christ to be reborn
in the Spirit. Yes, the 144K are preordained before the world to do what
they do. The Elect are those that made the Everlasting Covenant (House of
Israel). During the Times of the Gentiles this is extended to all the Children
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of Men. The 3rd Estate is the same as receiving the gift of HG. Yes, yes,

yes. They will be gathered in the midst of the tribulation. It will begin upon
His house, meaning His’ people. If you are in a state of repentance, seeking
Him, you will have the Spirit to guide you. This is the first protection. The
final protection would be the gift of the HG. The gathering has not yet
begun. If someone is 2nd estate the most they can become is 3rd estate in
this life, which is no small thing. Third to Fourth takes place at the end of
the Millennium. For the third estate, the Second Comforter is possible in
this life. Calling and Election is something that occurs for fourth estate and
Exaltation comes after many estates. I hope that helps. PR]

Waters of Judah, baptism. I just learned in going through this chapter again that
nowhere in the KJV OT is baptism mentioned except cryptically for religions like the
LDS who are trying to find it there. So, Nephi inserts “baptism” here which is like a
floodgate of truth for the latter day saint. Non-LDS Bible scholars state that baptism was
not practiced by ancient Israel but somehow when John the Baptist was going forth
baptizing, many seemed to know all about the practice already... and accepted it was
needed. Either John the Baptist was an extremely gifted preacher or the people had
been prepared by God to receive this new practice or baptism has always been on the
earth when the full gospel is here to accompany it (Adam was baptized in the book of
Moses). What do you think? Was baptism, the way we understand it practiced by
ancient Israel even though we can’t find direct evidence of it? [My understanding
was that Jews didn’t perform baptisms upon themselves because they were
“born in the covenant.” There must have been a caveat understood that one
could be reintroduced to the covenant through baptism under certain
circumstances. PR]

Isaiah 49 — Rise of the Servants — 1 Nephi 21:1-26

1 And again: Hearken, O ye house of Israel, all ye that are broken off and are driven
out [those who have departed from the Covenant and have been

cursed] because of the wickedness of the pastors [teachers] of my people; yea, all ye
that are broken off, that are scattered abroad, who are of my people, O house of Israel.
Listen, O isles [those in other lands], unto me, and hearken ye people from far; the
Lord hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made
mention of my name. [Before I was born was I called.]

2 And he hath made my mouth [words] like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand
hath he hid me [He hath hid this prophecy from the understanding of the
world.], and made me a polished shaft [straight arrow, carefully prepared
servant]; in his quiver hath he hid me;

3 And said unto me: Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified. [It will
be through the covenant bloodline of Israel that I will save them.]

4 Then I said, I have labored in vain, I have spent my strength [worked hard] for
naught [nothing] and in vain; surely my judgment is with the Lord, and my work with
my God. [The Lord will judge me for my effort, for it is His work.]
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5 And now, saith the Lord—that formed me from the womb that I should be his
servant [that called me before I was born], to bring Jacob again to him [to
restore Israel to the Covenant] —though Israel [descendants] be not gathered,
yet shall I be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and my God shall be my strength.

6 And he said: It is a light thing [a great knowledge] that thou shouldst be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob [restore those of the Covenant], and to restore the
preserved of Israel [descendants]. I will also give thee for a light to the

Gentiles [guide the church in the last days], that thou mayest be my

salvation [spread the word of salvation] unto the ends of the earth.

7 Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, his Holy One, to him whom man
despiseth [when men shall despise him], to him whom the nations abhorreth, to
servant of rulers: [though he is hated and treated as a servant] Kings shall see
and arise [They shall see him and arise.] , princes also shall worship, because of the
Lord that is faithful. [Because the Lord is always with him. (The David
Servant)]

8 Thus saith the Lord: In an acceptable [proper] time have I heard thee [blessed my
people], O isles of the sea [in other lands], and in a day of salvation [when the
Gospel is restored] have I helped thee; and I will preserve thee, and give thee my
servant for a covenant of the people, to establish the earth, to cause to inherit the
desolate heritages; [To revitalize that which is desolate.]

9 That thou mayest say to the prisoners [those in spiritual blindness]: Go forth; to
them that sit in darkness: Show yourselves. [Come forth!] They shall feed in the
ways, [They shall learn as they go.] and their pastures shall be in all high

places. [The Lord shall comfort them.]

10 They shall not hunger nor thirst, neither shall the heat nor the sun

smite [hurt] them; for he that hath mercy on them [their benefactor] shall lead
them, even by the springs of water [pure revelations] shall he guide them. [This
verse is directly related to the 144K that help to assist the Servant in the
gathering of Israel.]

11 And I will make all my mountains a way [make a way through all the nations],
and my highways shall be exalted. [transportation will not be inhibited]

12 And then, O house of Israel, behold, these shall come from far; and lo, these from the
north and from the west; and these from the land of Sinim. [southern parts]

13 Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; for the feet [kingdom] of those who are in
the east shall be established; and break forth into singing, O mountains [great
nations]; for they shall be smitten no more; for the Lord hath comforted his people,
and will have mercy upon his afflicted. [The Lord will heal them.]

14 But, behold, Zion [those who are pure in heart] hath said: The Lord hath
forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me—but he will show that he hath not.

15 For can a woman forget her sucking [nursing] child, that she should not have
compassion on the son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee, O
house of Israel.

16 Behold, I have graven [marked] thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are
continually before me. [I have sealed you unto me.] The Saviors Covenant
before birth included certain marks upon Himself, as do His servants.
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17 Thy children shall make haste against thy destroyers [Those you gather shall
depart from the adversary.]; and they that made thee waste shall go forth of

thee. [Those that afflicted you shall be gone.]

18 Lift up thine eyes round about and behold; all these gather themselves together, and
they shall come to thee. And as I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with
them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on even as a bride. [You shall surely
administer Covenants to them all, like beautiful jewels bestowed upon a
bride.]

19 For thy waste [ruined] and thy desolate places, and the land of thy destruction, shall
even now [before the destructions] be too narrow [small] by reason of the
inhabitants; and they that swallowed thee up shall be far away. [Those that will
cause this are yet far away.]

20 The children whom thou shalt have [new people that come after the
affliction] , after thou hast lost the first [The former inhabitants], shall again in
thine ears say: The place is too strait [difficult in their current place] for me; give
place to me that I may dwell.

21 Then shalt thou say in thine heart: Who hath begotten me these [Where have
these people come from?], seeing I have lost my children, and am desolate, a
captive, and removing to and fro? [All are gone from this place.] And who hath
brought up these? Behold, I was left alone; these, where have they been? [There were
no others.] This section is referring to an initial gathering of Zion in
America after the destructions have laid waste to much of the land.

22 Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles [raise up
my Church (future event)], and set up my standard to the people [point of
gathering]; and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be
carried upon their shoulders.

23 And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers [You
will be helped by kingdoms and principalities.]; they shall bow down to thee
with their face towards the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet [honor thee] ; and
thou shalt know that I am the Lord; for they shall not be ashamed [not
disappointed] that wait for me.

24 For shall the prey be taken from the mighty [Shall the blessings be taken from
the faithful?], or the lawful captives delivered? [Or the guilty be unjudged?]

25 But thus saith the Lord, even the captives [prisoners] of the

mighty [Adversary]shall be taken away [released], and the prey [victims] of the
terrible shall be delivered; for I will contend [fight against] with him that contendeth
with thee, and I will save thy children. [Those to be gathered.]

26 And I will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh [they will destroy
themselves]; they shall be drunken with their own blood as with sweet wine [fall
from their own demise]; and all flesh shall know that I, the Lord, am thy Savior and
thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

Questions and Comments:

Is Isaiah both the Light to the Gentiles and the Davidic Servant? Or just the Light to the
Gentiles? [He is not the Davidic Servant. PR]
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From the bracketed note in verse 18, what does it mean to administer Covenants?
[This refers to baptism of water and the laying on of Hands for the Gift of
the Holy Ghost. PR]

The Book of Mormon shows that there are much greater promises given to the seed of
Lehi/Nephi in these latter days, than those given to the gentiles who would receive a
restored version of the fullness of the Gospel of Christ. It seems to me that upon the
destruction of the great gentile nation (America) that there will be a great work wrought
upon the Native Americans. Would not the gentiles (and those of the restored Church,
who subsequently rejected the fullness that had been offered them) say to themselves —
upon seeing this great work wrought among a different people than themselves — “AND
WHO HATH BROUGHT UP THESE? BEHOLD... WHERE HAVE THEY BEEN?”

Vs 3 7 And said unto me: Thou art my servant, O Israel, in whom I will be glorified. [It
will be through the covenant bloodline of Israel that I will save them.]” Is Ephraim
(latter day lds gentiles) a part of that covenant bloodline? [This is the tribe of Judah
here speaking. PR] Vs 4 “Then I said, I have labored in vain, I have spent my
strength [worked hard] for naught [nothing] and in vain; ” this is so appropriate! This is
a chapter about servants awaking and arising... and some days it sure does feel like
nothing is happening yet we want so badly for progress to be made manifest. That is a
personal interpretation but I wonder if that will be the case when the servants go forth
and start gathering or “preaching” to the Jews... maybe it will be a really slow start?
[Not that slow respectively. Not necessarily the Jews, but the entire House
of Israel. Again, a mystery. The Jews will still be in confusion other than a
small remnant of Messianic Jews, until Christ himself comes to them upon
the Mt. of Olives. PR] Vs 15 “...Yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee, O
house of Israel.”

Why does the Lord love the house of Israel above all others so much when they seem to
turn away from Him time and again (they even crucified Him)? I know He is merciful
and patient and omnibenevolent... I mean, are we all like the house of Israel? Is there
not one people who doesn’t turn away from Him? Why is Israel the favored house? [The
earth and everything here, the entire purpose of its creation is to save the
House of Israel. All other people are here by invitation and are invited to
partake, but the HoflI are the covenant children since before the foundation
of the world. They are why the Father sent His Only Begotten Son. PR]

Apocalypse of Nephi — 1 Nephi 22:1-31

1 And now it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had read these things which were
engraven upon the plates of brass, my brethren came unto me and said unto me: What
meaneth these things which ye have read? Behold, are they to be understood according
to things which are spiritual, which shall come to pass according to the spirit and not the
flesh? [This is and was a common way many interpret scripture. That
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scripture is not literal, but somehow only has a spiritual connotation that
does not affect us in the physical realm. Usually, it is both.]

2 And I, Nephi, said unto them: Behold they were manifest unto the prophet by the
voice of the Spirit; for by the Spirit are all things made known unto the prophets, which
shall come upon the children of men according to the flesh. [Revelations are
received in a manner that is outside our physical senses. It is heard and
seen in the mind’s eye according to the Spirit of the Lord.]

3 Wherefore, the things of which I have read are things pertaining to things both
temporal and spiritual; for it appears that the house of Israel, sooner or later, will be
scattered upon all the face of the earth, and also among all nations. [This was
unconceivable at that time to a Jew.]

4 And behold, there are many who are already lost from the knowledge of those who are
at Jerusalem. [Lost Ten Tribes who were formally taken captive by the
Assyrians and migrated north.] Yea, the more part of all the tribes have been led
away [by the Lord]; and they are scattered to and fro upon the isles of the

sea [among many nations]; and whither they are none of us knoweth, save that we
know that they have been led away.

5 And since they have been led away, these things have been prophesied concerning
them, and also concerning all those who shall hereafter be scattered and be confounded,
because of the Holy One of Israel; for against him will they harden their hearts [will
not repent]; wherefore, they shall be scattered among all nations and shall be hated of
all men.

6 Nevertheless, after they shall be nursed [helped to gain strength] by the Gentiles,
and the Lord has lifted up his hand upon the Gentiles and set them up for a standard,
and their children have been carried in their arms, and their daughters have been
carried upon their shoulders, behold these things of which are spoken are temporal; for
thus are the covenants of the Lord with our fathers; and it meaneth us in the days to
come, and also all our brethren who are of the house of Israel. [Interpreting Isaiah’s
scripture, Nephi explains that it will be their descendants and the House of
Israel that shall be carried and nourished by Gentiles in the last days.]

7 And it meaneth that the time cometh that after all the house of Israel have been
scattered and confounded, that the Lord God will raise up a mighty nation among the
Gentiles,[The United States] yea, even upon the face of this land; and by them shall
our seed be scattered.

8 And after our seed is scattered the Lord God will proceed to do a marvelous work
among the Gentiles, which shall be of great worth unto our seed; wherefore, it is likened
unto their being nourished by the Gentiles and being carried in their arms and upon
their shoulders. [The translating of the BofM and other records just before the
establishment of Zion. Most of this is yet to occur.]

9 And it shall also be of worth unto the Gentiles; and not only unto the Gentiles but unto
all the house of Israel, unto the making known of the covenants of the Father of heaven
unto Abraham, saying: In thy seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed. [A full
understanding of the Everlasting Covenant and the workings of the Lord.]
10 And I would, my brethren, that ye should know that all the kindreds [races] of the
earth cannot be blessed [be given the Covenant] unless he shall make bare his arm in
the eyes of the nations. [Display his power to the world.]
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11 Wherefore, the Lord God will proceed to make bare his arm in the eyes of all the
nations, in bringing about his covenants [ordinances] and his gospel [Doctrine of
Salvation] unto those who are of the house of Israel. [It is these to whom the
Gospel will be given when the Times of the Gentiles ends and the Times of
the Gathering of Israel commences.]

12 Wherefore, he will bring them again out of captivity, and they shall be gathered
together to the lands of their inheritance [Began happening about 1917 with the
Balfour Declaration and the return of the Jews to Israel.]; and they shall be
brought out of obscurity and out of darkness; and they shall know that the Lord is their
Savior and their Redeemer, the Mighty One of Israel. [This will yet occur to the
great extent prophesied.]

13 And the blood of that great and abominable church, which is the whore of all the
earth, shall turn upon their own heads; for they shall war among themselves, and the
sword of their own hands shall fall upon their own heads, and they shall be drunken
with their own blood. [Wars among nations whose purpose is world
domination. Such wars will increase until the end.]

14 And every nation which shall war against thee, O house of Israel, shall be turned one
against another, and they shall fall into the pit which they digged to ensnare the people
of the Lord. And all that fight against Zion shall be destroyed, and that great whore, who
hath perverted the right ways of the Lord, yea, that great and abominable church, shall
tumble to the dust and great shall be the fall of it. [This is a short abbreviation of
what the Apostle John saw in Revelation.]

15 For behold, saith the prophet, the time cometh speedily that Satan shall have no more
power over the hearts of the children of men; for the day soon cometh that all the proud
and they who do wickedly shall be as stubble; and the day cometh that they must be
burned. [The earth shall receive a literal baptism of fire and be cleansed.]

16 For the time soon cometh that the fulness of the wrath of God shall be poured out
upon all the children of men; for he will not suffer that the wicked shall destroy the
righteous.

17 Wherefore, he will preserve the righteous by his power, even if it so be that the
fulness of his wrath must come [A “fullness” implies the kind of destruction that
lays flat everything with complete annihilation.], and the righteous be
preserved, even unto the destruction of their enemies by fire. Wherefore, the righteous
need not fear; for thus saith the prophet, they shall be saved, even if it so be as by

fire. [It will come from the Heavens. There will be many instances including
the coming forth of the Ten Tribes which will be saved from enemies by fire
of heaven raining down upon them.]

18 Behold, my brethren, I say unto you, that these things must shortly come; yea, even
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke must come; and it must needs be upon the face of
this earth; and it cometh unto men according to the flesh [physically] if it so be that
they will harden their hearts against the Holy One of Israel. [This occurred during
the time of Christ’s death and will again just before HIs coming in glory.]

19 For behold, the righteous shall not perish; for the time surely must come that all they
who fight against Zion shall be cut off. [When they are ripe in iniquity there will
be a complete separation of the righteous and wicked geographically.]

20 And the Lord will surely prepare a way for his people, unto the fulfilling of the words
of Moses, which he spake, saying: A prophet [Jesus Christ] shall the Lord your God
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raise up unto you, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say
unto you. And it shall come to pass that all those who will not hear that prophet shall be
cut off from among the people. [Shall be cut off from the chosen people of God.]
21 And now I, Nephi, declare unto you, that this prophet of whom Moses spake was the
Holy One of Israel; wherefore, he shall execute judgment in righteousness.

22 And the righteous need not fear, for they are those who shall not be

confounded [lose their way]. But it is the kingdom of the devil, which shall be built up
among the children of men, which kingdom is established among them which are in the
flesh— [This is more than a philosophy or generalization. It is an actual
organized entity which seeks to gain power over all people

and institutions.]

23 For the time speedily shall come that all churches which are built up to get gain [Do
you know any established churches that are not rich in terms of money and
real estate?], and all those who are built up to get power over the flesh, and those who
are built up to become popular in the eyes of the world [How many churches
abandon their former beliefs to conform to cultural changes?], and those who
seek the lusts of the flesh and the things of the world [Signifying the pursuit of
fame, fortune, and comfort.], and to do all manner of iniquity [Signifying
something of a sexual sin.] ; yea, in fine, all those [churches and

institutions] who belong to the kingdom of the devil are they who need fear, and
tremble, and quake; they are those who must be brought low in the dust; they are those
who must be consumed as stubble; and this is according to the words of the prophet.

24 And the time cometh speedily that the righteous must be led up as calves of the

stall, [brought home to safety] and the Holy One of Israel [Jesus Christ] must
reign in dominion, and might, and power, and great glory. [The Millennium]

25 And he gathereth his children from the four quarters of the earth [The purpose of
the 144Kk]; and he numbereth his sheep [The Elect], and they know him; and there
shall be one fold [Church of the Firstborn] and one shepherd; and he shall feed his
sheep, and in him they shall find pasture.

26 And because of the righteousness [Following the will of the Lord] of his people,
Satan has no power; [This is a good point to remember in our own lives as we
seek to overcome the Adversary.] wherefore, he cannot be loosed for the space of
many years; for he hath no power over the hearts of the people, for they dwell in
righteousness, and the Holy One of Israel reigneth. [Satan’s power is not in his
physical self, but his dominion and those that worship him. At the end of
the Millennium his power will rise as he is allowed to tempt the Angels of
God one last time before he is sent to Outer Darkness.]

27 And now behold, I, Nephi, say unto you that all these things must come according to
the flesh. [in the physical world]

28 But, behold, all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people shall dwell safely in the Holy
One of Israel if it so be that they will repent. [The children of men, all races, and
religions will be offered this blessing if they repent and partake of the
Everlasting Covenant of God.]

29 And now I, Nephi, make an end; for I durst not speak further as yet concerning these
things. [The Spirit constrains him from saying more.]
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30 Wherefore, my brethren, I would that ye should consider that the things which have
been written upon the plates of brass are true; and they testify that a man must be
obedient to the commandments of God.

31 Wherefore, ye need not suppose that I and my father are the only ones that have
testified, and also taught them. Wherefore, if ye shall be obedient to the
commandments, and endure to the end [continue on this path without changing
course], ye shall be saved at the last day. And thus it is. Amen. [A double amen is
sealing his own words.]

Questions and Comments:

In verse 23 when Nephi says the churches must be brought low into the dust, does that
mean the entire body of all the church goers along with the leadership is brought low
into the dust? Or does it mean the church organization (which is made up of all the
money, the properties, investments, legal holdings, etc.) and the corrupt leadership are
brought low into the dust and the lower, less powerful, blinded members scatter, having
witnessed the fall of the devil’s churches, but are not significantly harmed? What does
the phrase “brought low into the dust” mean in today’s language? How will that look
when it happens? [All those who are not part of the Church of Christ, which is
not an institution but a Covenant, shall be brought down. At first it will be
the cracks among their followers, as members become disillusioned, and
then the complete collapse. In the end, the only Church remaining will be
the Church of the Firstborn. PR]

What will the complete collapse of these churches look like in our day? (Bankruptcy?
Buildings closing?) What are the symptoms to watch for to let us know this is underway
and hastening? [Inner strife followed by disaster and war. I am not permitted
to give details other than what I have already written. PR]

When they are ripe in iniquity there will be a complete separation of the righteous and
wicked geographically” How so? Does this mean Third Zion will be in America? [Yes,
it is in America. The complete separation occurs after the entire House of
Israel is gathered. There is also a small gathering in old Jerusalem. PR]

Thank you so much for sharing these things! My question is, what does a righteous
church or the Church of the First Born look like? I feel that my reference point of “a
church” is so tainted by false traditions and beliefs that I am searching for a true
understanding of what Christ’s church looks like. [“Behold, this is my doctrine —
whosoever repenteth and cometh unto me, the same is my church.” (D&C
10:67) The Lord doesn’t look at His Church in terms of an institution.
Joseph Smith organized the Church of Christ in 1830 so that the church
would have legal standing. Its structure became more organized to suit the
needs of men; however, this is not how the Lord identifies His church. In
fact, he condemned the church (D&C 84:54-57) for treating lightly what they
had received. This was speaking to the body, not to all individuals. Here in
mortality the Lord only recognized two churches, His own and the church

81



of the devil. This is described in (1 Nephi 14:10). The Church of the
Firstborn are those who have received the Gift of the Holy Ghost and mingle
freely with the Angels of God. This will occur in Zion and amongst those
who have ascended. PR]

I think I kinda understand a TINY bit. I was telling my husband a while ago that I feel as
if believers and members of churches (LDS included) may follow “traditional” worship
and counsel from “others” more than seeking the Lords counsel without a large
organization. Does that make sense?

Can you help me understand these terms or what they reference in the bigger plan?
House of the Lord

House of the Firstborn

House of Joseph

Church of Firstborn

I believe I read somewhere that most Patriarchs are 4th Estate? Do they have authority
to seal a blessing upon an individual in proxy of the living God?

Forgive me if my questions are too much. I'm still learning. [When you see the
word “House,” it typically identifies a family. It can also signify a school of
learning. Servants under the direction of the Lord can perform sealing
blessings. For example, the laying on of hands for the Gift of the Holy
Ghost. PR]

“11 Wherefore, the Lord God will proceed to make bare his arm in the eyes of all the
nations, in bringing about his covenants [ordinances] and his gospel [Doctrine of
Salvation] unto those who are of the house of Israel. [It is these to whom the Gospel will
be given when the Times of the Gentiles ends and the Times of the Gathering of Israel
commences.]” Relative to the Everlasting Covenant and it’s ordinances: the ordinances
of water baptism and the sacrament are what this verse refers to? [Yes. PR]

Is the baptism of fire an ordinance? [No. It is the cleansing glory by which we can
stand in the presence of God and His angels. PR]

Is the baptism of the holy ghost an ordinance? [Yes. It is the spiritual
consumption of the baptism of the water ordinance. PR]

Is the calling and election made sure an ordinance? [Yes it is. PR]

Is the second comforter experience an ordinance? [No, this is a gift of the Spirit
which has broad meaning to most people. PR]

Is the sealing to one’s spouse by the Lord an ordinance in the EC? [Yes. PR]

are there any other ordinances in the Everlasting Covenant (relative to redemption in
this life)? [The Doctrine of Christ includes the ordinances required for
redemption from the 2nd Estate. There are many ordinances that are given
in mortality which point us toward a higher portion of the Everlasting
Covenant. Those include: The Washing of Feet, Temple ordinances, and
whatever means the Lord chooses to give us to prepare our minds for its
fulfillment. An ordinance is a ritual observance given from God to point us
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toward the reception of its spiritual consummation, which is the fullness of
the Everlasting Covenant. PR]

Second Book of Nephi

Blessings of the Promised Land — 2 Nephi 1:1-32

1 And now it came to pass that after I, Nephi, had made an end of teaching my brethren,
our father, Lehi, also spake many things unto them, and rehearsed unto them, how great
things the Lord had done for them in bringing them out of the land of Jerusalem.

2 And he spake unto them concerning their rebellions upon the waters, and the mercies
of God in sparing their lives, that they were not swallowed up in the sea.

3 And he also spake unto them concerning the land of promise, which they had
obtained—how merciful the Lord had been in warning us that we should flee out of the
land of Jerusalem. [They had lived through an incredible experience together,
witnessing firsthand the miracles and mercy of the Lord. Lehi, very old in
age, tried to hammer this point to his sons.]

4 For, behold, said he, I have seen a vision, in which I know that Jerusalem is destroyed;
and had we remained in Jerusalem we should also have perished. [A seer is shown
thing of the past, future, and how they are at the present. Lehi saw what was
left of Jerusalem after it was conquered.]

5 But, said he, notwithstanding our afflictions, we have obtained a land of promise, a
land which is choice above all other lands; a land which the Lord God hath covenanted
with me should be a land for the inheritance of my seed. Yea, the Lord hath covenanted
this land unto me, and to my children forever, and also all those who should be led out
of other countries by the hand of the Lord. [The land of North America is the most
choice of all lands for various reasons. It is a blessed land since the
beginning, being the land of Adam and His children, where the Jaredites
came, and now where those seeking to worship God could flee. This is for
not just the family of Lehi and their descendants. The land is also rich with
natural resources.]

6 Wherefore, I, Lehi, prophesy according to the workings of the Spirit which is in me,
that there shall none come into this land save they shall be brought by the hand of the
Lord. [This is referring to an occupying people. There will always be evil
people seeking to overthrow what is good in America. As the United States
becomes more ripe in iniquity the Lord will prepare to clean the land that a
new people may possess it. (Zion)]

7 Wherefore, this land is consecrated [set apart] unto him whom he shall bring. And if
it so be that they shall serve him according to the commandments which he hath given,
it shall be a land of liberty unto them; wherefore, they shall never be brought down into
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captivity; if so, it shall be because of iniquity; for if iniquity shall abound cursed shall be
the land for their sakes, but unto the righteous it shall be blessed forever. [America
has had its share of wars and afflictions, mostly because of wickedness.
When we look at how the practice of human slavery destroyed the South,
and today as the culture shifts to a more godless, secular society, the
country is currently divided along lines of what is considered good and evil.
For many, what is black is now white.]

8 And behold, it is wisdom [with foresight] that this land should be kept [secret]as
yet from the knowledge of other nations; for behold, many nations would overrun the
land, that there would be no place for an inheritance.

9 Wherefore, I, Lehi, have obtained a promise, that inasmuch as those whom the Lord
God shall bring out of the land of Jerusalem shall keep his commandments, they shall
prosper upon the face of this land [Thus, it is called the Promised Land.]; and they
shall be kept from all other nations, that they may possess this land unto themselves.
And if it so be that they shall keep his commandments they shall be blessed upon the
face of this land, and there shall be none to molest them, nor to take away the land of
their inheritance; and they shall dwell safely forever. [America has been more safe
than other nations from outside war and attacks than other nations until
recent years. Most all of our afflictions have been self-inflicted.]

10 But behold, when the time cometh that they [Those that inhabit this land.] shall
dwindle in unbelief, after they have received so great blessings from the hand of the
Lord—having a knowledge of the creation of the earth, and all men, knowing the great
and marvelous works of the Lord from the creation of the world; having power given
them to do all things by faith [After the restoration of the priesthood and the
many blessings that include advancements in medicine and technology.] ;
having all the commandments [revelations] from the beginning, and having been
brought by his infinite goodness into this precious land of promise—behold, I say, if the
day shall come that they will reject the Holy One of Israel, the true Messiah, their
Redeemer and their God, behold, the judgments of him that is just shall rest upon
them. [That day is soon upon us.]

11 Yea, he will bring other nations unto them, [invasion] and he will give unto them
power, and he will take away from them the lands of their possessions, and he will cause
them to be scattered and smitten. [Future suffering of America.]

12 Yea, as one generation passeth to another there shall be bloodsheds [wars], and
great visitations [God’s interventions] among them; wherefore, my sons, I would
that ye would remember; yea, I would that ye would hearken unto my words.

13 O that ye would awake; awake from a deep sleep, yea, even from the sleep of hell, and
shake off the awful chains by which ye are bound, which are the chains which bind the
children of men, that they are carried away captive down to the eternal gulf of misery
and woe. [To be asleep is a good metaphor for not being willing to repent.
How many people seem to find comfort in the warm blankets of their
current situation, not willing to wake up to the truth?]

14 Awake! and arise from the dust, and hear the words of a trembling parent, whose
limbs ye must soon lay down in the cold and silent grave, from whence no traveler can
return; a few more days and I go the way of all the earth.
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15 But behold, the Lord hath redeemed my soul from hell; I have beheld his glory, and I
am encircled about eternally in the arms of his love. [A powerful testimony, the
kind that should be born from the pulpit and at home amongst our
families.]

16 And I desire that ye should remember to observe the statutes [laws] and the
judgments [ordinances] of the Lord; behold, this hath been the anxiety of my soul
from the beginning.

17 My heart hath been weighed down with sorrow from time to time, for I have feared,
lest for the hardness of your hearts [lack of desire] the Lord your God should come
out in the fulness of his wrath upon you, that ye be cut off and destroyed forever;

18 Or, that a cursing should come upon you [your posterity] for the space of many
generations; and ye are visited by sword, and by famine, and are hated, and are led
according to the will and captivity of the devil. [The sins of the parents often affect
several generations of family before the chain is broken.]

19 O my sons, that these things might not come upon you, but that ye might be a choice
and a favored people of the Lord. But behold, his will be done; for his ways are
righteousness forever.

20 And he hath said that: Inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments ye shall
prosper in the land; but inasmuch as ye will not keep my commandments [revelations
to youlye shall be cut off from my presence. [If we do not do as the Lord
commands us, we cannot have the faith necessary to come to Him.]

21 And now that my soul might have joy in you, and that my heart might leave this world
with gladness because of you, that I might not be brought down with grief and sorrow to
the grave, arise from the dust, my sons, and be men [of God], and be determined in
one mind and in one heart [In the Spirit of the Lord], united in all things, that ye
may not come down into captivity;

22 That ye may not be cursed with a sore cursing; and also, that ye may not incur the
displeasure of a just God upon you, unto the destruction, yea, the eternal destruction of
both soul and body. [This is the ultimate curse upon those who become
Perdition.]

23 Awake, my sons; put on the armor of righteousness [performing in the Spirit]. Shake
off the chains with which ye are bound [Satan’s chains upon the heart], and come
forth out of obscurity, and arise from the dust. [be born again in Christ]

24 Rebel no more against your brother [Nephi], whose views have been glorious, and
who hath kept the commandments [revelations] from the time that we left Jerusalem;
and who hath been an instrument in the hands of God, in bringing us forth into the land
of promise; for were it not for him, we must have perished with hunger in the
wilderness; nevertheless, ye sought to take away his life; yea, and he hath suffered much
sorrow because of you. [a painful reminder to Laman and Lemuel]

25 And I exceedingly fear and tremble because of you, lest he shall suffer again; for
behold, ye have accused him that he sought power and authority over you; but I know
that he hath not sought for power nor authority over you, but he hath sought the glory of
God, and your own eternal welfare.
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26 And ye have murmured because he hath been plain unto you. Ye say that he hath
used sharpness [in terms of rude accusations]; ye say that he hath been angry with
you; but behold, his sharpness was the sharpness of the power of the word of God, which
was in him; and that which ye call anger was the truth, according to that which is in
God, which he could not restrain, manifesting boldly concerning your iniquities. [The
wicked hate to be confronted with truth. The often react with great anger
and desire to return with harm upon their accuser.]

27 And it must needs be that the power of God must be with him, even unto his
commanding you that ye must obey. But behold, it was not he, but it was the Spirit of
the Lord which was in him, which opened his mouth to utterance that he could not shut
it. [When the Spirit of Prophecy comes upon an individual they feel
constrained to speak, almost can’t help but do so. When this is done it is not
uncommon for the servant to say in the name of the Lord, or something to
imply that this is the Lord’s words, not their own.]

28 And now my son, Laman, and also Lemuel and Sam, and also my sons who are the
sons of Ishmael, behold, if ye will hearken unto the voice of Nephi ye shall not perish.
And if ye will hearken unto him I leave unto you a blessing, yea, even my first

blessing. [ Lehi officially designates Nephi as the leader of the people.]

29 But if ye will not hearken unto him I take away my first blessing, yea, even my
blessing, and it shall rest upon him.

30 And now, Zoram, I speak unto you: Behold, thou art the servant of Laban;
nevertheless, thou hast been brought out of the land of Jerusalem, and I know that thou
art a true friend unto my son, Nephi, forever. [A close relationship founded upon a
love for scripture.]

31 Wherefore, because thou hast been faithful thy seed shall be blessed with his seed,
that they dwell in prosperity long upon the face of this land; and nothing, save it shall be
iniquity among them, shall harm or disturb their prosperity upon the face of this land
forever. [The Zoramites would be counted among the Nephites and carry the
lineage of Ephraim.]

32 Wherefore, if ye shall keep the commandments of the Lord, the Lord hath
consecrated this land for the security of thy seed with the seed of my son. [Remnants
of his seed continue among the Native Americans today.]

Purpose of Life — 2 Nephi 2:1-30

1 And now, Jacob, I speak unto you: Thou art my firstborn in the days of my tribulation
in the wilderness. And behold, in thy childhood thou hast suffered afflictions and much
sorrow, because of the rudeness [teasing and meanness] of thy brethren.

2 Nevertheless, Jacob, my firstborn in the wilderness, thou knowest the greatness of
God [He has a witness of God’s glory.]; and he shall consecrate thine afflictions for
thy gain. [A good lesson for us to remember, that God allows the righteous to
suffer that they may be made holy in their afflictions.]

3 Wherefore, thy soul shall be blessed, and thou shalt dwell safely with thy brother,
Nephi; and thy days shall be :spent in the service of thy God. Wherefore, I know that
thou art redeemed, because of the righteousness of thy Redeemer; for thou
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hast beheld that in the fulness of time [The apex of this worlds time for man.] he
cometh to bring salvation unto men. [Jacob had received a witness of Christ and
saw the future events for himself, as his brother Nephi before him.]

4 And thou hast :beheld in thy youth his glory [There is no age requirement for
when a person can have a witness of Jesus. Joseph saw the Father and the
Son at the age of fourteen.]; wherefore, thou art blessed even as they unto whom he
shall minister in the flesh; for the Spirit is the same, yesterday, today, and forever. And
the way is prepared from the fall of man, and salvation is free. [Another reminder
that things never change. That by the Atonement of Christ all men may be
saved. He payed the price, which makes it free to us. The question is
whether we will take it.]

5 And men are instructed sufficiently that they know good from evil. And the law is
given unto men. And by the law no flesh is justified; or, by the law men are cut off. Yea,
by the temporal law they were cut off; and also, by the spiritual law they perish from
that which is good, and become miserable forever. [Which law is Lehi alluding to
here? It is the law associated with partaking of a body in this temporal
sphere. All mankind is “cut off” from God when they come here, yet they
may know intrinsically between good and evil. However, no person is able
to be redeemed of their own will, but must be forever telestial.]

6 Wherefore, :redemption cometh in and through the Holy Messiah [anointed one];
for he is full of «grace and truth. [power and light]

7 Behold, he offereth himself a sacrifice for sin [to make clean again], to answer the
ends of the law [That which separates us from God], unto all those who have a
broken heart [full desire] and a contrite spirit [full submission]; and unto none else
can the ends of the law be answered. [Only these can be born again in His image.]
8 Wherefore, how great the importance to make these things known unto the
inhabitants of the earth, that they may know that there is no flesh that can dwell in the
presence of God [the purpose of Christ’s sacrifice], save it be through the

merits [anointing], and mercy [love], and grace [power] of the Holy Messiah,

who layeth down his life according to the flesh [in a temporal body], and taketh it
again by the power of the Spirit [Overcome death and hell], that he may bring to
pass the resurrection of the dead [The raising of our bodies from temporal to a
spiritual rebirth of higher glory.], being the first that should rise. [He must be
the first to be resurrected.]

9 Wherefore, he is the firstfruits unto God [The pattern for all], inasmuch as he shall
make intercession [in the stead thereof] for all the children of men; and they that
believe [have faith] in him shall be saved. [Shall not be sent where Satan will
go.]

10 And because of the intercession for all, all men [and women] come unto God;
wherefore, they stand in the presence of him [before His all-seeing eye], to

be judged [divided and organized] of him according to the truth [divine
knowledge and wisdom] and -holiness [ Fullness of the Spirit] which is in him.
Wherefore, the ends of the law [divine purposes] which the Holy One hath given,
unto the inflicting of the spunishment which is affixed [the justice of the wicked that
choose Satan], which punishment that is affixed [set in place] is in opposition to
that of the happiness which is affixed, to answer the ends of the -atonement— [The
entire purpose of the Atonement is to bring us joy and happiness.]
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11 For it must needs be, that there is an -opposition in all things. If not so, my firstborn
in the wilderness, righteousness could not be brought to pass, neither wickedness,
neither holiness nor misery, neither good nor bad. Wherefore, all things must needs be a
compound in one [no balance and purpose]; wherefore, if it should be one body it
must needs remain as dead, having no life neither death, nor corruption nor
incorruption, happiness nor misery, neither sense nor insensibility. [This single verse
has massive ramifications to understanding the nature of God and the
Heavens. Everything has its mirror image in the universe. You cannot have
good without the bad or bad without the good.]

12 Wherefore, it must needs have been created for a thing of naught [nothing];
wherefore there would have been no purpose in the end of its creation. [From the
moment we were given a spiritual tabernacle in the image of God our
purpose was to fill the measure of our creation. This is something that is
intrinsically inside each of us, like a seed waiting to sprout and grow into
whichever kind of tree we are to become.] Wherefore, this thing must needs
destroy the wisdom of God and his eternal purposes, and also the power [grace and
the estates], and the mercy [Atonement], and the justice of God. [the dividing of
the wheat from the tares.]

13 And if ye shall say there is no law [governing of heaven], ye shall also say there is
no sin. [that which is not in harmony with God’s law] If ye shall say there is no
sin, ye shall also say there is no righteousness. [in harmony with God’s law] And if
there be no righteousness there be no happiness. [spiritual joy and peace] And if
there be no righteousness nor happiness there be no punishment nor misery. [hell and
perdition] And if these things are not there is no God. [These are the evidence of
His works.] And if there is no God we are not, neither the earth; for there could have
been no creation of things, neither to act nor to be acted upon; wherefore, all things
must have vanished away. [All things in creation are a cascade of relationships
of one larger system to another. Each are created with balance to create
harmony and help all things reach the measure of their creation in the
cosmos. |

14 And now, my sons, I speak unto you these things for your profit and learning; for
there is a God, and he hath created all things, both the heavens and the earth, and all
things that in them are, both things to act and things to be acted upon. [This is the
nature of the very sub-atomic particles that make up all creation. There are
those that act, or are acted upon, and herein lies a mystery.]

15 And to bring about his eternal purposes [the entire purpose of the creation] in
the end of man, after he had »created our first parents, [literally, the first] and the
beasts of the field [creatures good and evil] and the fowls of the air [angels good
and evil], and in fine, all things which are created, it must needs be that there was an
opposition [choice]; even the forbidden fruit [forbidden

knowldege] in opposition to the tree of life [Eternal Life]; the one being sweet and
the other bitter.

16 Wherefore, the Lord God gave unto man that he should act for himself. [At no time
in our existence are we ever compelled to do anything, for we are the kind
of intelligence which can act and not be acted upon. However, if ever one
were to choose Satan, it becomes a different story.] Wherefore, man could

not act for himself save it should be that he was enticed by the one or the other. [This is
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why we are always allowed to be tempted of Satan, even until our dying
breath.]

17 And I, Lehi, according to the things which I have read, [in the brass plates] must
needs suppose that an -angel of God [fourth estate], according to that which is
written, had *fallen from heaven [descended into Outer Darkness to make oaths
with Lucifer]; wherefore, he became [was changed] a -devil, having sought that
which was evil before God. [Evil is worse than wickedness, for it endeavors to
usurp power in the name of Satan.]

18 And because he had fallen from heaven, and had become miserable [unquenchable
lust]forever, he sought also the misery of all mankind. [to bind them to himself]
Wherefore, he said unto Eve, yea, even that old serpent, who is the devil, who is the
father of all lies, wherefore he said: Partake of the forbidden fruit, and ye shall not

die [be cut off from God’s presence], but ye shall be as God, [Father and
Mother] knowing good and evil. [the fruit is knowledge of their former glories.
In this is a mystery.]

19 And after Adam and Eve had -partaken of the forbidden fruit they were driven out of
the garden of Eden, to till the earth. [condescended to a telestial earth.]

20 And they have brought forth children; yea, even the family of all the earth. [The
purpose to do this was to provide physical bodies for the first estate.]

21 And the days of the children of men were prolonged [longevity of life], according
to the will of God, that they might repent [turn their hearts to God] while in the
flesh; wherefore, their state became a state of probation, [to see what we will do] and
their time was lengthened, according to the commandments which the Lord God gave
unto the children of men. For he gave commandment that all men must repent; for he
showed unto all men that they were lost, because of the transgression of their

parents. [All mankind was on the same footing in that they came into this
world separated from God. If they repent and come unto Him we will raise
them up through the power of the Only Begotten. The transgression of their
parents has vast implications.]

22 And now, behold, if Adam had not transgressed [changed course from God’s
commandment] he would not have fallen [condescended to a lower sphere], but
he would have remained in the garden of Eden. And all things which were created must
have remained in the same state in which they were after they were created; and they
must have remained forever, and had no end. [without progression in the estates]
23 And they would have had no children; wherefore they would have remained in a
state of innocence, [without knowledge] having no joy, for they knew no misery;
doing no good, for they knew no sin. [Knowledge can only be fully understood
through the afflictions of the temporal world.]

24 But behold, all things have been done in the wisdom [foresight] of him

who knoweth all things. [the beginning from the end]

25 -Adam fell that men might be; and men are, that they might have joy. [Adam and
Eve condescended to this earth to open the door for our journey to become
like God. The purpose of our creation is to become like our Heavenly
Parents.]

26 And the Messiah [Our Anointed Redeemer] cometh in the fulness of time, that
he may redeem the children of men from the fall. [create the path for us to return
to the Garden of Eden] And because that they are redeemed from the fall they have

89



become free forever [without constraint], knowing good from evil; to act for
themselves and not to be acted upon, save it be by the punishment of

the law [according to the glory for which they are resurrected] at the great and
last day [at the end of this worlds terrestrial existence, at the end of the
Millennium], according to the commandments which God hath given.

27 Wherefore, men are free according to the flesh [in this mortal sphere];

and all things are given them which are expedient unto man. [Just enough is given
to us to find our way in this lone and dreary world.] And they are free

to choose liberty and eternal life, through the great Mediator of all men, or to choose
captivity and death, according to the captivity and power of the devil; for he seeketh that
all men might be miserable like unto himself. [Satan’s view of misery is different
from our own. His motivation is self gratification and dominion over others
and promises such things to those who serve him, but it is a worm that can
never be quenched. Therefore, the term “miserable” is very appropriate.]
28 And now, my sons, I would that ye should look to the great Mediator, and hearken
unto his great commandments; and be faithful unto his words, and choose eternal life,
according to the will of his Holy Spirit; [our holy Parents]

29 And not choose eternal death, according to the will of the flesh [the carnal

man] and the evil which is therein, which giveth the spirit of the devil power

to captivate, [to take possession of our souls] to bring you down to hell, that he
may reign over you in his own kingdom. [Satan’s full purpose.]

30 I have spoken these few words unto you all, my sons, in the last days of my
probation; [time of testing] and I have chosen the good part, according to the words
of the prophet. And I have none other object save it be the everlasting welfare of your
souls. Amen.

Questions and Comments:

About verse 11, you wrote:

"Wherefore, all things must needs be a compound in one [no balance and purpose]”
Could you expound on that more? To me, the “wherefore” ties the “compound in one”
back to the eternal truth... I have read this verse dozens and dozens of time and never
understood why all things must needs be a compound in one... or what that even means.
I agree that this verse is heavy... and deep and I have always puzzled over the “must
needs be a compound in one” part of this verse. Are you simply saying that verse 11
could be just as well written as “wherefore, all things must needs have no balance and
purpose”? I justlooked up a definition of “compound” and in chemistry a compound is
a group of molecules that cannot be separated by physical means. I am glad I did this...
that makes much sense “A substance consisting of atoms or ions of two or more
different elements in definite proportions joined by chemical bonds into a molecule. The
elements cannot be separated by physical means. Water, for example, is a compound
having two hydrogen atoms and one oxygen atom per molecule.” So, it is safe to say if
there was not a divinely appointed opposition in all things... and I dare say that if evil
did not exist... we could not be “good” and neither could be be sanctified to any holy
state. We need evil to exist in order for us to choose the path leading away from it? [I
read this as: if there were not opposition in all things, even on a molecular
level, it would be a singularity with no balance or purpose. There are
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positive and negative forces always at odds with each other with one
dominating the other. PR]

Your comment, “descended into Outer Darkness to make oaths with Lucifer” leads us to
believe that Satan and Lucifer are two separate individuals. Is this your understanding?
Also, is the creation story of Adam and Eve in the Garden to be taken literal or is it more
symbolic? For example, was Adam “fashioned” from literal dirt AND was a rib incised
from Adam and a body “fashioned” to create Eve? Or were Adam and Eve created from
divine parents in the same way all humans are? Lastly, if they were born like every other
human were Adam and Eve physical offspring of Heavenly Father and Heavenly Mother
thereby making them both physical and spirit brother & sister? [You saw that well.
Yes, Satan and Lucifer are separate and at some point, Satan will assume
that role. These are titles. Much of the Adam story is symbolic, yet there is a
literal component as well. Adam and Eve were born to Heavenly Parents in
the Garden. The rib is symbolic, the dirt or dust is also symbolic. The story
is completely accurate, yet words are used that require revelation to
unravel. In my translation of the Book of Moses you can learn more. PR]

Can you help me understand this principle- there is an opposition in all things.
[Everything has its mirror image in the universe.] Is it accurate to say it is ‘equal’ in its
opposition? Such as the Yin and Yang? God of light and God of darkness, son of light
and son of darkness? Elohim/ Jehovah, Lucifer/ Satan.

We are brought up thinking God is so much more powerful than Lucifer and this whole
war in heaven is a sure thing, but I've always wondered if we are only hearing one side of
the story. If there is true opposition in all things the “other side” would be just as
powerful as God’s? Is this accurate?

And if so, will it always be an equal opposition, or is one side trying to overcome the
other. In this war, will one side ever completely be victorious, or is that the plan?
Growth only comes through opposition, therefor the ‘war’ will continue indefinitely.
Thank you for doing these- [It is equally opposite in the Universe, but both
sides are completely separated except in the Telestial realm. Think of Outer
Darkness as a mirror universe stacked beneath the Universe of light we
observe, like a pancake dimension beneath us. In our world, depending
upon the planet and the covenants made therein, good or evil presides. All
covenant worlds, where Adam and Eve and their posterity are placed, are
governed by Jehovah. Satan is given a sphere of influence and bounds he
cannot cross. But there is a type of balance that is maintained between good
and evil. Even amongst the planets, as with people, there are those that are
claimed by Satan, those of God, and those that remain telestial

forever. PR]

Thank you. That makes sense. Do both sides then share telestial worlds, that the Elohim

create or does the dark side have power to create worlds as well and start civilizations
with Adams and Eves of their own? [The pattern of salvation for the worlds is
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very similar to the souls of men. Some become perdition and some are
exalted, but most remain telestial. In the realm of outer darkness Satan can
create, but it is not a realm of glory. He can populate his worlds, but they
are not holy and I wouldn’t refer to them as an Adam and Eve. All creation
in the Telestial realm is the creation of God (Elohim). PR]

Why does God call Satan ‘Lucifer’ in the temple? Is he already called both? I understand
there is a hierarchy. Is it like Christ bring called both the Father and the Son? [It was
Lucifer’s plan given to the one that would be Satan. PR]

Verse 20 tells us that Adam and Eve brought forth all of the children of the earth. This
topic has always been confusing to me. Can you shed light on how this verse is true
considering other people like giants, men of old and renown, or children of men? Thank
you. [I would refer you to the book A Witness of the Temporal
Dispensations, which details what this means. PR]

Future Lamanite Prophet — 2 Nephi 3:1-25

1 And now I speak unto you, Joseph, my last-born. Thou wast born in the wilderness of
mine afflictions; yea, in the days of my greatest sorrow did thy mother bear

thee. [Interesting that he named his two sons born to him in the wilderness
Jacob and Joseph. Both are important key people in the House of Israel.
Both carried the priesthood birthright and both were key servants to
blessing all of God’s servants. Lehi must have been heavily impressed with
these two men as he studied the brass plates.]

2 And may the Lord consecrate also unto thee this land, which is a most precious land,
for thine inheritance and the inheritance of thy seed with thy brethren, for thy security
forever, if it so be that ye shall keep the commandments of the Holy One of

Israel. [Lehi’s son, Joseph, was not tormented by his brothers as his older
brother Jacob was.]

3 And now, Joseph, my last-born, whom I have brought out of the wilderness of mine
afflictions, may the Lord bless thee forever, for thy seed shall not utterly be

destroyed. [Lehi knew that many of the Nephites, the seed of Nephi, would
eventually be destroyed.]

4 For behold, thou art the fruit of my loins; and I am a descendant of Joseph who was
carried captive into Egypt. And great were the covenants of the Lord which he made
unto Joseph. [A fruitful bough, Genesis 49:22)]

5 Wherefore, Joseph truly saw our day. And he obtained a promise of the Lord, that out
of the fruit of his loins the Lord God would raise up a righteous branch unto the house of
Israel; not the Messiah, [The lineage of the Messiah would be through

Judah.] but a branch which was to be broken off, [separated from the

rest] nevertheless, to be remembered in the covenants of the Lord that the Messiah
should be made manifest unto them in the latter days [our day], in the spirit of
power [in glory], unto the bringing of them out of darkness unto light—yea, out of
hidden darkness and out of captivity unto freedom. [fullness of His Gospel]
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6 For Joseph truly testified, saying: A seer shall the Lord my God raise up, who shall be
a choice [special and unique calling] seer unto the fruit of my loins. [direct
descendant of Joseph of Egypt]

7 Yea, Joseph truly said: Thus saith the Lord unto me: A choice seer will I raise up out of
the fruit of thy loins; and he shall be esteemed highly [He will be considered great
among his associates even before he manifests himself as a servant of God.]
among the fruit of thy loins. And unto him will I give commandment that he shall do a
work for the fruit of thy loins, his brethren [Native Americans], which shall be of
great worth unto them, even to the bringing of them to the knowledge of the covenants
which I have made with thy fathers. [A true understanding of their history and
birthright.]

8 And I will give unto him [this special servant] a commandment that he shall do
none other work, save the work which I shall command him [He will have the
sealing power. See Helaman 10:5-7]. And I will make him great in mine eyes; for
he shall do my work.

9 And he shall be great like unto Moses, whom I have said I would raise up unto you, to
deliver my people, O house of Israel.

10 And Moses will I raise up, to deliver thy people out of the land of Egypt.

11 But a seer will I raise up out of the fruit of thy loins [Moses was God’s prophet,
this man shall be also a seer, for he shall see the past, present and the
future.] ; and unto him will I give power to bring forth my word unto the seed of thy
loins— [He will be the one to bring the fullness of the BofM to the Native
Americans.] and not to the bringing forth my word only, saith the Lord, but to the
convincing them of my word, which shall have already gone forth among them. [The
BofM won’t be new, but the convincing of the fullness of the record (with
the additional portions) will be new to them.]

12 Wherefore, the fruit of thy loins shall write; and the fruit of the loins of

Judah [descendants of the Jews] shall write; and that which shall be written by the
fruit of thy loins [decendants of Joseph of Lehi], and also that which shall be
written by the fruit of the loins of Judah, shall grow together, unto the confounding of
false doctrines and laying down of contentions, and establishing peace among the fruit
of thy loins, and bringing them to the knowledge of their fathers in the latter days, and
also to the knowledge of my covenants, saith the Lord. [Yet to come.]

13 And out of weakness [obscurity] he shall be made strong, in that day when my work
shall commence among all my people, unto the restoring [gathering] thee, O house of
Israel, saith the Lord.

14 And thus prophesied Joseph [of Egypt], saying: Behold, that seer will the Lord
bless; and they that seek to destroy him shall be confounded [have no power]; for this
promise, which I have obtained of the Lord, of the fruit of my loins, shall be fulfilled.
Behold, I am sure of the fulfilling of this promise;

15 And his name shall be called after me; and it shall be after the name of his

father. [This Lamanite prophet shall be called Joseph, after his own father.
These men are alive today upon the earth. I have seen them.] And he shall be
like unto me; for the thing, which the Lord shall bring forth by his hand, by the power of
the Lord shall bring my people unto salvation. [This single verse contains a
mystery which will some day be revealed. The Lord’s attention to detail is
unfathomable.]
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16 Yea, thus prophesied Joseph: I am sure of this thing, even as I am sure of the promise
of Moses [that the Israelites would inherit the promised land of Israel]; for
the Lord hath said unto me, I will preserve thy seed forever. [It must have been an
incredible blessing for Lehi to know that part of Joseph’s blessing from
Abraham was a fulfillment of Lehi’s role in bringing his posterity to the
covenant land of America.]

17 And the Lord hath said: I will raise up a Moses; and I will give power unto him in a
rod [priesthood]; and I will give judgment unto him in writing [sealed up]. Yet I will
not loose his tongue, that he shall speak much, for I will not make him mighty in
speaking. But I will write unto him my law, by the finger of mine own hand; and I will
make a spokesman for him. [This Joseph will be like unto Moses with a
spokesman. He will shun the limelight. He will seem quite mysterious to
those who hear of him.]

18 And the Lord said unto me also: [Mormon] I will raise up unto the fruit of thy loins;
and I will make for him a spokesman. [Moroni] And I, behold, I will give unto him that
he shall write the writing of the fruit of thy loins, unto the fruit of thy loins; and the
spokesman of thy loins shall declare it. [Coming forth of the Book of Mormon.]

19 And the words which he shall write shall be the words which are expedient in my
wisdom [foresight] should go forth unto the fruit of thy loins. [Native Americans]
And it shall be as if the fruit of thy loins had cried unto them from the dust; for I know
their faith. [They will be moved by what they learn.]

20 And they shall cry from the dust; yea, even repentance unto their brethren, even after
many generations have gone by them. And it shall come to pass that their cry shall go,
even according to the simpleness of their words.

21 Because of their faith their words shall proceed forth out of my mouth unto their
brethren who are the fruit of thy loins; and the weakness of their words will I make
strong in their faith, unto the remembering of my covenant which I made unto thy
fathers.

22 And now, behold, my son Joseph, after this manner did my father of old

prophesy. [Joseph of Egypt saw much concerning the posterity of Lehi. This
record was with the original brass plates, but was not included in the Bible.]
23 Wherefore, because of this covenant thou art blessed; for thy seed shall not be
destroyed, for they shall hearken unto the words of the book.

24 And there shall rise up one mighty among them [Indian Prophet named
Joseph], who shall do much good, both in word and in deed, being an instrument in
the hands of God, with exceeding faith, to work mighty wonders [sealing power], and
do that thing which is great in the sight of God [act according to every word given
of the Spirit], unto the bringing to pass much restoration unto the house of Israel, and
unto the seed of thy brethren. [One of the main gatherers of Israel in the last
days.]

25 And now, blessed art thou, Joseph. Behold, thou art little; wherefore hearken unto
the words of thy brother, Nephi, and it shall be done unto thee even according to the
words which I have spoken. Remember the words of thy dying father. Amen.

Questions and Comments:

The chapter heading for 2 Nephi 3 lists the latter day seer as Joseph Smith. if what you
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are saying is correct (that it is actually a yet-to-be-revealed Lamanite prophet) how has
that misinformation been permitted to remain in the Book of Mormon, and how did it
get approved in the 1st place? Thanks! [I can’t answer who approved and how. It
of course was not in the original manuscript or written by Joseph Smith.
PR]

Is the future Lamanite prophet a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints? If not, will he eventually be? Thanks! (And thanks for the beautiful truths on
your website.) [He is not LDS and will only be a member of the Church of the
Firstborn, although it will not be a formally organized church as we know it.
PR]

Do you know what Native American tribe this Joseph is from? How can we recognize
him? You called him them, are they a quorum? [I am not permitted to say, but the
tribe is not one that most would be familiar. He will be recognized because
when he comes he will be the most revered of all modern Native American.
PR]

One would have to be forgiven for jumping to the conclusion that the Joseph referenced
in 2 Ne, 3 was indeed Joseph Smith: “A seer shall the Lord my God raise up, who shall
be a choice seer / him will I give power to bring forth my word unto the seed of thy loins
/ his name shall be called after me; and it shall be after the name of his father... /...and I
will make for him a spokesman (D&C 100:9 said that Sidney Rigdon would be a
spokesman for Joseph). But I could never figure out how this fit Joseph Smith: “Yet I
will not loose his tongue, that he shall speak much, for I will not make him mighty in
speaking...” Joseph Smith was known to be a great orator. Is there a reason that this
description so closely resembles Joseph Smith, yet is referencing another great prophet
to come? Is there some duality in the reference? [The verses are very clear that
this Joseph would be a descendant of Lehi. I think it is common for people
to try and fit their own narratives into a box. PR]

And he shall be like unto me; for the thing, which the Lord shall bring forth by his hand,
by the power of the Lord shall bring my people unto salvation. [This single verse
contains a mystery which will some day be revealed. The Lord’s attention to detail is
unfathomable.] What a tease! Looking forward to learning what it means.

Thank you for all the time you take typing this and adding your comments in bold so
that we may all learn so quickly! This has been an incredible help for me and I'm sure
every other who has been mercifully led here to learn. Approximately how old was little
Joseph, the son of Lehi, when Lehi gave him this blessing of knowledge? Verse 25 says
he was little, I was wondering what age they considered “little” in that time? [I believe
he was under the age of ten. I don’t know for sure. PR]

Joseph the Lamanite Seer in our day, will he translate any of the plates himself? Or will
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others do this work? [Others will do that work. PR]

Are you allowed to tell us if Joseph the Lamanite seer is currently a newborn, toddler,
teen, young adult or adult currently? Does he yet know who he is? [He is an adult. I
am not sure if he knows his full mission yet. PR]

“I will raise up unto the fruit of thy loins;”

The fruits of the loins of Joseph of Egypt has often been considered those belonging to
the tribes of Manasseh and Ephraim, if that distinction is an accurate one. The Lamanite
prophet’s principal role will be among the Native Americans, traditionally viewed as the
Tribe of Manasseh. Are these heritages correct? What of the Tribe of Ephraim? [The
tribe of Ephraim in America came through Ishmael’s family. A mixed blood
line comes through the Northern European lines. PR]

Can you go into more detail about v. 18? The narrative flow is that Joseph of Egypt is
referenced (v.16), then the Lord is quoted (v. 17) and then it appears that Lehi is
speaking again to his son (see v. 22), but from your commentary it seems like its a
reference to Mormon speaking? Am I understanding that correctly? [Not that
Mormon is speaking, but that he is referencing Mormon and Moroni, which
are fruit of the loins of Joseph. PR]

Is he part of the “hidden” people you have previously mentioned? The ones who asked to
be kept that way from the world. [I’m not certain who you are referring
to. PR]

I am sorry — I'm trying to remember where you had mentioned about these people so I
could reference it for you. But I remember reading that they use rocks to help keep their
fires hidden. Seemed to me like they were a hidden remnant living in Central America
that will reveal themselves when it’s time. [You are referring to the City of the
Heavenly God. Yes, its location is unknown to the world. PR]

Those who are called to be gatherers, what will they be doing? What does it mean to be a
gatherer? [I wrote much about that in the book A Witness of the End of

Times in the chapter The Servants. They will be gathering the House of
Israel. PR]

Why is this prophecy so specific and descriptive of this particular servant of the last
days while the prophecies of the Davidic Servant are comparatively so cryptic? [Daniel
and John spoke directly regarding the Davidic Servant. The BofM addresses
the Joseph Servant because of his direct connection to their people. PR]

Will you be doing a translation of the Book of Daniel? [I have done some, but have
not released it. PR]
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Joseph is a TITLE, correct? [I’m not aware of it being a title. It has a Hebrew
meaning and has been passed down in honor of him, but I haven’t inquired
about it. PR]

I hope it’s not too personal to ask, but have you ever inquired of Joseph Smith in your
meetings with him what he thinks of the conception in the Church that it is he who is
referenced in this chapter? [Yes, I have, and the narrative or history is greatly
flawed. I have only shared a small portion of these conversations, but some
of it is included in the book A Witness of the Temporal Dispensation in the
chapter on Joseph Smith. (PR)]

Are you familiar with the Mentinah Archives and its similar prophecies about key
spiritual leadership roles that Native Americans will fulfill? [I am familiar but do
not study those writings. I tend to not study anything at this point unless I
am directed to do it. PR]

Is this Lamanite prophet the head of the 7th dispensation?
Is he the mighty one spoken of in D&C 85:7? [He is not. PR]

In verse 15 it says “...And he shall be like unto me; for the thing, which the Lord shall
bring forth by his hand, by the power of the Lord shall bring my people unto salvation.”
Can you comment on what “the thing” refers to exactly? BoM writings? Other writings?
Something else? [It is a conglomeration of events that lead to the conversion
of his people. PR]

The Psalm of Nephi — 2 Nephi 4:1-35

1 And now, I, Nephi, speak concerning the prophecies of which my father hath spoken,
concerning Joseph, who was carried into Egypt. [These are not included in our
current Bible.]

2 For behold, he truly prophesied concerning all his seed. And the prophecies which he
wrote, there are not many greater. [Perhaps only Adam, and the words of the
Brother of Jared.] And he prophesied concerning us, and our future generations; and
they are written upon the plates of brass. [The previous chapter, Lehi’s references
to Joseph, was regarding their posterity.]

3 Wherefore, after my father had made an end of speaking concerning the prophecies of
Joseph, he called the children of Laman, his sons, and his daughters, and said unto
them: Behold, my sons, and my daughters, who are the sons and the daughters of my
firstborn, I would that ye should give ear unto my words. [Only his grandchildren of
Laman.]

4 For the Lord God hath said that: Inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments ye
shall prosper in the land; and inasmuch as ye will not keep my commandments ye shall
be cut off from my presence.
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5 But behold, my sons and my daughters, I cannot go down to my grave save I should
leave a blessing upon you; for behold, I know that if ye are brought up in the way ye
should go ye will not depart from it.

6 Wherefore, if ye are cursed, behold, I leave my blessing upon you, that the cursing may
be taken from you and be answered upon the heads of your parents. [a beautiful
merciful act of the Lord]

7 Wherefore, because of my blessing the Lord God will not suffer that ye shall perish;
wherefore, he will be merciful unto you and unto your seed forever. [This was an act
of faith on Lehi’s part, he received revelation to this and acted upon it.]

8 And it came to pass that after my father had made an end of speaking to the sons and
daughters of Laman, he caused the sons and daughters of Lemuel to be brought before
him.

9 And he spake unto them, saying: Behold, my sons and my daughters, who are the sons
and the daughters of my second son; behold I leave unto you the same blessing which I
left unto the sons and daughters of Laman; wherefore, thou shalt not utterly be
destroyed; but in the end thy seed shall be blessed. [Lehi truly loved his children
and grandchildren.]

10 And it came to pass that when my father had made an end of speaking unto them,
behold, he spake unto the sons of Ishmael, yea, and even all his household.

11 And after he had made an end of speaking unto them, he spake unto Sam, saying:
Blessed art thou, and thy seed; for thou shalt inherit the land like unto thy brother
Nephi. And thy seed shall be numbered with his seed; and thou shalt be even like unto
thy brother, and thy seed like unto his seed; and thou shalt be blessed in all thy days. [A
testament to the loyalty of Sam. Not much is spoken about Sam in the
record, but he trusted in his brother Nephi and lived righteously.]

12 And it came to pass after my father, Lehi, had spoken unto all his household,
according to the feelings of his heart and the Spirit of the Lord which was in him, he
waxed old. And it came to pass that he died, and was buried. [He grew older and had
he not given the blessings when he did, it would have been difficult to do it.]
13 And it came to pass that not many days after his death, Laman and Lemuel and the
sons of Ishmael were angry with me because of the admonitions of the Lord. [Nephi
had confronted them regarding their actions, which were sinful in the sight
of God.]

14 For I, Nephi, was constrained to speak unto them, according to his word; for I had
spoken many things unto them, and also my father, before his death; many of which
sayings are written upon mine other plates; for a more history part are written upon
mine other plates.

15 And upon these I write the things of my soul, and many of the scriptures which are
engraven upon the plates of brass. For my soul delighteth in the scriptures, and my
heart pondereth them [Nephi continually thinks upon the words written by the
prophets and the revelations.], and writeth them for the learning and the profit of
my children. [Nephi does much writing after reaching the promised land.]

16 Behold, my soul delighteth in the things of the Lord; and my heart pondereth
continually upon the things which I have seen and heard. [After someone has
conversed with angels and the Lord, it is difficult to have a single day go by
where you do not ponder upon what you have seen and heard. It never
leaves you.]
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17 Nevertheless, notwithstanding the great goodness of the Lord, in showing me his
great and marvelous works, my heart exclaimeth: O wretched man that I am! Yea, my
heart sorroweth because of my flesh; my soul grieveth because of mine iniquities. [This
is such an honest reflection of Nephi’s heart. Our bodies are weak and it is a
frustration that we cannot always be perfect in every thought and desire. If
anyone thinks that a prophet is perfect in every moment they do not
understand. The Lord knows this too. I have often expressed my frustration
to the Lord for my weakness and he he simply smiles and assures me that
he understands. It is only through Him that we can be made clean. He
chooses us to do His work according to our faith, which is the desire we
have to seek His revelations and to act upon them.]

18 I am encompassed about, because of the temptations and the sins which do so easily
beset me. [Every righteous servant is accompanied by familiar spirits of the
Adversary which tempt us according to our weakness.]

19 And when I desire to rejoice, my heart groaneth because of my sins; nevertheless, I
know in whom I have trusted. [These spirits will remind us that we are weak
and unworthy, yet we must trust in the Lord.]

20 My God hath been my support; he hath led me through mine afflictions in the
wilderness; and he hath preserved me upon the waters of the great deep. [Remember
what the Lord has done for you and why you are of great worth.]

21 He hath filled me with his love, even unto the consuming of my flesh. [The baptism
of fire you received.]

22 He hath confounded mine enemies, unto the causing of them to quake before

me. [The protection from both physical and spiritual enemies.]

23 Behold, he hath heard my cry by day, and he hath given me knowledge by visions in
the night-time. [Answers to prayers via revelation, visions, and dreams.]

24 And by day have I waxed bold in mighty prayer before him; yea, my voice have I sent
up on high; and angels came down and ministered unto me. [The gifts of the Spirit,
including the ministering of angels.]

25 And upon the wings of his Spirit hath my body been carried away upon exceedingly
high mountains. And mine eyes have beheld great things, yea, even too great for man;
therefore I was bidden that I should not write them. [Nephi ascended to the Throne
for his full Second Comforter, Calling and Election Made Sure.]

26 O then, if I have seen so great things, if the Lord in his condescension unto the
children of men hath visited men in so much mercy, why should my heart weep and my
soul linger in the valley of sorrow, and my flesh waste away, and my strength slacken,
because of mine afflictions? [If the battle is won by Him and for me, why should
I sorrow?]

27 And why should I yield to sin, because of my flesh? Yea, why should I give way to
temptations, that the evil one have place in my heart to destroy my peace and afflict my
soul? Why am I angry because of mine enemy? [Nephi does a serious self
reflection of his own weaknesses of the flesh. All men and women have
weakness because of the flesh. This can include food, sleep, laziness, anger,
jealousy, sexual appetites, bitterness, false judgment, impatience, and an
endless host of appetites. However, the Lord knows our weakness and looks
upon the heart as the seat of our desires. As we work toward harnessing
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these desires and temper of our flesh, we allow the Spirit to work upon us
and we find peace to our souls.]

28 Awake, my soul! No longer droop in sin. Rejoice, O my heart, and give place no more
for the enemy of my soul. [Overcoming sin is like awakening from a slumber.
We rise up, leaving behind the sin and get to work. It is comfortable to stay
where we are, but the Lord is calling YOU to awaken.]

29 Do not anger again because of mine enemies. [Don’t allow others to determine
your peace.] Do not slacken my strength because of mine afflictions. [Do not lose
faith.]

30 Rejoice, O my heart, and cry unto the Lord, and say: O Lord, I will praise thee
forever; yea, my soul will rejoice in thee, my God, and the rock of my salvation. [Praise
God during your afflictions, remember His promises to you.]

31 O Lord, wilt thou redeem my soul? Wilt thou deliver me out of the hands of mine
enemies? Wilt thou make me that I may shake at the appearance of sin? [Ask the Lord
for that which you desire.]

32 May the gates of hell be shut continually before me, because that my heart is broken
and my spirit is contrite! [When we fully submit to the Lord’s will for us Satan
has no more power over us.] O Lord, wilt thou not shut the gates of thy
righteousness before me, [open the gate of revelation] that I may walkin the path of
the low valley, that I may be strict in the plain road!

33 O Lord, wilt thou encircle me around in the robe of thy righteousness! [fill me with
the Holy Ghost] O Lord, wilt thou make a way for mine escape before mine enemies!
Wilt thou make my path straight before me! Wilt thou not place a stumbling block in my
way—but that thou wouldst clear my way before me, and hedge not up my way, but the
ways of mine enemy. [Stumbling blocks are often there to teach us or because
we did not hearken to the Spirit. This may be part of the process the Lord
gives us to learn faith. It doesn’t necessarily mean we have sinned, yet it is
appropriate to ask the Lord to remove them as we do His work.]

34 O Lord, I have trusted in thee, and I will trust in thee forever. I will not put my trust
in the arm of flesh; for I know that cursed is he that putteth his trust in the arm of flesh.
Yea, cursed is he that putteth his trust in man or maketh flesh his arm. [This is the
single most important advice that a prophet of God will give you from any of
the previous six dispensations — Trust in the Lord.]

35 Yea, I know that God will give liberally [without restraint] to him that asketh. Yea,
my God will give me, if I ask not amiss [true intentions]; therefore I will lift up my
voice unto thee; yea, I will cry unto thee, my God, the rock of my righteousness. Behold,
my voice shall forever ascend up unto thee, my rock and mine everlasting God. Amen.
This chapter is a good synopsis of how Nephi feels about himself and the
process of coming to know the Lord. If we can honestly assess ourselves as
Nephi, we will have a very realistic view of what it takes to have a prophetic
relationship with the Lord as he did.

The entire Book of Mormon is a series of witnesses of different prophets
sharing their experiences for how they came to know the Lord. The words
of Nephi by themselves carry a complete blueprint for how to come unto
Christ. The forthcoming witnesses simply add upon it.

Questions and Comments:
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So beautiful and so relate-able, you can’t help but love this man, what an example! I
wonder how old was Nephi as he wrote this? I also wonder what he was like as a father
and husband, I imagine him being very open with his family as he sought to encourage
them as they followed their own similar paths of growth and awakening?

My wife and I viewed the new release of the Book of Mormon last night and it reminded
me all this chapter in 2 Nephi.

18 I am encompassed about, because of the temptations and the sins which do so easily
beset me. [Every righteous servant is accompanied by familiar spirits of the
Adversary which tempt us according to our weakness. PR]

Question: What exactly is a familiar spirit? I thought I knew; but can a familiar spirit be
related to you (as in a past ancestor,) and be adversarial? [A familiar spirit is one
assigned by the adversary to take you down a path that will lead you away
from the Lord. They are familiar because the temptations and thoughts
used against you have a familiarity to them. They seem righteous, yet are
not. These spirits appeal to one’s pride, comfort, and false traditions. They
are the most dangerous and are the most common amongst the servants of
the Lord. The Lord will allow them to continue to temp you until the day
you die. However, in the process you come to know the Lord’s true voice if
you lean on Him on not another. PR]

People of Nephi — 2 Nephi 5:1-34

1 Behold, it came to pass that I, Nephi, did cry much unto the Lord my God, because of
the anger of my brethren.

2 But behold, their anger did increase against me, insomuch that they did seek to take
away my life.

3 Yea, they did murmur against me, saying: Our younger brother thinks to rule over us;
and we have had much trial because of him; wherefore, now let us slay him, that we may
not be afflicted more because of his words. For behold, we will not have him to be our
ruler; for it belongs unto us, who are the elder brethren, to rule over this people. [For
many years this was the constant bitterness that festered in their hearts,
given to them by the Adversary.]

4 Now I do not write upon these plates all the words which they murmured against me.
But it sufficeth me to say, that they did seek to take away my life.

5 And it came to pass that the Lord did warn me [by revelation], that I, Nephi, should
depart from them and flee into the wilderness, and all those who would go with me.

6 Wherefore, it came to pass that I, Nephi, did take my family, and also Zoram and his
family, and Sam, mine elder brother and his family, and Jacob and Joseph, my younger
brethren, and also my sisters, and all those who would go with me. And all those who
would go with me were those who believed in the warnings and the revelations of God;
wherefore, they did hearken unto my words. [There were fewer that went with
Nephi than remained with Laman and Lemuel.]
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7 And we did take our tents and whatsoever things were possible for us, and did journey
in the wilderness for the space of many days. And after we had journeyed for the space
of many days we did pitch our tents.

8 And my people would that we should call the name of the place Nephi; wherefore, we
did call it Nephi.

9 And all those who were with me did take upon them to call themselves the people of
Nephi.

10 And we did observe to keep the judgments, and the statutes, and the commandments
of the Lord in all things, according to the law of Moses.

11 And the Lord was with us; and we did prosper exceedingly; for we did sow seed, and
we did reap again in abundance. And we began to raise flocks, and herds, and animals of
every kind.

12 And I, Nephi, had also brought the records which were engraven upon the plates of
brass; and also the ball, or compass, which was prepared for my father by the hand of
the Lord, according to that which is written. [Laman accused Nephi of stealing
what he considered to be his and taught this to his posterity.]

13 And it came to pass that we began to prosper exceedingly, and to multiply in the land.
14 And I, Nephi, did take the sword of Laban, and after the manner of it did make many
swords, lest by any means the people who were now called Lamanites should come upon
us and destroy us; for I knew their hatred towards me and my children and those who
were called my people.

15 And I did teach my people to build buildings, and to work in all manner of wood, and
of iron, and of copper, and of brass, and of steel, and of gold, and of silver, and of
precious ores, which were in great abundance.

16 And I, Nephi, did build a temple; and I did construct it after the manner of the temple
of Solomon save it were not built of so many precious things; for they were not to be
found upon the land, wherefore, it could not be built like unto Solomon’s temple. But
the manner of the construction was like unto the temple of Solomon; and the
workmanship thereof was exceedingly fine.

17 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did cause my people to be industrious, and to labor
with their hands. [The land of Nephi is in the area of the state of Tennessee.]
18 And it came to pass that they would that I should be their king. But I, Nephi, was
desirous that they should have no king; nevertheless, I did for them according to that
which was in my power.

19 And behold, the words of the Lord had been fulfilled unto my brethren, which he
spake concerning them, that I should be their ruler and their teacher. Wherefore, I had
been their ruler and their teacher, according to the commandments of the Lord, until
the time they [the Lamanites] sought to take away my life.

20 Wherefore, the word of the Lord was fulfilled which he spake unto me, saying that:
Inasmuch as they will not hearken unto thy words they shall be cut off from the
presence of the Lord. And behold, they were cut off from his presence.

21 And he had caused the cursing to come upon them, yea, even a sore cursing, because
of their iniquity. For behold, they had hardened their hearts against him, that they had
become like unto a flint [cannot change their mind]; wherefore, as they were white,
and exceedingly fair and delightsome, that they might not be enticing unto my people
the Lord God did cause a skin of blackness to come upon them. [This is both physical
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and spiritual in its meaning. How this physically occurred, I do not know. I
will need to ask the Lord.]

22 And thus saith the Lord God: I will cause that they shall be loathsome unto thy
people, save they shall repent of their iniquities.

23 And cursed shall be the seed of him that mixeth with their seed; for they shall be
cursed even with the same cursing. And the Lord spake it, and it was done. [It
occurred not gradually.]

24 And because of their cursing which was upon them they did become an idle people,
full of mischief and subtlety [cheating and stealing], and did seek in the wilderness
for beasts of prey. [did not plant crops]

25 And the Lord God said unto me: They shall be a scourge unto thy seed, to stir them
up in remembrance of me; and inasmuch as they will not remember me, and hearken
unto my words, they shall scourge them even unto destruction.

26 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did consecrate [set apart and bless] Jacob and
Joseph, that they should be priests [in the temple] and teachers over the land of my
people.

27 And it came to pass that we lived after the manner of happiness. [Industrious,
keeping the commandments of God, and no poor among them.]

28 And thirty years had passed away from the time we left Jerusalem. [Nephi has
been in the promised land just over 20 years. Almost fifty years of age.]

29 And I, Nephi, had kept the records upon my plates, which I had made, of my people
thus far.

30 And it came to pass that the Lord God said unto me: Make other plates; and thou
shalt engraven many things upon them which are good in my sight, for the profit of thy
people. [These plates contain much of what was included in the Book of
Mormon.]

31 Wherefore, I, Nephi, to be obedient to the commandments of the Lord, went and
made these plates upon which I have engraven these things.

32 And I engraved that which is pleasing unto God. And if my people are pleased with
the things of God they will be pleased with mine engravings which are upon these plates.
33 And if my people desire to know the more particular part of the history of my people
they must search mine other plates.

34 And it sufficeth me to say that forty years had passed away, and we had already had
wars and contentions with our brethren.

Nephi is a unique prophet in the Lord in that he was much like Moses. His
leadership and revelations were critical to the family’s safe arrival to the
Promised Land. He wrote much of the history and the revelations which
had a profound impact upon his people. He also organized their cities,
industry, temple worship, preparations for defense, and continually
admonished his people to keep the commandments of the Lord.

What was it about Nephi that made him such a powerful instrument in the
hands of the Lord? First, he continually cried unto the Lord in behalf of his
brethren. He sought their welfare. The Lord blessed him will critical
revelation. But where Nephi excelled was he never wasted time in
implementing what the Lord instructed him to do, no matter how
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unconventional or extreme — he took action! There is much we can learn
from Nephi’s example.

Questions and Comments:

I have some questions. How did the Nephites look like? Like Caucasians? Or Red
Indians? How did the Lamanites look like? And what was the difference between the
two groups in skin colour? [The Nephites reminded me of fair skinned
Polynesians. PR]

We live in TN. A few years ago my husband was hired to build a display for TVA (TN
Valley Authority) on their history. He came across some interesting information about a
“Tennessee Temple” being buried under water, along with other Native American lands,
when TVA rerouted water when they created the Tellico dam. That’s in east TN.

There are also the Pinson Mounds in West TN and The Old Stone Fort ruins where there
was supposedly bones belonging to giant people that were found. That area is more
middle TN. Are you able to pinpoint a little more the area in TN where Nephi and his
people were? [I just know it was that area. PR]

My grandfather told me years ago that we had Native American ancestry via he Unami
tribe. There is a tribe called the Lenni Lenape which has 3 factions and they are known
as the Delaware’s that spread throughout the Great Lake areas, NY, PA, etc. I William
Penn signed a treaty with the Lenni Lenape and his description states that they were
light skin not be likened unto what he stated they appeared like him. I'm super new to
genealogy but WOWZERS, there i has been some remarkable spiritual connections.
Blows me away every time the Lord allows me to seek and receive what HE feels I need
to know. So humbling!

I meant to say William Penn stated they looked Appeared like himself meaning
Caucasian. There’s more to this but I can’t go into detail.

Any idea if the black skin was temporary? [Same transliteration as skin of
darkness, which Native Americans have today. PR]

And it sufficeth me to say that forty years had passed away, and we had already had wars
and contentions with our brethren.” With both groups initially having such small
numbers, and with Nephi clearly the most knowledgeable of swords and warfare of the
Nephites, I wonder if he faced...and had to kill Laman or Lemuel in battle. That would
be terrible to be forced to kill family members in war, but wouldn’t be the first time...
[That would be tragic, but I’'m not aware of that. PR]

Redemption of the Jews — 2 Nephi 6:1-18
1 The words of Jacob, the brother of Nephi, which he spake unto the people of Nephi:
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2 Behold, my beloved brethren, I, Jacob, having been called of God, and ordained after
the manner of his holy order, and having been consecrated by my brother Nephi, unto
whom ye look as a king or a protector, and on whom ye depend for safety, behold ye
know that I have spoken unto you exceedingly many things. [Jacob had been set
apart by Nephi, after the order of the priesthood, to be a priest unto the
people. His ordination was from before the foundation of this world, and
the Lord revealed Himself to Jacob when he was still in his youth.]

3 Nevertheless, I speak unto you again; for I am desirous for the welfare of your souls.
Yea, mine anxiety is great for you; and ye yourselves know that it ever has been. For I
have exhorted you with all diligence; and I have taught you the words of my father; and I
have spoken unto you concerning all things which are written, from the creation of the
world. [The people of Nephi showed signs early on that concerned both
Nephi and Jacob of their propensity for sin.]

4 And now, behold, I would speak unto you concerning things which are, and which are
to come; wherefore, I will read you the words of Isaiah. And they are the words which
my brother has desired that I should speak unto you. And I speak unto you for your
sakes, that ye may learn and glorify the name of your God. [A deep love for Isaiah
was fostered by Lehi amongst his sons. Both Lehi and Nephi included
commentary in their writings and so will Jacob.]

5 And now, the words which I shall read are they which Isaiah spake concerning all the
house of Israel; wherefore, they may be likened unto you, for ye are of the house of
Israel. And there are many things which have been spoken by Isaiah which may be
likened unto you, because ye are of the house of Israel.

6 And now, these are the words: Thus saith the Lord God: Behold, I will lift up mine
hand to the Gentiles [power given unto the Gentiles], and set up my standard to the
people [point of gathering]; and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and thy
daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders.

7 And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing mothers [You
will be helped by kingdoms and principalities.]; they shall bow down to thee
with their face towards the earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet [honor thee] ; and
thou shalt know that I am the Lord; for they [House of Israel] shall not be

ashamed [not disappointed] that wait for me.[Isaiah 49:22-23]

8 And now I, Jacob, would speak somewhat concerning these words. For behold, the
Lord has shown me that those who were at Jerusalem, from whence we came, have been
slain and carried away captive.

9 Nevertheless, the Lord has shown unto me that they should return again [the Jews].
And he also has shown unto me that the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, should
manifest himself unto them in the flesh; and after he should manifest himself they
should scourge him and crucify him, according to the words of the angel who spake it
unto me. [Very specific prophecy regarding the Messiah’s way of death.]

10 And after they have hardened their hearts and stiffened their necks against the Holy
One of Israel, behold, the judgments of the Holy One of Israel shall come upon them.
And the day cometh that they shall be smitten and afflicted. [Again, they shall be
dispersed from their homeland. (70 AD destruction under Titus)]

11 Wherefore, after they are driven to and fro, for thus saith the angel, many shall be
afflicted in the flesh, and shall not be suffered to perish [The Jewish Diasporal],
because of the prayers of the faithful; they shall be scattered, and smitten, and hated;
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nevertheless, the Lord will be merciful unto them, that when they shall come to the
knowledge of their Redeemer, they shall be gathered together again to the lands of their
inheritance. [This has been occurring since about 1917, over 100 years.]

12 And blessed are the Gentiles, they of whom the prophet has written; for behold, if it
so be that they shall repent and fight not against Zion, and do not unite themselves to
that great and abominable church, they shall be saved; for the Lord God will fulfil his
covenants which he has made unto his children; and for this cause the prophet has
written these things. [There are many Christians that have allied themselves
with the Jews and the commitment to their returning to Israel. This is
prophetic to our day.]

13 Wherefore, they that fight against Zion and the covenant people of the Lord shall lick
up the dust of their feet [honor thee]; and the people of the Lord shall not be
ashamed [shall not be dissapointed]. For the people of the Lord are they who wait
for him; for they still wait for the coming of the Messiah. [Jews are still waiting for
their King Messiah to save them.]

14 And behold, according to the words of the prophet [Isaiah], the Messiah will set
himself again the second time to recover them; wherefore, he will manifest himself unto
them in power and great glory, unto the destruction of their enemies, when that day
cometh when they shall believe in him; and none will he destroy that believe in

him. [This is a reference to the final battle of Armageddon when He shall
appear to them on the Mount of Olives.]

15 And they that believe not in him shall be destroyed, both by fire [from volcanic
and heavenly fire], and by tempest [storms], and by earthquakes, and by
bloodsheds [war], and by pestilence [disease], and by famine. And they shall know
that the Lord is God, the Holy One of Israel. [Some of the disasters that shall
plague the earth at His coming.]

16 For shall the prey [blessings] be taken from the mighty [faithful], or the lawful
captive delivered? [or the guilty be unjudged?]

17 But thus saith the Lord: Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, and the
prey of the terrible shall be delivered; for the Mighty God shall deliver his covenant
people. For thus saith the Lord: I will contend with them that contendeth with thee—
[the prisoners of the Adversary shall be released, and the victims of the evil
enemy shall be delivered; for I will fight for those who fight with thee, and I
will save thy children.]

18 And I will feed them that oppress thee, with their own flesh [And I will cause
those that oppress you to destroy themselves] and they shall be drunken with
their own blood as with sweet wine [fall from their own demise]; and all flesh shall
know that I the Lord am thy Savior and thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of

Jacob. [Isaiah 49:24-26]

Questions and Comments:

In v. 11, it seems to state that WHEN the Jews come to the knowledge of their
Redeemer, they will be gathered. Agreed that since the early 20th century, the gathering
to Israel has been occurring, but how would you describe the current Jewish belief in the
Redeemer? It seems through scripture that the Jews will not believe in the Redeemer
(Christ) until they physically see Him after he saves them; or does the Davidic servant
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bring them to Christ prior to the Mount of Olives meeting? [The Jews today have
more knowledge about Jesus Christ than ever before. There is a movement
among them of Messianic Christians. However, in this scripture I believe it
is referring to their knowledge regarding the “Redeemer of Zion” The Jews
look forward to a time of peace that they believe will come through this
Messiah. I don’t think to say a “knowledge of their Redeemer” is the same
as saying they will believe in Jesus Christ. There will be a moment of
conversion when He comes upon the Mount of Olives. PR]

Is this to say that they will see a mighty servant of the Lord as their Redeemer and
Deliverer, when this (Davidic) servant saves them from physical destruction (similar to
what they were expecting 2000 years ago)? Then will this same servant ultimately point
them to the Lord as the one who will save them from spiritual destruction? [He will
preserve them for a time, and then it will appear as if all hope is lost. More
importantly, he will lead them toward salvation. PR]

Isaiah 50 — Christ — 2 Nephi 7:1-11

1 Yea, for thus saith the Lord: Have I put thee away [told you to leave], or have I cast
thee off forever? For thus saith the Lord: Where is the bill of your mother’s
divorcement? [Where is the proof of your broken covenant?] To whom have I
put thee away, or to which of my creditors have I sold you? [How did I release

you?] Yea, to whom have I sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves,
and for your transgressions is your mother put away. [You broke the covenant.]

2 Wherefore, when I came, there was no man [no man worthy]; when I called, yea,
there was none to answer. O house of Israel, is my hand shortened at all that it cannot
redeem, or have I no power to deliver? Behold, at my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make
their rivers a wilderness and their fish to stink because the waters are dried up, and they
die because of thirst. [can offer victory over Satan’s kingdom, eternal
blessings]

3 I clothe the heavens with blackness, and I make sackcloth their covering. [I cover the
knowledge of Heaven from their view, and I remove their glory.]

4 The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the learned, that I should know how to
speak a word in season unto thee, O house of Israel. When ye are weary he waketh
morning by morning. [He shall be taught by the Spirit and know the Law.] He
waketh mine ear to hear as the learned.

5 The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away
back. [Will not turn away from His mission.]

6 I gave my back to the smiter, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair [of His
beard]. I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

7 For the Lord God will help me [Yeshual], therefore shall I not be confounded.
Therefore have I set my face like a flint [with resolution], and I know that I shall not
be ashamed [confounded].

8 And the Lord is near, and he justifieth me [fulfills the law]. Who will contend with
me [prevent Christ]? Let us stand together [in battle]. Who is mine adversary? Let
him come near me, and I [Christ] will smite him with the strength of my mouth.
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9 For the Lord God [The Father] will help me. And all they who shall condemn me,
behold, all they shall wax old as a garment, and the moth shall eat them up. [shall go
and be forgotten]

10 Who is among you that feareth [listens to] the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of his
servant, [or] that walketh in darkness and hath no light?

11 Behold all ye that kindle fire [seek God], that compass yourselves about with
sparks [seek spiritual awakening], walk in the light of your fire [but walk in the
spirit of your own making] and in the sparks which ye have kindled [your own
knowledge]. This shall ye [receive] have of mine hand—ye shall lie down in
sorrow. [find only sorrow]

It is interesting to me how clearly Isaiah described the scenario and optics
of how the Messiah would reveal Himself to the Jews. He would be rejected,
like the scapegoat of the temple. His hair plucked from his cheek and spat
upon and shamed. And all those who sought the light of God shall be left
with nothing. I can sense through Isaiah’s words a great sorrow and
lamentation of the Lord for how the House of Israel has rejected His
covenant to them. This is truly a sorrowful chapter of Isaiah.

Questions and Comments:

Thank you for posting your insights — they have been helpful in my study of the Book of
Mormon. In your comments above, it is clear that Isaiah was referencing the Savior in
these verses. I have read other commentaries that say they refer to the Davidic Servant.
Is it possible that there is a dual meaning to these versus or is this strictly referring to
Christ? [I know there are Isaiah scriptures that are specific to the Servant;
however, this is how I read them. PR]

Verse 11 seems to apply to our day, too. What is “the spirit of your own making”? How
do we avoid this pitfall? [I believe it means to lean on the understanding of
scholars and those who are placed upon a pedestal because of position and
authority. I would never put my trust in the arm of flesh. PR]

Isaiah 51, 52:1-2 — The Servants — 2 Nephi 8:1-25

1 Hearken unto me [listen carefully], ye that follow after righteousness. Look unto the
rock from whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit from whence ye are

digged. [from the source from where you were created]

2 Look unto Abraham, your father, and unto Sarah, she that bare you; for I called him
alone, and blessed him. [ made covenants with him]

3 For the Lord shall comfort [come to] Zion, he will comfort all her waste

places [restore all her ruined places]; and he will make her wilderness like Eden [a
place close to God], and her desert like the garden [temple] of the Lord. Joy and
gladness shall be found therein, thanksgiving and the voice of melody [song].
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4 Hearken unto me, my people; and give ear unto me [hear the spirit of my words],
O my nation; for a law shall proceed from me, and I will make my judgment to rest for a
light [standard] for the people.

5 My righteousness [perfect plan] is near; my salvation is gone forth, and mine

arm [power] shall judge the people. The isles [branches of Israel] shall wait upon
me [seek my blessing], and on mine arm shall they trust.

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath; for the heavens
shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a garment; and they that
dwell therein shall die in like manner. But my salvation shall be forever, and my
righteousness shall not be abolished. [at the Lord’s coming]

7 Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness [my ways], the people in whose heart I
have written my law, fear ye not the reproach [rude words] of men, neither be ye
afraid of their revilings [accusations].

8 For the moth shall eat them up [they shall go away] like a garment, and the worm
shall eat them like wool. But my righteousness shall be forever, and my salvation from
generation to generation.

9 Awake, awake! Put on strength, O arm of the Lord [those who bear the power of
the Lord]; awake as in the ancient days [days of Enoch]. Art thou not he that hath
cut Rahab [overcame the world], and wounded the dragon [defeated Satan]?

10 Art thou not he who hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that hath made
the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed [God’s people] to pass over?

9 Awake, awake! Put on strength, those who will bear the power of the Lord; awake as in
the days of Enoch. Are you not the one who overcame pride and the world to defeat
Satan? [A call to the 144,000]

10 Are you not the ones who has dried the sea, the waters of the great deep; that has
made the depths of the sea a way for God’s people to pass over? [This has been done
by 4th estate in the past (Enoch, Moses) and will be done by the Lord’s
servants in the future.]

11 Therefore, the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing unto Zion;
and everlasting joy and holiness shall be upon their heads; and they shall obtain
gladness and joy; sorrow and mourning shall flee away. [gathering of Zion]

12 I am he; yea, I am he that comforteth you. Behold, who art thou, that thou shouldst
be afraid of man [Why should you be afraid of men?], who shall die, and of the son
of man, who shall be made like unto grass [shall be resurrected]?

13 And forgettest the Lord thy maker, that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the
foundations of the earth, and [and still you] hast feared continually every day, because
of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? And where is the fury of the
oppressor?

14 The captive exile hasteneth [those in spirit prison await the day], that he may
be loosed, and that he should not die in the pit [be damned], nor that his bread should
fail [his eternal blessing be withheld].

15 But I am the Lord thy God, whose waves roared [whose power is mighty]; the
Lord of Hosts is my name.

16 And I have put my words in thy mouth [given you my laws], and have covered thee
in the shadow of mine hand [watched over you], that I may plant the heavens and lay
the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion: Behold, thou art my people. [the
purpose of this earth, to save the seed of Adam, the House of Israel]
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17 Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of the Lord the
cup of his fury—thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling wrung out [you
have experienced a great tribulation]—

18 And none to guide her among all the sons she hath brought forth [None other
kingdoms have come to your defense.]; neither that taketh her by the hand, of all
the sons she hath brought up [of all kingdoms that have been].

19 These two sons [Two servants (prophets)] are come unto thee, who shall be sorry
for thee—thy desolation and destruction, and the famine and the sword—and by whom
shall I comfort thee? [And by them shall I not be with thee?]

20 Thy sons have fainted, save these two; they lie at the head of all the streets; as a wild
bull in a net, they are [shall bring] full of the fury of the Lord, the rebuke of thy

God. [refer to Revelation 11]

21 Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, and not with wine:

22 Thus saith thy Lord, the Lord and thy God pleadeth the cause of his people; behold, I
have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling [cursing], the dregs of the

cup [tribulation] of my fury; thou shalt no more drink [experience] it again.

23 But I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; who have said to thy soul: Bow
down, that we may go over [harm you]—and thou hast laid thy body as the ground and
as the street to them that went over. [And your bodies laid on the ground in the
street and people shall walk over them.]

24 Awake, awake, put on thy strength, O Zion; put on thy beautiful garments, O
Jerusalem, the holy city; for henceforth there shall no more come into thee the
uncircumcised [those who are not of God] and the unclean.

25 Shake thyself from the dust; arise, sit down, O Jerusalem; loose thyself from the
bands of thy neck [oppression], O captive daughter of Zion. [captive people of
Zion who have departed from my ways]

This is a direct prophecy of Isaiah regarding the two Servants that were
spoken by John in Revelation 11, who will fight against the oppressors of
Israel in the coming battle of Armageddon. These men will include the
Davidic Servant, and the Lamanite Prophet. Both will be destroyed in the
streets of Jerusalem by an explosive weapon. The enemies will celebrate for
three days followed by the two prophet’s miraculous resurrection.

These scriptures also refer to those who will assist them, the 144k who must
still awaken to their calling and election. The words of Isaiah included in
the Book of Mormon are there for these servants, to call them out of their
slumber.

Questions and Comments:

I cannot stop thinking about a certain prophet who is not known by a large part of the
church. The Lord gave me a name and I ran with it and now I am hearing him being
spoken of more by church leaders. Had I not felt impressed to “know” him, I'm not sure

I would have looked outside the standard works to an apocryphal source referenced by
Joseph Smith. My testimony of HIM grows stronger by the day!

Are the 144K spread out throughout the world on different continents or are they only
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found mostly in or near the United States? To make my question more direct, are there
servants in Africa? [I believe they are spread out, including Africa. There
may be higher numbers from certain areas, I do not know. PR]

Do you have a response to the comment about a “certain prophet”? Do you know who is
being referenced? [I’m not sure who she is referring to. (PR)]

Jacob Reveals Truth — 2 Nephi 9:1-54

1 And now, my beloved brethren, I have read these things [in Isaiah] that ye might
know concerning the covenants of the Lord that he has covenanted with all the house of
Israel—

2 That he has spoken unto the Jews, by the mouth of his holy prophets, even from the
beginning down, from generation to generation, until the time comes that they shall be
restored to the true church and fold of God; when they shall be gathered home to the
lands of their inheritance [Israel], and shall be established in all their lands of
promise. [including America]

3 Behold, my beloved brethren, I speak unto you these things that ye may rejoice, and
lift up your heads forever, because of the blessings which the Lord God shall bestow
upon your children. [our posterity]

4 For I know that ye have searched much, many of you, to know of things to come;
wherefore I know that ye know that our flesh must waste away and die; nevertheless, in
our bodies we shall see God. [Much interest amongst the Nephites regarding life
after death.]

5 Yea, I know that ye know that in the body [flesh] he shall show himself unto those at
Jerusalem, from whence we came; for it is expedient that it should be among them; for it
behooveth [appropriate that] the great Creator that he suffereth himself to become
subject unto man in the flesh, and die for all men, that all men might become subject
unto him. [This is a very succinct explanation of the Atonement. By our
willingness to be subject unto Him, He can lift us to something greater than
ourselves.]

6 For as death hath passed upon all men [separation from God], to fulfil the merciful
plan of the great Creator, there must needs be a power of resurrection [rising up in
glory], and the resurrection must needs come unto man by reason of the fall [Adam
and Eve’s descent from glory]; and the fall came by reason of

transgression [partaking of the forbidden knowledge before permission was
given]; and because man became fallen they were cut off from the presence of the
Lord. [could no longer be in His presence]

7 Wherefore, it must needs be an infinite [immeasurable] atonement—save it should
be an infinite atonement this corruption [stained soul] could not put on

incorruption [become perfect]. Wherefore, the first judgment [separation] which
came upon man must needs have remained to an endless duration [telestial]. And if
so, this flesh must have laid down to rot and to crumble to its mother earth, to rise no
more. [remain physical, to die]
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8 O the wisdom [foresight] of God, his mercy and grace! For behold, if the flesh should
rise no more our spirits must become subject to that angel who fell from before the
presence of the Eternal God, and became the devil, to rise no more. [subject to Satan]
9 And our spirits must have become like unto him [without light], and we become
devils [dark spirits], angels to a devil, to be shut out from the presence of our God,
and to remain with the father of lies, in misery, like unto himself; yea, to that being who
beguiled [seduced] our first parents, who transformeth himself nigh unto an angel of
light [angel of truth], and stirreth up the children of men unto secret combinations of
murder and all manner of secret works of darkness. [One of his foremost activities
amongst the children of men.]

10 O how great the goodness of our God, who prepareth a way for our escape from the
grasp of this awful monster; yea, that monster, death and hell, which I call the death of
the body, and also the death of the spirit. [This world is indeed like a monster,
that it is cruel and fearful, yet God’s grace provides a way to overcome both
death and the grasp of this monster’s grip upon us.]

11 And because of the way of deliverance of our God, the Holy One of Israel, this death,
of which I have spoken, which is the temporal, shall deliver up its dead; which death is
the grave. [The resurrection of Christ releases the soul from the temporal
confines of this telestial world.]

12 And this death of which I have spoken, which is the spiritual death, shall deliver up
its dead; which spiritual death is hell; wherefore, death and hell must deliver up their
dead, and hell must deliver up its captive spirits, and the grave must deliver up its
captive bodies, and the bodies and the spirits of men will be restored one to the other;
and it is by the power of the resurrection of the Holy One of Israel. [For the spirit to
be united with its bodily form in perfection and light is to be resurrected.
This is not how many perceive, thinking that their actual physical body is
reformed from the dust of the earth. No. It is a perfected body of spirit in
the glory of our resurrection.]

13 O how great the plan of our God! For on the other hand, the paradise of God [The
spirits that inhabit the First Heaven within the Nexus or Spirit World.] must
deliver up the spirits of the righteous, and the grave deliver up the body of the righteous;
and the spirit and the body is restored to itself again, and all men become incorruptible,
and immortal, and they are living souls, having a perfect knowledge like unto us in the
flesh, save it be that our knowledge shall be perfect. [This is a way to describe that
the spirit will be reunited with the senses of the flesh, but with perfection.]
14 Wherefore, we shall have a perfect knowledge of all our guilt, and our uncleanness,
and our nakedness; and the righteous shall have a perfect knowledge of their enjoyment,
and their righteousness, being clothed with purity, yea, even with the robe of
righteousness. [The resurrection brings a heightened awareness of the senses
that far exceeds the limits of the physical body.]

15 And it shall come to pass that when all men shall have passed from this first death
unto life [Final Resurrection], insomuch as they have become immortal, they must
appear before the judgment-seat of the Holy One of Israel; and then cometh the
judgment, and then must they be judged according to the holy judgment of God. [They
shall be divided and separated from those who do not inherit their glory.]
16 And assuredly, as the Lord liveth, for the Lord God hath spoken it, and it is his
eternal word, which cannot pass away, that they who are righteous shall be righteous
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still [Obtained Eternal Life], and they who are filthy shall be filthy still [Perdition];
wherefore, they who are filthy are the devil and his angels; and they shall go away into
everlasting fire, prepared for them; and their torment is as a lake of fire and brimstone,
whose flame ascendeth up forever and ever and has no end. [A fair description of
Outer Darkness.]

17 O the greatness and the justice of our God! For he executeth all his words, and they
have gone forth out of his mouth, and his law must be fulfilled. [The design and
purpose of the Heavens and their different glories is meant to help all
things fill the measure of their creation. A beautiful symphony of mercy,
justice, and grace.]

18 But, behold, the righteous, the saints of the Holy One of Israel, they who have
believed in the Holy One of Israel, they who have endured the crosses of the world, and
despised the shame of it, they shall inherit the kingdom of God, which was prepared for
them from the foundation of the world, and their joy shall be full forever. [These are
the seed of Adam, the House of Israel, and those adopted from the seed of
men (gentiles) who have accepted the Everlasting Covenant of the Lord.]

19 O the greatness of the mercy of our God, the Holy One of Israel! For he delivereth his
saints from that awful monster the devil, and death, and hell, and that lake of fire and
brimstone, which is endless torment.

20 O how great the holiness of our God! For he knoweth all things, and there is not
anything save he knows it.

21 And he cometh into the world that he may save all men if they will hearken unto his
voice; for behold, he suffereth the pains of all men, yea, the pains of every living
creature, both men, women, and children, who belong to the family of Adam. [He
suffered the pains of sin in all its forms from those to whom he saves. This
sacrifice enables Him to be our Father, the Redeemer of our souls in a more
perfect resurrection.]

22 And he suffereth this that the resurrection might pass upon all men, that all might
stand before him at the great and judgment day. [Light attracts light, and shares
that light with all that come to it. There has to be a spark and source in
order to lift to a higher level. This is the power of the Only Begotten,
according to the word of the Father.]

23 And he commandeth all men that they must repent [come to Him], and be
baptized in his name [commit to be reborn in His image], having perfect faith in
the Holy One of Israel, or they cannot be saved in the kingdom of God.

24 And if they will not repent and believe in his name [broken heart, contrite
spirit], and be baptized in his name [A witness to the Father], and endure to the
end [Endure until you receive the HG and stay true.], they must be

damned [without progression]; for the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, has spoken
it.

25 Wherefore, he has given a law; and where there is no law given there is no
punishment; and where there is no punishment there is no condemnation; and where
there is no condemnation the mercies of the Holy One of Israel have claim upon them,
because of the atonement; for they are delivered by the power of him. [Those who do
not have the law are not condemned to Outer Darkness. See Moroni 8:22]
26 For the atonement satisfieth the demands of his justice upon all those who have not
the law given to them, that they are delivered from that awful monster, death and hell,

113



and the devil, and the lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless torment; and they are
restored to that God who gave them breath, which is the Holy One of Israel.

27 But wo unto him that has the law given, yea, that has all the commandments of God,
like unto us, and that transgresseth [do not give heed] them, and that wasteth the
days of his probation, for awful is his state!

28 O that cunning plan of the evil one! O the vainness, and the frailties, and the
foolishness of men! When they are learned they think they are wise, and they hearken
not unto the counsel of God, for they set it aside, supposing they know of themselves,
wherefore, their wisdom is foolishness and it profiteth them not. And they shall perish.
29 But to be learned is good if they hearken unto the counsels of God. [I see this much
amongst those who consider themselves spiritually enlightened. Always
learning new ideas, hoping for a more inclusive understanding of other
religions and philosophies, yet never learning to rely upon the fullness of
the atonement of Christ.]

30 But wo unto the rich, who are rich as to the things of the world. For because they are
rich they despise the poor, and they persecute the meek, and their hearts are upon their
treasures; wherefore, their treasure is their god. And behold, their treasure shall perish
with them also. [A good measure of what you worship is where your treasure
lies. What is the most important thing in your life?]

31 And wo unto the deaf that will not hear; for they shall perish. [Will not listen to
the Spirit of God.]

32 Wo unto the blind that will not see; for they shall perish also. [Will not look to the
Lord, and choose not to see what is before them.]

33 Wo unto the uncircumcised of heart, for a knowledge of their iniquities shall smite
them at the last day. [Those whose hearts are unclean, desiring that which is
unholy and depraved.]

34 Wo unto the liar, for he shall be thrust down to hell. [Seek to change the truth to
suit their needs.]

35 Wo unto the murderer who deliberately killeth, for he shall die. [his spirit shall be
thrust down to hell]

36 Wo unto them who commit whoredoms, for they shall be thrust down to hell. [Often
those who commit whoredoms possess a lying spirit as well. Justifying their
actions according to the philosophies of men. A whoredom is any sexual sin
that makes us unclean spiritually.]

37 Yea, wo unto those that worship idols, for the devil of all devils delighteth in

them. [To place any person or thing above God.]

38 And, in fine [finally], wo unto all those who die in their sins; for they shall return to
God, and behold his face, and remain in their sins. [To “die in sin” is to not repent
while in this life, to not seek the Lord’s mercy while in the flesh, though you
were fully aware of the gift offered.]

39 O, my beloved brethren, remember the awfulness in transgressing against that Holy
God, and also the awfulness of yielding to the enticings of that cunning one. Remember,
to be carnally-minded is death, and to be spiritually-minded is life eternal. [This is a
very good way to contrast the two. “Carnally-minded” is to be focused upon
the pleasures of the flesh and to disregard spiritual things. “Spiritually-
minded” is to seek after the Lord and the gifts of the Spirit.]
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40 O, my beloved brethren, give ear to my words. Remember the greatness of the Holy
One of Israel. Do not say that I have spoken hard things against you; for if ye do, ye will
revile against the truth; for I have spoken the words of your Maker. I know that the
words of truth are hard against all uncleanness; but the righteous fear them not, for they
love the truth and are not shaken. [I suspect that there will be those who will be
offended by how I translated the 9 woes in the proceeding verses. It is hard
to be introspective as we honestly assess ourselves. The key to overcoming
sin is to fully submit our heart to God, seeking only Him as we trust in the
blessings He has promised.]

41 O then, my beloved brethren, come unto the Lord, the Holy One. Remember that his
paths are righteous. Behold, the way for man is narrow, but it lieth in a straight course
before him, and the keeper of the gate is the Holy One of Israel; and he employeth no
servant there; and there is none other way save it be by the gate; for he cannot be
deceived, for the Lord God is his name. [This is an important scripture. Anyone
who claims to hold the keys that make the case that only they can grant you
access to God are not truthful, ”. . . he employeth no servant there.” There
is no single individual that stands between us and the Lord. There are
messengers and servants that can assist us through ordinances, but it is not
the Lord’s way to deny access to Him according to any rules of men to
determine your worthiness. If you were alone on a deserted island and had
nothing but the Book of Mormon to help you, it would be all you need to
find the Lord. If you understood the Gospel, you would need nothing more
than faith in Christ to lead you to Him. Pray for a personal understanding of
what this means. I am not condemning the value of church and those who
speak to us by the power of revelation. We just need to be vigilant not to
make any person an idol in our heart.]

42 And whoso knocketh [ask in faith], to him will he open; and the wise, and the
learned, and they that are rich, who are puffed up because of their learning, and their
wisdom, and their riches—yea, they are they whom he despiseth; and save they shall cast
these things away, and consider themselves fools before God, and come down in the
depths of humility, he will not open unto them. [This is a formula for receiving
revelation. Do not seek your answers from books, seek directly from the
Lord.]

43 But the things of the wise and the prudent shall be hid from them forever—yea, that
happiness which is prepared for the saints. [Don’t aspire to be a gospel scholar.
Aspire to have a relationship with God.]

44 O, my beloved brethren, remember my words. Behold, I take off my garments, and I
shake them before you; [A symbolic act to show he has done all he can to help
you, he is clean of any guilt.] I pray the God of my salvation that he view me with
his all-searching eye; wherefore, ye shall know at the last day, when all men shall be
judged of their works, that the God of Israel did witness that I shook your iniquities
from my soul, and that I stand with brightness before him, and am rid of your blood.

45 O, my beloved brethren, turn away from your sins; shake off the chains of him that
would bind you fast; come unto that God who is the rock of your salvation.

46 Prepare your souls for that glorious day when justice shall be administered unto the
righteous, even the day of judgment, that ye may not shrink with awful fear; that ye may
not remember your awful guilt in perfectness, and be constrained to exclaim: Holy, holy
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are thy judgments, O Lord God Almighty—but I know my guilt; I transgressed thy law,
and my transgressions are mine; and the devil hath obtained me, that I am a prey to his
awful misery.

47 But behold, my brethren, is it expedient that I should awake you to an awful reality of
these things? Would I harrow up your souls if your minds were pure? Would I be plain
unto you according to the plainness of the truth if ye were freed from sin? [Jacob is
preparing to specifically identify their sins.]

48 Behold, if ye were holy I would speak unto you of holiness; but as ye are not holy, and
ye look upon me as a teacher, it must needs be expedient that I teach you the
consequences of sin.

49 Behold, my soul abhorreth sin, and my heart delighteth in righteousness; and I will
praise the holy name of my God. [The act of praising is a sign that our hearts are
right with God and we are clothed in righteousness. It is near impossible to
praise if we are not repentant. Remember, praising the Lord, exclaiming
our gratitude and love is a blessing to us in that it opens the windows of
Heaven. It pleases the Lord in that it creates a conduit that He can bless us.]
50 Come, my brethren, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters; and he that hath
no money, come buy and eat; yea, come buy wine and milk without money and without
price.

51 Wherefore, do not spend money for that which is of no worth, nor your labor for that
which cannot satisfy. Hearken diligently unto me, and remember the words which I
have spoken; and come unto the Holy One of Israel, and feast upon that which perisheth
not, neither can be corrupted, and let your soul delight in fatness. [Using the
metaphor of hunger and thirst, and to labor for that which will truly benefit
you — this is the kind of faith that brings one to Christ.]

52 Behold, my beloved brethren, remember the words of your God; pray unto him
continually by day, and give thanks unto his holy name by night. Let your hearts

rejoice. [Prayer is the key to opening the relationship we need with the Lord.
Learn how to pray continually.]

53 And behold how great the covenants of the Lord, and how great his condescensions
unto the children of men [This particular statement is filled with such nuance.
Jacob refers to the Lord’s “condescensions” in this world. A condescension
is when God comes down from His glory to walk among men. In this verse
Jacob reveals an understanding which is not fully revealed in scripture.
God has walked among men many times more than what is revealed to us.
This is a mystery. In the future I will share more of what I know of this.] ;
and because of his greatness, and his grace and mercy, he has promised unto us that our
seed shall not utterly be destroyed, according to the flesh, but that he would preserve
them; and in future generations they shall become a righteous branch unto the house of
Israel. [This is an important message of the prophets of the Book of Mormon
and they continually remind their people of the Lord’s mercy to preserve
them through all generations.]

54 And now, my brethren, I would speak unto you more; but on the morrow I will
declare unto you the remainder of my words. Amen.

Questions and Comments:
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What is the best way to get to the most meaningful deepest source of gratitude that flows
from mortal to God? I have been there and it is sublime. and I long to be there with
every prayer. Is it possible to have that river of gratitude flow from your heart every
private prayer? I can’t get there every time. Not even by asking. I am like maybe once a
week/ten days I get there and its not enough... Your first book mentions it is an essential
component to meaningful mighty prayer but doesnt indicate a means to get there.
[There are different levels of praise. First level is to simply express
gratitude to God with all your heart, including the many blessings that come
to your mind. Second, if you exercise more faith, is to pray in tongues. I
usually do this after I have asked for forgiveness and bathed in the light. At
some point during the process there comes a baptism of fire which fully
cleans and prepares a person to be in the presence of God. I know that
sounds like a lot, but the Lord can help you learn the best process for you.
PR]

And I forgot to comment on vs 53. I had not notice condescensions was plural! There is
a ton of mystery there. What a sobering thing to bring to light.

How does this compare to Mosiah 15, there are many great mysteries in that chapter.
Can’t wait for you to get there. [There are many chapters I am looking forward
to commenting upon. I haven’t come to a chapter yet that I thought was
uninteresting. However, this BofM project is not as engaging to most who
follow this blog as before. Perhaps there are many who are offended that I
have interpreted things different than their own suppositions. PR]

I have a question about not seeking answers in books. I have been surprised at how
often when I go to the Lord with questions that He brings a book or an article into my
life which either answers my question or gives me insight. So maybe if we are directed to
read something it is an appropriate way to get answers, but we shouldn’t seek learning
for its own sake. Is that what you are saying. [We should certainly read books. I’'m
sorry if it sounded this way. The Lord has taught me to not lean upon the
understanding of others, but to come to Him directly for the answers. The
kind of books that are the most dangerous are those that are written to
interpret scripture. (even my own writings) These are dangerous to those
who do not seek confirmation from the Lord. If you read something and it
makes sense to you and feels good, that is not a confirmation of its
truthfulness. I remember several years ago receiving the revelation that I
was to study Isaiah. I was overwhelmed with inadequacy. I borrowed at
least a dozen books from the greatest scholars I could find, and laid them
out as I prepared to engage my study. The Lord told me to put them all
away. He said to go verse by verse and write as the spirit directed me. I was
very anxious to be sure. When I was finished (within only a few days) I was
very curious on a couple of parts how correct I was. I literally knew nothing
about Hebrew translations or some of Isaiah’s cryptic words. I checked a
couple of these words against a famous scholar’s website and was surprised
at how the Lord had helped me. We each need to receive our own
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revelations from the Lord. I would suggest praying to Him regarding what I
have written, and then go back to your scriptures. Read through a chapter
with fresh eyes and ask the Lord to help you to see it as He would have you
see it. It is a powerful experience. PR]

I find them very fascinating, that would be too bad for them if they get offended, I know
I don’t want to miss out on the light that comes from these interpretations. Today for my
morning reading I read Mosiah 15, and it was incredible. But you are right all chapters
are amazing.

[Perhaps you should look at learning as this: do not seek your answers from
books, seek the questions to ask the Lord from books among other things,
and then you will be led to the answers through Him. PR]

Vs 42... this morning I was thinking about casting “these things” away. Jacob seems to
condemn people who have riches. So does the Lord. and save they shall cast these
things away, and consider themselves fools before God, and come down in the depths of
humility, he will not open unto them. These things are the chains that tie us to our
abundance? Or is it all our wealth? He doesn’t seem to want us to not have sufficient for
our needs but to care for those in need. Be willing to walk away from everything if He
requires it? How do you you view what “these things” are? Thanks for the insight on
gratitude the other day. It helped. [I see it as a combination of the three:
leaning, wisdom of men, and riches. These can easily be a stumbling block
to coming to the Lord because it leads to pride. However, as you stated,
giving away any riches should be done according to what the Lord requires.
Riches in themselves are not evil. I can think of many scriptural individuals
who had riches, yet were servants of the Lord. I think we know the
difference. Thank you for the comment. PR]

Thank you for opening up 2 Nephi 9 in a way that I have never considered before. You
insights into the BofM verses so far have given me great fodder for prayer and for that I
am truly grateful and look forward to more. I do have some questions on some of what
you have written on this post. 1. You said, “there must needs be a power of
resurrection [rising up in glory]”. [For the spirit to be united with its bodily form in
perfection and light is to be resurrected. This is not how many perceive, thinking that
their actual physical body is reformed from the dust of the earth. No. It is a perfected
body of spirit in the glory of our resurrection.] Your definition of resurrection is
different from what is taught. Maybe I am misunderstanding what you are saying. Can
you clarify? If during the resurrection our physical body is not “reformed” then why are
the “graves opened”? And likewise Christ’s body was missing from the tomb. What then
happens to the physical body at resurrection? [Those are two separate questions.
The graves are opened in that they live again in a body of light (Which is
more dense, permanent, and glorious than a physical body). This doesn’t
mean that the grave literally opens up and people step out of their caskets.
The second question is regarding the Resurrection of Christ. His
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resurrection is different than what the vast number of people will
experience. His body was changed into a tabernacle of light and glory. It
was resurrected, and yet he was able to maintain the marks of His suffering
as a witness. The physical body was “replaced” for lack of a better word. It
no longer existed in a physical form. PR]

2. [The spirits that inhabit the First Heaven within the Nexus or Spirit World.] Can you
elaborate on the word “Nexus”? Is this merely another name for the Spirit World or does
it have broader meaning? [The Nexus is what it is called in that realm. PR]

3. “...yet never learning to rely upon the fullness of the atonement of Christ.]” Can you
elaborate on why you used the word “fullness” here. Are we disposed to relying upon
only a “portion” of the atonement? What is the “fullness”? [Those without the law
are saved by the mercy of God by means of the Atonement. The fullness of
the Atonement saves one spiritually as they receive the fullness of the
Gospel, the Holy Ghost, and receive Eternal Life. PR]

4. [Prayer is the key to opening the relationship we need with the Lord. Learn how to
pray continually.] Can you give examples on how you “pray continually”? [To wrap
ourselves with virtue, charity, and be in tune with the Spirit of the Lord.
This often leads to an ongoing conversation with God throughout the day as
we are led by the Spirit. PR]

5. 53 And behold how great the covenants of the Lord, and how great his condescensions
unto the children of men [This particular statement is filled with such nuance. Jacob
refers to the Lord’s “condescensions” in this world. A condescension is when God comes
down from His glory to walk among men. In this verse Jacob reveals an understanding
which is not fully revealed in scripture. God has walked among men many times more
than what is revealed to us. This is a mystery. In the future I will share more of what I
know of this.] Wow, ok, so this is heavy stuff. What is your understanding of
“condescensions”? Does it include mere visitations from heavenly beings to Earth like
angels, or is it more specific to exalted beings who condescend to live a mortal
existence? [Both, but a condescension is to walk amongst temporal beings in
a body concealing their glory. PR]

To condescend must you first be a 4th estate being or higher? [Yes. PR]

When you say, “God has walked among men many times” do you mean he has ta lived
multiple mortal lives in this cycle of creation (Earth) or do you mean a single mortal
existence during multiple prior cycles of creation (prior “Earths”)? [T have not given
permission to discuss that. PR] Thank you for sharing your personal insights into
these scriptures. It gives a perspective of the scriptures that makes them come alive

53 And behold how great the covenants of the Lord, and how great his condescensions

unto the children of men [This particular statement is filled with such nuance. Jacob
refers to the Lord’s “condescensions” in this world. A condescension is when God comes
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down from His glory to walk among men. In this verse Jacob reveals an understanding
which is not fully revealed in scripture. God has walked among men many times more
than what is revealed to us. This is a mystery. In the future I will share more of what I
know of this.] ; and because of his greatness, and his grace and mercy, he has promised
unto us that our seed shall not utterly be destroyed, according to the flesh, but that he
would preserve them; and in future generations they shall become a righteous branch
unto the house of Israel. [This is an important message of the prophets of the Book of
Mormon and they continually remind their people of the Lord’s mercy to preserve them
through all generations.] The covenants of the Lord seem very strongly linked to our
posterity and our progenitors. The preservation of their seed was a major concern of the
righteous Nephites and part of their constant plea to the Lord. In these last days, these
same promises and covenants must be planted in our hearts as we turn towards the
“fathers” and them to us... Though no one seems to understand what this actually
means... In what way do we need to “turn to the fathers” otherwise “the whole earth
would be utterly wasted at his coming...” and why is it worded in such a way — which has
obviously led to all sorts of precepts of men? [The “Fathers” are the ancient
progenitors that sought Zion. When the people’s heart turn toward
establishing Zion, then shall the House of Israel finally be gathered.
Otherwise, all would be wasted at his coming. There is plenty of nuance in
that phrase. Some of which refers to the rise of the 4th estate before His
coming. PR]

Jews and Gentiles — 2 Nephi 10:1-25

1 And now I, Jacob, speak unto you again, my beloved brethren, concerning this
righteous branch [the descendants of their posterity] of which I have spoken.

2 For behold, the promises which we have obtained are promises unto us according to
the flesh; wherefore, as it has been shown unto me that many of our children shall
perish in the flesh because of unbelief, nevertheless, God will be merciful unto many;
and our children shall be restored, that they may come to that which will give them the
true knowledge of their Redeemer. [Again, the prophecy regarding the
restoration of the House of Israel in America.]

3 Wherefore, as I said unto you, it must needs be expedient [proper] that Christ—for in
the last night the angel spake unto me that this should be his name—should come
among the Jews, among those who are the more wicked part of the world; and they shall
crucify him—for thus it behooveth our God, and there is none other nation on earth that
would crucify their God. [“Christ” is not a Hebrew or Aramaic word; however
its meaning is clear — The Anointed One. It would be shocking to a Jew to
think of bestowing upon their own Messiah the death of crucifixion.]

4 For should the mighty miracles be wrought among other nations they would repent,
and know that he be their God. [This is a terrible statement against the Jews.
How could the covenant people do this? Those who have the Law and then
are taken captive by Satan are much harder in their hearts than those who
never knew.]
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5 But because of priestcrafts [positions of ecclesiastical authority used
unrighteously] and iniquities, they at Jerusalem will stiffen their necks against him,
that he be crucified.

6 Wherefore, because of their iniquities, destructions, famines, pestilences, and
bloodshed shall come upon them; and they who shall not be destroyed shall be scattered
among all nations. [The curse upon the Jews, the Great Diaspora.]

7 But behold, thus saith the Lord God: When the day cometh that they shall believe in
me, that I am Christ, then have I covenanted with their fathers that they shall be
restored in the flesh, upon the earth, unto the lands of their inheritance. [This is still
in the process.]

8 And it shall come to pass that they shall be gathered in from their long dispersion,
from the isles of the sea, and from the four parts of the earth; and the nations of the
Gentiles shall be great in the eyes of me, saith God, in carrying them forth to the lands of
their inheritance.

9 Yea, the kings of the Gentiles shall be nursing fathers unto them, and their queens
shall become nursing mothers; wherefore, the promises of the Lord are great unto the
Gentiles, for he hath spoken it, and who can dispute?

10 But behold, this land, said God, shall be a land of thine inheritance, and the Gentiles
shall be blessed upon the land. [The land of the United States of America.]

11 And this land shall be a land of liberty unto the Gentiles, and there shall be no kings
upon the land, who shall raise up unto the Gentiles. [There have been no kings
raised up upon this land since the gentiles have taken possession of the
United States territories.]

12 And I will fortify this land against all other nations. [The strongest defenses of
any army in recorded history.]

13 And he that fighteth against Zion shall perish, saith God. [This has yet to occur.]
14 For he that raiseth up a king against me shall perish, for I, the Lord, the king of
heaven, will be their king, and I will be a light unto them forever, that hear my words.
15 Wherefore, for this cause, that my covenants may be fulfilled which I have made unto
the children of men, that I will do unto them while they are in the flesh, I must needs
destroy the secret works of darkness, and of murders, and of abominations. [Future
destruction of the United States when its corruption is complete.]

16 Wherefore, he that fighteth against Zion, both Jew and Gentile, both bond and free,
both male and female, shall perish; for they are they who are the whore of all the earth;
for they who are not for me are against me, saith our God. [Those that fight against
Zion shall be of all religious persuasions, class, and people.]

17 For I will fulfil my promises which I have made unto the children of men, that I will
do unto them while they are in the flesh—

18 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, thus saith our God: I will afflict thy seed by the
hand of the Gentiles; nevertheless, I will soften the hearts of the Gentiles, that they shall
be like unto a father to them; wherefore, the Gentiles shall be blessed and numbered
among the house of Israel. [The righteous Gentiles shall be the means to help
the remnant of the House of Israel in this land and abroad.]

19 Wherefore, I will consecrate this land [America] unto thy seed, and them who shall
be numbered among thy seed [Those who mix with them.], forever, for the land of
their inheritance; for it is a choice land, saith God unto me, above all other lands,
wherefore I will have all men that dwell thereon that they shall worship me, saith
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God. [America is unique today in all the world in that it is designated a land
of inheritance unto the righteous who worship God. Those who fight against
God today are in peril of destruction.]

20 And now, my beloved brethren, seeing that our merciful God has given us so great
knowledge concerning these things, let us remember him, and lay aside our sins, and
not hang down our heads, for we are not cast off; nevertheless, we have been driven out
of the land of our inheritance; but we have been led to a better land, for the Lord has
made the sea our path, and we are upon an isle of the sea. [All gatherings of the
House of Israel are considered an “isle of the sea.”]

21 But great are the promises of the Lord unto them who are upon the isles of the sea;
wherefore as it says isles, there must needs be more than this, and they are inhabited
also by our brethren. [There are others like them of the House of Israel that
have been led away.]

22 For behold, the Lord God has led away from time to time from the house of Israel,
according to his will and pleasure. And now behold, the Lord remembereth all them who
have been broken off, wherefore he remembereth us also.

23 Therefore, cheer up your hearts, and remember that ye are free to act for yourselves—
to choose the way of everlasting death or the way of eternal life.

24 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, reconcile [correct] yourselves to the will of God,
and not to the will of the devil and the flesh; and remember, after ye are reconciled unto
God, that it is only in and through the grace of God that ye are saved.

25 Wherefore, may God raise you from death [physical] by the power of the
resurrection [ascension of light], and also from everlasting death [spiritual] by the
power of the atonement [bound in glory], that ye may be received into the eternal
kingdom of God, that ye may praise him through grace [power of ascension] divine.
Amen.

Many Witnesses — 2 Nephi 11:1-8

1 And now, Jacob spake many more things to my people at that time; nevertheless only
these things have I caused to be written, for the things which I have written sufficeth
me. [This verse could have been left at the end of the last chapter.]

2 And now I, Nephi, write more of the words of Isaiah, for my soul delighteth in his
words. For I will liken his words unto my people, and I will send them forth unto all my
children, for he verily saw my Redeemer, even as I have seen him. [Nephi bears his
witness that he has seen the Lord.]

3 And my brother, Jacob, also has seen him as I have seen him; wherefore, I will send
their words forth unto my children to prove unto them that my words are true.
Wherefore, by the words of three, God hath said, I will establish my word. Nevertheless,
God sendeth more witnesses, and he proveth all his words. [Nephi knows that
himself, his father Lehi, and his brother Jacob have all been witnesses of
the Lord. Nephi’s wife Minyah also had seen Him. Many of the prophets
from the brass plates, including Isaiah, had also seen the Lord.]

4 Behold, my soul delighteth in proving unto my people the truth of the coming of
Christ; for, for this end hath the law of Moses been given; and all things which have been
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given of God from the beginning of the world, unto man, are the typifying of

him. [Nephi must have found great pleasure in showing his people how the
temple ceremonies were a type of Christ and His sacrifice to come. Also,
how nature in all her wonder points to a God in Heaven and His great
covenants unto the House of Israel.]

5 And also my soul delighteth in the covenants of the Lord which he hath made to our
fathers; yea, my soul delighteth in his grace, and in his justice, and power, and mercy in
the great and eternal plan of deliverance from death. [ The “Fathers” are not only
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, but also Adam, Seth, Enoch and Noah. The Lord
has been merciful to His people from the beginning.]

6 And my soul delighteth in proving unto my people that save Christ should come all
men must perish. [Become captive of the devil.]

7 For if there be no Christ there be no God; and if there be no God we are not, for there
could have been no creation. [All things are designed and begun for the purpose
of having us become the fullness of our creation.] But there is a God, and he is
Christ, and he cometh in the fulness of his own time. [He comes when all things are
prepared. This applies to His coming to Jerusalem, and also in our own
lives when he comes in the fullness of our time.]

8 And now I write some of the words of Isaiah, that whoso of my people shall see these
words may lift up their hearts and rejoice for all men. Now these are the words, and ye
may liken them unto you and unto all men. [Nephi places the words of Isaiah
carefully in his writings to teach his people, but also to prepare us for what
will come. This particular chapter is like an introduction for the coming
chapters.]

Questions and Comments:

Verse 4: Can you share examples of how nature points to God in Heaven and His
covenant to the House of Israel? I would love to have them to ponder on! [The order
amongst the cosmos, including moons, planets, suns, and stars. The process
of creation, the seasons, the cycle of life, the structure of families, the herbs

and fruit in their season, etc. PR]

Where did you find Nephi’s wife’s name and that she saw Christ? [This was given to
me from the Lord. This is not found in scripture. PR]

Isaiah 2 — The Last Days Church — 2 Nephi 12:1-22

1 The word that Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah [Israel] and
Jerusalem [the gathering place of the Church]:

2 And it shall come to pass in the last days, when the mountain [church] of the Lord’s
house [people] shall be established in the top of the mountains [considered
amongst the great churches], and shall be exalted above the hills [esteemed by
many], and all nations [many people] shall flow unto it.
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3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord [Let us gather and go up to the city of the Lord.] , to the house of the God of
Jacob [the people of the Covenant] ; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will
walk in his paths; for out of Zion [holy city] shall go forth the law, and the word of the
Lord from Jerusalem [His Church].

4 And he [the Church] shall judge [condemn] among the nations [the actions of
many people], and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into
plow-shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks—nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. [And they shall make peace instead
of fighting for truth, and their sharp words into pleasing speech—all people
shall get along and their shall be no arguments.]

5 O house of Jacob [people of the covenant], come ye and let us walk in the

light [knowledge] of the Lord; yea, come, for ye have all gone astray [they have lost
what they had], every one to his wicked ways.

6 Therefore, O Lord, thou hast forsaken [turned away from] thy people, the house of
Jacob [the covenant], because they be replenished from the east, and hearken unto
soothsayers like the Philistines, and they please themselves in the children of

strangers. [Because they look for help from the wrong source, and pay close
attention to those who speculate the future, and they enjoy the company of
those who know not God.]

7 Their land also is full of silver and gold, neither is there any end of their

treasures [wealth]; their land is also full of horses [transportation], neither is there
any end of their chariots [vehicles].

8 Their land is also full of idols [great inventions]; they worship the work of their
own hands, that which their own fingers have made.

9 And the mean man boweth not down [ungenerous man will not help], and the
great man humbleth himself not, therefore, forgive him not.

10 O ye wicked ones, enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust [you will hide], for
the fear of the Lord and the glory of his majesty shall smite thee.

11 And it shall come to pass that the lofty [arrogant] looks of man shall be humbled,
and the haughtiness [vanity] of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be
exalted in that day.

12 For the day of the Lord of Hosts soon cometh upon all nations [all people], yea,
upon every one; yea, upon the proud and lofty, and upon every one who is lifted up, and
he shall be brought low.

13 Yea, and the day of the Lord shall come upon all the cedars of Lebanon [rich and
prideful], for they are high and lifted up; and upon all the oaks of Bashan; [those
who take pride in their own strength]

14 And upon all the high mountains [powerful nations], and upon all the

hills [kingdoms], and upon all the nations which are lifted up, and upon every people;
15 And upon every high tower [military defense], and upon every fenced wall;

16 And upon all the ships of the sea, and upon all the ships of Tarshish [ships of
trade], and upon all pleasant pictures. [luxury ships]

17 And the loftiness [arrogance] of man shall be bowed [brought] down, and the
haughtiness [vanity] of men shall be made low; and the Lord alone shall be exalted in
that day.

18 And the idols [work of men] he shall utterly abolish.
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19 And they shall go into the holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the earth, for the
fear of the Lord shall come upon them and the glory of his majesty shall smite them,
when he ariseth to shake terribly the earth. [This will literally happen as the elite
gather to bunkers under the earth which have been built and prepared to
withstand catastrophic destruction.]

20 In that day a man shall cast his idols [creations and treasures] of silver, and his
idols of gold, which he hath made for himself to worship [seek after], to the moles and
to the bats; [hid up to be forgotten]

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for the fear of
the Lord shall come upon them and the majesty of his glory shall smite them, when he
ariseth to shake terribly the earth. [A literal description of the fire and power
that will come from heaven and shake the earth from its foundation.]

22 Cease ye from man [to trust in man], whose breath is in his nostrils; for wherein is
he to be accounted of? [for how will you consider him?]

“Behold, vengeance cometh speedily upon the inhabitants of the earth, a
day of wrath, a day of burning, a day of desolation, of weeping, of
mourning, and of lamentation; and as a whirlwind it shall come upon all
the face of the earth, saith the Lord. And upon my house shall it begin, and
Jrom my house shall it go forth, saith the Lord; First among those among
you, saith the Lord, who have professed to know my name and have not
known me, and have blasphemed against me in the midst of my house,
saith the Lord.” D&C 112:24-26

Questions and Comments:

“Upon my house it’s shall begin” Does this mean the entire House of Israel who made
covenants before birth, even if those individuals do not yet have their baptism of fire
upon the earth?

The word that Isaiah, the son of Amoz, saw concerning Judah [Israel] and Jerusalem
[the gathering place of the Church]: Is this entire chapter referring to the Jews in
Jerusalem? Or could this also refer to more than just them? I don’t normally think of the
Jews as a “church”. Maybe it’s just my interpretation but I think of them more as a
“religion”. I think of our church more as a “church”. Could this scripture have dual
meaning? Could this apply to the latter-day church as well as the Jews?

If the definition of “House” is people, how does the prophesied event begin upon His
house? [It means those of the covenant. I put some hints in there, but it will
require personal revelation to understand. PR]

The White House? I'm so serious with this question:)
I believe this chapter is referencing to the United States and the fall there of. This land,

land of the gathering is a place for the covenated to gather in, which they have, but this
nation and its covenated people have forgotten god and have sought for the attention
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and worship of those that do not know god. They have sought for wealth and constant
worship of the creation of their hands. When It says “ and it will begin in my house” I
believe it mainly means the times of tribulation that hit the United States and brings this
nation to dustruction will be the starting point for the great work to come forth. [The
curses listed in this chapter will begin upon His house. PR]

PR, I am trying to make sense of the following scripture. This scripture continues to
come to my mind as I reason with the lord on a certain topic.

4 And he [the Church] shall judge [condemn] among the nations [the actions of many
people], and shall rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plow-
shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks—nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall they learn war any more. [And they shall make peace instead of
fighting for truth, and their sharp words into pleasing speech—all people shall get along
and their shall be no arguments.]

There are parts of this scripture that it feels that it is referencing the millennium or Zion
concerning “they shall learn war nor more” and “nation shall not lift up sword against
nation”. “all people shall get along and their shall be no arguments”, however your
comment that they shall make peace instead of fighting for truth causes me to look at
this scripture differently. My sense is that this scripture is stating that the church in the
last days seeks for Peace rather than Truth and by so doing they begin to lose the power
of inspiration and revelation and why the rest of the verses in this chapter is the lords
condemnation on the people for various unrighteousness. Is that accurate? [Yes, that

is correct. PR]

Isaiah 3 — Judgment of the Church — 2 Nephi 13:1-26

1 For behold, the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, doth take away from Jerusalem [gathering
place of the church], and from Judah [the Jews], the stay and the staff [supply
and support], the whole staff of bread [whole supply of food], and the whole

stay [supply]of water— [This metaphor of food and water is represents the
Lord’s withholding of blessings and revelation upon them. (priesthood) See
Amos 8:11-13]

2 The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, and the prophet, and the prudent,
and the ancient;

3 The captain of fifty, and the honorable man, and the counselor, and the cunning
artificer [inventor], and the eloquent orator. [A list of all those we have
previously admired.]

4 And I will give children [a new generation] unto them to be their

princes [priesthood holders], and babes [new people] shall rule over them.

5 And the people shall be oppressed, every one by another, and every one by his
neighbor; the child [new generation] shall behave himself proudly [with

dignity] against the ancient [former people], and the base [unsavory] against the
honorable [respectable].

6 When a man shall take hold of his brother [ask for help] of the house of his

father [those who seem related], and shall say: Thou hast clothing [you have what
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we need], be thou our ruler, and let not this ruin come under thy hand— [Let us not
suffer under these conditions.]

7 In that day shall he swear, saying: I will not be a healer [I will not take care of
you.]; for in my house there is neither bread [priesthood] nor clothing [authority];
make me not a ruler of the people.

8 For Jerusalem [the church] is ruined, and Judah [Israel] is fallen, because their
tongues [words] and their doings [acts] have been against the Lord, to provoke the
eyes of his glory.

9 The show of their countenance [truth of their deeds] doth witness against them,
and doth declare their sin to be even as Sodom, and they cannot hide it. Wo unto their
souls [souls are cursed], for they have rewarded evil unto themselves! [The sin of
Sodom was more than sexual depravity. These people sought evil against
each other and all who came among them continually.]

10 Say unto the righteous [the Lord’s servants] that it is well with them; for they
shall eat the fruit of their doings. [their works shall bring much good.]

11 Wo unto [cursed are] the wicked, for they shall perish; for the reward of their hands
shall be upon them!

12 And my people, children [modern church] are their oppressors, and women rule
over them [Those without authority rule over the members.]. O my people, they
who lead thee cause thee to err and destroy the way of thy paths. [destroy your
traditions]

13 The Lord standeth up to plead [to witness], and standeth to judge the people. [to
separate and organize]

14 The Lord will enter into judgment with the ancients [former priesthood
leaders] of his people and the princes [presiding authority] thereof; for ye have
eaten up the vineyard [removed my laws] and the spoil of the poor in your

houses. [blessings of the Gospel in your sacred structures.]

15 What mean ye? Ye beat my people to pieces [destroyed the faith of my people],
and grind the faces of the poor [hurt those who seek me], saith the Lord God of
Hosts.

16 Moreover, the Lord saith: Because the daughters of Zion are haughty [members of
the covenant are vain], and walk with stretched-forth necks and wanton

eyes [behave with pride and wicked intentions], walking and mincing as they

go [with pageantry], and making a tinkling with their feet— [seeking prideful
attention]

17 Therefore the Lord will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the daughters of
Zion, [The Lord will remove the gift of revelation of those that preside from
the members of the Covenant.] and the Lord will discover their secret parts [know
their hearts].

18 In that day the Lord will take away the bravery of their tinkling

ornaments [confidence in standing in public], and cauls [necklaces], and round
tires like the moon; [amulets]

19 The chains and the bracelets, and the mufflers; [expensive scarfs (ties)]

20 The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs [seductive walking], and the
headbands, and the tablets [fragrant perfumes], and the ear-rings;

21 The rings, and nose jewels;
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22 The changeable suits of apparel, and the mantles [shawls, expensive coats], and
the wimples [hair ornaments], and the crisping-pins; [elegant purse, bag, or
briefcase]

23 The glasses [mirrors], and the fine linen, and hoods, and the veils. [All that they
use to present themselves publicly with great beauty.]

24 And it shall come to pass, instead of sweet smell there shall be stink; and instead of a
girdle [fine belt], a rent; and instead of well set hair, baldness; and instead of a
stomacher [fine shirt], a girding of sackcloth; burning instead of beauty. [Your
worldly beauty, wealth, and praise will be gone.]

25 Thy men shall fall by the sword and thy mighty in the war. [coming war]

26 And her gates [congregations] shall lament and mourn; and she shall be

desolate [church shall be empty], and shall sit upon the ground. [lay in ruin]

51 For whoso cometh not unto me is under the bondage of sin.

52 And whoso receiveth not my voice is not acquainted with my voice,
and is not of me.

53 And by this you may know the righteous from the wicked, and that
the whole world groaneth under sin and darkness even now.

54 And your minds in times past have been darkened because of
unbelief, and because you have treated lightly the things you have
received—

55 Which vanity and unbelief have brought the whole church under
condemnation.

56 And this condemnation resteth upon the children of Zion, even all.
57 And they shall remain under this condemnation until they repent
and remember the new covenant, even the Book of Mormon and the
Jormer commandments which I have given them, not only to say, but to
do according to that which I have written—

58 That they may bring forth fruit meet for their Father’s kingdom;
otherwise there remaineth a scourge and judgment to be poured out
upon the children of Zion.

59 For shall the children of the kingdom pollute my holy land? Verily, I
say unto you, Nay. (D&C 84:51-59)

Questions and Comments:

Thanks so much for this interpretation. So many things confirmed with what I am
seeing and feeling privately. Thank you for additional witness. Ties in well with Ezekiel
34, Mormon 8, 2 Nephi 28, Jacob 5 and other scriptures giving warning and
encouragement to repent and turn fully to Christ.

Wow. I guess we now know who the Lord’s house or “last days church” is, that has been
cursed and condemned. Very sobering. Thank you for having the courage to share
this.

39 When men are called unto mine everlasting gospel, and covenant with an everlasting
covenant, they are accounted as the salt of the earth and the savor of men;
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40 They are called to be the savor of men; therefore, if that salt of the earth lose its
savor, behold, it is thenceforth good for nothing only to be cast out and trodden under
the feet of men. (D&C 101)

13 But if the Gentiles will repent and return unto me, saith the Father, behold they shall
be numbered among my people, O house of Israel.

14 And I will not suffer my people, who are of the house of Israel, to go through among
them, and tread them down, saith the Father.

15 But if they will not turn unto me, and hearken unto my voice, I will suffer them, yea, I
will suffer my people, O house of Israel, that they shall go through among them, and
shall tread them down, and they shall be as salt that hath lost its savor, which is
thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of my
people, O house of Israel. (3 Nephi16)

I appreciate your insight into this chapter. As an amateur student of Isaiah I find the
new layer of meaning you bring up very revealing and poignant. It impacts me in ways
that I had not considered although I have invested a lot of time reading [edit, I don’t
publish any names of institutions or people on the blog (PR)], a noteable LDS
scholar of Isaiah. Would you explain the process of how these insights come to you? Do
you see them in vision; or do you feel the Holy Spirit’s witness like ideas downloading
into your heart and mind; or is there a messenger or voice that gives the inspiration to
you? [The Lord instructed me to do this BofM Thoughts. I am to simply read
verse by verse and write. I remember things I have seen before and
sometimes I am shown things as I write. Other times I go to the Lord to ask
questions. It is a revelatory process. It is called BofM Thoughts because
these are my thoughts and revelations, but you are to take what you read
and receive your own revelations and witness. Whatever witness you
receive will become your own scripture. PR]

Very interesting take, I found that the Lord reveals His mysteries in layers, I was reading
this scripture I thought of the condition of our Nation at this time and how here Isaiah
speaks to in layers to Jerusalem and to The United States, to Their people about their
wickedness, but it comes down to the people of the covenant, the people of God, and
they that had brought this curse upon them, our Nation now also is cursed and Isaiah
speaks to us now the people of the church because they have lost their way, the salt of
the Earth has lost its savory, we are under judgment.

It just reads like the Lord will take away the pride filled idolatrous facade from those
who, as he bemoaned in the last chapter will not “cease ye from man” (arm of the
flesh?)... and according to Isaiah’s writings, that external stripping of pride and idolatry
and self absorption comes by force. The Assyrians did it to Israel. Someone will do it to
us. Ihave to ask. In your opinion, what is the fastest most sure-fire way to strip ones
self of pride (without external compulsion)? [Self evaluation, fasting, and prayer
usually helps me to keep it together. I also have a career where I am both
loved and hated, which continually reminds me that I am nothing and all
that I have is a gift from God. Keeps me humble. PR] We are past the point, as a
nation, of no return- correct? [Yes, that is correct. The Lord in His mercy is
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allowing the wickedness to ripen as the people take sides, choosing where
they will stand before the judgments begin. PR]

I am unsure how to ask this question. I'll just try: Does vs 1-12 talk about either a shift
in who leads the Lord’s people in the latter day end times (moving away from the
outward church below or “telestial” church towards inward church above or “terrestrial’
church)... or maybe these verses talk about a returning of priesthood power
(relationship with the Lord) back to the Jews? The next chapter gave me cause to
reflect on this chapter with the 7 women taking hold of one man -vying for a renewed
priesthood relationship with the Lord... I don’t think either of these chapters do much
good being read without allowing the context of both chapters to permeate

together. Anyhow, I might be off. But I am fascinated with the implications! [These
chapters deal with the fall and corruption of the Church of the Gentiles and
the awakening of the House of Israel, the rise of the Elect. PR]

Isaiah 4 — Beautiful Zion — 2 Nephi 14:1-6

1 And in that day, [when Zion is established] seven women [the perfected saints]
shall take hold of one man [shall wrest the power from previous authority],
saying: We will eat our own bread [we have our own priesthood (relationship)
from the Lord], and wear our own apparel [our own authority from Him]; only
let us [we shall] be called [of God] by thy name [in thy place] to take away our
reproach. [God’s condemnation upon the people]

For many, this scripture is a polygamous prophecy. This is not the meaning
behind Isaiah’s use of this symbolic imagery. The word “seven” denotes
perfection, particularly of those who are prepared for a terrestrial glory.
The word “women” is used in this scripture to denote one who is preparing
to know the Lord. Isaiah’s use of this word is to imply that they come from
those not having priestly authority, which in the last days will be both men
and women, and not from any authority of “man.” Verse 1 above is similar
in meaning to 2 Nephi 13:1-12.

2 In that day shall the branch [The extended House of Israel — New

Jerusalem] of the Lord be beautiful and glorious; the fruit of the earth [Those
gathered unto it] excellent and comely [desirable] to them that are escaped of
Israel. [those of the House of Israel that escape the destructions and are
gathered unto it]

3 And it shall come to pass, they that are left [reside] in Zion and remain in Jerusalem
shall be called holy, every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem— [These
shall have the mark of God upon them.]

4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion [removed
the wicked from among the church], and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem
from the midst thereof [made them holy, even their very DNA] by the spirit of
judgment [Gift of the Holy Ghost] and by the spirit of burning. [Baptism of Fire]
The “daughters of Zion” is always a reference to a later generation of God’s
covenant people that have gone astray. See Moroni 10:31
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5 And the Lord will create upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon her
assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night [the
Shekinah, or glory of God’s protection]; for upon all the glory of Zion shall be a
defence.

6 And there shall be a tabernacle [covering] for a shadow in the daytime from the heat,
and for a place of refuge, and a covert from storm and from rain. [God will shield His
people from the destruction which will cover the earth before His coming.]

Questions and Comments:

Thank you so much for doing this project and especially for the explanation of verse 1. A
few years ago, when I was bothered by that verse, the Holy Ghost pointed out that
although seven women take hold of one man and make an offer, the verse does not say
anything about him marrying any of them, let alone all of them. (The women simply
make an offer, that is all that is written.) It calmed me down then but it wasn’t until now
that I realized the Lord was trying to soothe my fears so perhaps I could see and learn
the symbolism, but I never asked anything further about the verse. I am learning so
much as I read here; thank you for doing the work the Lord asked so others like me have
a chance to learn what we have missed all our lives!

Yes, as others have said.... thank you for verse 1. Vs 4:

When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion [removed the
wicked from among the church], and shall have purged the blood of Jerusalem from the
midst thereof [made them holy, even their very DNA] by the spirit of judgment [Gift of
the Holy Ghost] and by the spirit of burning. [Baptism of Fire] Back in 1 Nephi 20,
Nephi clarified Isaiah 48 by adding that Israel at that time were familiar with baptism.
See: “Hearken and hear this, O house of Jacob, who are called by the name of Israel, and
are come forth out of the waters of Judah, or out of the waters of baptism,” That last
part is not in the kjv bible... and most everyone else outside Mormonism, I think, would
say Ancient Israel did not practice baptism. I always look for clues that they could have
or did. Could verse 4 of 2Neph 14 also have some reference to baptism by water? The
gospel of Jesus includes baptism by water and by fire and vs 4 seems to be able to match
that description. [At the time of Isaiah, Israelites were under the covenant as
a people, so they were not required to receive the baptism of water
individually. This changed for the Jews in Judea when John began to
baptize them. The Jews saw this and understood what John was doing. It
meant that their old covenant was no longer valid. Isaiah may have been
alluding to an individual baptism and that they must partake of the New
Covenant of Christ. In the Americas we see baptism also, as people who had
lost their way had to renew their covenants to the Lord. PR]

See that’s what I was taught. To me, it is interesting that Nephi added to or clarified
Isaiah 48 to include a reference to baptism. ... Oh...ok... wait I can see what you are
saying now and that makes sense.

I appreciate your explanations for verse 1. Having rejected the thought that this verse
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was referring to the return of polygamy long ago, the only thing I could come up with
was that seven (meaning basically everyone) would take hold of one man (Jesus Christ)
and say “save us”. I like this thought but didn’t know how the food and clothing fit in.
Thank you for your further illumination.

Isaiah 5 — The Transition to the Kingdom of God — 2
Nephi 15:1-30

1 And then will I sing to my well-beloved [my God] a song of my beloved [my
Redeemer], touching his vineyard [Kingdom]. My well-beloved hath a vineyard in a
very fruitful hill. [Christ will bare much fruit (enlarging souls) in this
covenant world.]

2 And he fenced it [gathered it together], and gathered out the stones

thereof [removed the obstacles], and planted it with the choicest vine [messengers
of the Word, the 4th estate], and built a tower [a church] in the midst of it, and
also made a wine-press therein [working organization which would require
sacrifice to bring forth the fruit]; and he looked that it should bring forth

grapes [fruit, or partakers of Christ’s gift], and it brought forth wild

grapes. [those who rebelled against God.]

This verse, as with many of Isaiah’s writings, has both a relevance to
Isaiah’s day, and our own. A relation to both the Old Covenant or the
Mosaic law, and the New Covenant (since the time of Christ); which is
simply a more complete law that brings one from a telestial to a terrestrial
glory.

3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem [the church], and men of Judah [the Jews],
judge [think and decide], I pray you, betwixt [between] me and my

vineyard. [what I have done for my Kingdom]

4 What could have been done more to my vineyard that I have not done in it?
Wherefore, when I looked that it should bring forth grapes [exalted sons and
daughters] it brought forth wild grapes. [no fruit, telestial]

5 And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard [Kingdom]—1I will take
away the hedge thereof [organization, church], and it shall be eaten up [wiped
clean]; and I will break down the wall thereof [the leadership], and it shall be
trodden down;

6 And I will lay it waste; it shall not be pruned nor digged [it shall not be
reestablished]; but there shall come up briers and thorns [coming forth
uninspired men]; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. [My
Spirit shall not enlighten them.]

7 For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts [Kingdom of the Lord] is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah [Jews] his pleasant plant [original covenant]; and he looked
for judgment [separate them for good], and behold, oppression [but they were
separated for wickedness]; for righteousness, but behold, a cry. [The righteous
cry out to Him.]

8 Wo unto them [cursed are they] that join house to house [who mingle their
beliefs and loyalty], till there can be no place, that they may be placed alone in the
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midst of the earth! [Without friends or a homeland — this was the curse that
befell the Jews, and the those who abandon their covenant with God in the
last days.]

9 In mine ears, said the Lord of Hosts, of a truth many houses shall be desolate [Many
belief systems shall be destroyed], and great and fair cities without

inhabitant. [War and desolation.]

10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of a homer shall yield an
ephah. [famine of both the land and also hearing the word of God]

11 Wo unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may follow strong drink,
that continue until night, and wine inflame them! [Those who are drunk with
denial and choose to not remain serious and focused in their devotion.]

12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine are in their feasts; but they
regard not the work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of his hands. [They
seek pleasure and do not seek to know Him.]

13 Therefore, my people [Christ’s church] are gone into captivity [of the
Adversary], because they have no knowledge [of the true nature of Lord]; and
their honorable men are famished [their priesthood leaders are without the
Spirit], and their multitude dried up with thirst. [their congregations suffer for
lack of spiritual leadership]

14 Therefore, hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure; and
their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend
into it. [Hell]

15 And the mean [uncharitable] man shall be brought down, and the mighty

man [men of power and authority] shall be humbled, and the eyes of the

lofty [vain] shall be humbled.

16 But the Lord of Hosts shall be exalted in judgment [shall exalt those who are
righteous], and God that is holy shall be sanctified in righteousness. [Make holy that
which seeks His will.]

17 Then shall the lambs [pure in heart] feed after their manner [be fed with the
Spirit], and the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat. [The defiled
churches of the prideful ones shall preach to those who are strangers to
God.]

18 Wo unto them that draw iniquity [lead others in binding cords of sin] with
cords of vanity [pride], and sin as it were with a cart rope; [to hold steady by
manipulation or force]

19 That say: Let him make speed, hasten his work, that we may see it; and let the
counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it. [Those
who doubt the prophecies and dismiss the word of God because they seek
evidence. This is common amongst many Christian groups today who
change the meaning of the commandments and prophecies to adapt to
cultural trends.]

20 Wo unto them that call evil good, and good evil, that put darkness for light, and light
for darkness, that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! [We are living the
fulfillment of this prophecy today.]

21 Wo unto the wise in their own eyes and prudent in their own sight!
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22 Wo unto the mighty to drink wine [drunk with their own power], and men of
strength to mingle strong drink; [who let their positions give them pride]

23 Who justify the wicked for reward [who reward the loyalty of the wicked], and
take away the righteousness of the righteous from him! [Take away the opportunity
to follow God.]

24 Therefore, as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, their
root [priesthood authority] shall be rottenness [wither and die], and their
blossoms [blessings and approval] shall go up as dust; because they have cast away
the law of the Lord of Hosts, and despised [have not honored] the word of the Holy
One of Israel.

25 Therefore, is the anger of the Lord kindled against his people [church], and he hath
stretched forth his hand against them, and hath smitten them; and the hills did tremble,
and their carcasses were torn in the midst of the streets. [actual devastation that is
yet to come] For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out
still. [and there is more judgments to come after that]

This is again a direct prophecy regarding those of the church in the last
days. Particularly, those who have been lulled away by the gross sins of
their leaders.

26 And he will lift up an ensign [a call to gather] to the nations from

far [throughout the world from a distance], and will hiss unto them from the end
of the earth [It will be shared amongst all people]; and behold, they shall come
with speed swiftly; none shall be weary nor stumble among them. [The gathering of
Israel will commence under the direction of the Lord and His servants.]

27 None shall slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed [they
shall not be weary], nor the latchet of their shoes be broken; [nor the means of
their transportation be delayed]

28 Whose arrows [defenses] shall be sharp, and all their bows bent [all
preparations ready], and their horses’ hoofs shall be counted like flint [movements
with precision], and their wheels like a whirlwind, their roaring like a lion. [Great
power in their transportation and works.]

29 They shall roar like young lions [with power and great energy]; yea, they shall
roar, and lay hold of the prey [power to gather the Elect, see Matthew 24:27-29],
and shall carry away safe [The literal carrying away to safety the Elect of God to
Zion], and none shall deliver. [none shall inhibit them]

30 And in that day they [the Lord’s servants] shall roar against them like the roaring
of the sea [The judgment of God, the acts of the servants, shall come upon the
wicked with no resistance.]; and if they look unto the land [curse the land],
behold, darkness and sorrow, and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof. [God
shall be their sword.]

This chapter of Isaiah is specifically about the rise of the 4th estate. Who
are these people? They are both men and women, people who are obscure
to the world, who are awakening to their foreordained mission to save the
souls of the House of Israel. These are among the 144 thousand, the Just
Men and Women Made Perfect through that which they suffer, the
Dominions of Angels whose hearts remember the promises of the Fathers
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to redeem Israel, that the Lord’s purposes are not wasted at his coming.
(D&C 2:1-3)

Questions and Comments:

{This is again a direct prophecy regarding those of the church in the last days.
Particularly, those who have been lulled away by the gross sins of their leaders.}

I'm having a hard time thinking of real examples of this. [I edited this portion
because it refers to a specific institution or person. PR] Is that what it is
referring to? [When I refer to the “church,” this is a modern church that
originally had a covenant and has since lost it. This can be interpreted
different ways. I would advise each person to follow the Spirit to determine

your own revelation.]

Once again wonderful. So much light. Can you expound upon the thought of the
suffering of the Just Men and Women. Is this required in each condescension as it
currently appears? When if ever does self sacrifice end for those who choose the path of
Godliness? Thank you. [The Lord rests on the 7th period. Every condescension
brings a sacrifice, and also a beautiful blessing. So, it is so worth it. PR]

In verse 27 and 28, is the “transportation” described where servants and those saved
travel instantly from one place to another place (a place of refuge) by means of the
spirit? Like the Lord instantly translocates the rescued individuals and His servant
helping them to where they all need to be? [This will occur, but there will be
groups that will travel by land. (PR)]

How can we help family members and loved ones “who have been lulled away by the
gross sins of their leaders” to awaken to the truth that they have been living man-made
doctrines mingled with scripture and following a man who has taught that he stands
between them and Christ, [Edit]? [My advice would be to pray for revelation and
follow the Spirit, that you can say or do at the very moment what is needed
to awaken someone from their slumber. It helps to bear testimony that we
must go directly to the Lord and have no person stand between us and Him.

(PR)]

In your comments above, you mentioned the 144k being made perfect through their
suffering. Can you elaborate on this concept? Is this the normal day to day hardships
and challenges of life or something more? [Part of it is the day to day and unique
challenges each of us face, but for the 4th estate there is more. Their
sacrifice and suffering is unique, but I can’t elaborate other than to say it is
not the same as Jesus in His life. (PR)] I have a dear friend who has the belief
that in order to be a “a Savior on Mount Zion”, the 144k must suffer as a “proxy savior”
(similar to King Hezekiah in the Bible) for those individuals they will gather or save.
This person has had severe health issues for a long time and believes that their suffering
is necessary to pay the price for being one of the 144k. What is your understanding of
this idea? [A proxy savior is an interesting way of describing it. The 144k are
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tied to the House of Israel since before the foundation of the world. They
are vested in helping to save them in the Kingdom of the Father. Their
missions are often obscure, and involve great sacrifice. Rarely are their
identities known or remembered, but their lives are glorious. however,
those who will be the gatherers in the end of times will be amazing to
behold. (PR)]

What similarities, if any, do you see with the traveling Israelites being given the lower
law, AND the “modern church” you reference above losing the covenant they once had?
[Both groups become corrupted by allowing themselves to seek the pride of
the world instead of the glory of God. Their leaders lead the people away
from truth and mingle their teachings with that which is unholy. PR]

Isaiah 6 — Isaiah’s Ascension — 2 Nephi 16:1-13

1 In the year that king Uzziah died, I saw also the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and
lifted up [In the highest heavens], and his train [hosts of angels] filled the
temple. [Isaiah’s first ascension / Second Comforter]

2 Above it stood the seraphim [Highest Angels]; each one had six wings [six
angels]; with twain he covered his face [with two he guarded his Throne], and
with twain he covered his feet [with two he guarded the 2nd Heaven], and with
twain he did fly. [with two the angels did descend to the First Heaven]

3 And one cried unto another, and said: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts; the whole
earth is full of his glory. [The angels praise God continually and observe.]

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried [the entrance to the
presence of the Lord opened at the voice of those who exercise faith] and the
house was filled with smoke. [glory, or light and knowledge]

5 Then said I: Wo is unto me! [I will die!] for I am undone [I am unprepared];
because I am a man of unclean lips [T am a man with sins]; and I dwell in the midst
of a people of unclean lips [a sinful people]; for mine eyes have seen the King, the
Lord of Hosts.

6 Then flew one of the seraphim [messenger angels of the Most High] unto me,
having a live coal [former covenant] in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs
from off the altar; [administered to me from the altar of God]

7 And he laid it upon my mouth [gave it to me to partake], and said: Lo, this has
touched thy lips [and I partook when I called upon God in mighty prayer, an
awakening]; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged. [Isaiah was
reminded that he was clean. He was made clean by the baptism of fire, and
then a garment of light was placed over him when he entered the Throne to
calm the overwhelming fear that comes upon someone of this world
entering the Throne for the first time. Read more about Isaiah’s
experiences in A Witness of the Temporal Realm, pg. 137-140.]

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?
Then I said: Here am I; send me. [Isaiah spoke with the Lord face to face.]
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9 And he said: Go and tell [prophecy to] this people—Hear ye indeed [they will
hear my words], but they understood not; and see ye indeed [they will see], but
they perceived not.

10 Make the heart of this people fat [prick their hearts that they are full], and
make their ears heavy [speak bluntly that they can hardly stand to listen], and
shut their eyes [don’t let them shut their minds]—Ilest they [in hope that they
will] see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and
be converted and be healed.

11 Then said I: Lord, how long [will I do this]? And he said: Until the cities be wasted
without inhabitant, and the houses without man, and the land be utterly desolate;

12 And the Lord have removed men far away, for there shall be a great forsaking in the
midst of the land. [The Lord showed Isaiah that most would not repent and
that the land would be cursed.]

13 But yet there shall be a tenth, and they shall return, and shall be eaten, as a teil tree,
and as an oak whose substance is in them when they cast their leaves [a portion that
lives on when the tree dies]; so the holy seed [remnant of the House of
Israel] shall be the substance thereof.

This chapter is interesting in that it gives a detailed account of Isaiah’s
experience coming to God, and also what he was called to do with the
eventual outcome. The Lord tells him that a tenth would survive the first
Diaspora of the Jews, which occurred when Babylon took Jerusalem about
a hundred years later (circa 597 BC). A similar pattern will affect the
America’s when this country has reached its fullness of iniquity as the Lord
pours out His judgments upon the earth.

Questions and Comments:

Verse 10

“Make the heart of this people fat [prick their hearts that they are full], and make their
ears heavy [speak bluntly that they can hardly stand to listen], and shut their eyes [don’t
let them shut their minds]—lest they [in hope that they will] see with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and be converted and be healed.”

Who is doing this blunt speaking with those who are hardening their hearts

today? [This will be the rise of the two last days prophets, the Davidic
Servant of the old Jerusalem, and the Lamanite prophet of this hemisphere.
They will speak boldly to the kings of the earth and will die a martyrs death,
as did Isaiah, in Jerusalem. There will also be thousands of servants of the
Lord calling the people to repentance (the 144k). However, much of this
won’t come into play until the wrath of God begins to be unleashed upon the
earth. Until this time, the scriptures are opened to us and some people are
beginning to awake.]

Is there an Isaiah figure today? [I would say Joseph Smith.] It seems like there is
soothing political correctness instead... is this speaking blunt requirement of the Lord’s
mouthpiece on hold at the moment? [This is much like things were at the time of
Lehi. The times were very political in their discussions. Those who believed
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in a more progressive view of the laws, and those who held to the
traditional views. Both camps openly debated in public. Yes, we have many
prophets amongst us today. The calling out of for the people to turn to God
by His appointed prophets will become even more pronounced in the
future.]

Isaiah 7 — Mercenaries Shall Gather — 2 Nephi 17:1-25

1 And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of
Judah, that Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekahthe son of Remaliah, king of Israel, went up
toward Jerusalem to war against it, but could not prevail against it.

2 And it was told the house of David, saying: Syria is confederate [has an

alliance] with Ephraim. And his [King Ahaz] heart was moved [changed], and the
heart of his people, as the trees of the wood are moved with the wind. [fear and
trembling]

3 Then said the Lord unto Isaiah: Go forth now to meet Ahaz, thou and Shearjashub thy
son, at the end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the fuller’s field; [a
surprise visit]

4 And say unto him: Take heed, and be quiet [do nothing]; fear not, neither be faint-
hearted [don’t be spooked] for the two tails of these smoking firebrands [the two
leaders of these threatening armies], for the fierce anger of Rezin with Syria, and
of the son of Remaliah.

5 Because Syria, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah, have taken evil counsel against thee,
saying:

6 Let us go up against Judah and vex it [provoke it], and let us make a breach [a
coup] therein for us, and set a king in the midst of it, yea, the son of Tabeal.

7 Thus saith the Lord God: It shall not stand [it shall not succeed], neither shall it
come to pass.

8 For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus, Rezin; and within
threescore and five years [65 years] shall Ephraim be broken that it be not a people.
9 And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is Remaliah’s son. If ye
will not believe [the Word’s of God] surely ye shall not be established. [your
kingdom shall not remain]

10 Moreover, the Lord spake again unto Ahaz [through Isaiah], saying:

11 Ask thee a sign of the Lord thy God; ask it either in the depths, or in the heights
above. [Like asking: “Do you know the greatest sign of the Lord to His
people?”’]

12 But Ahaz said: I will not ask, neither will I tempt the Lord. [Like responding
impatiently: “I’m not going to answer that!]

13 And he said: Hear ye now, O house of David [O King of this people]; is it a small
thing for you to weary men, [for you to become impatient with men] but will ye
weary [become impatient with] my God also?

14 Therefore, the Lord himself shall give you a sign [Do you know that the Lord
Himself...?]—Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and shall bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel. [God be with us]
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15 Butter [curdled milk] and honey shall he eat [a time of poverty], that he may
know to refuse the evil and to choose the good.

16 For before the child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land that
thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her kings. [The land that thou detest shall
be cursed and Israel shall fall before the Messiah shall come.]

17 The Lord shall bring upon thee, and upon thy people, and upon thy father’s house,
days that have not come from the day that Ephraim departed from Judah, the king of
Assyria. [Just as the Northern Kingdom of Israel was divided from Judah.]

18 And it shall come to pass in that day that the Lord shall hiss [allow the word to
spread] for the fly that is in the uttermost part of Egypt, and for the bee that is in the
land of Assyria. [The mercenaries shall gather.]

19 And they shall come, and shall rest all of them in the desolate valleys, and in the holes
of the rocks, and upon all thorns, and upon all bushes. [the armies will gather all
around]

20 In the same day shall the Lord [the Lord shall allow] shave with a razor that is
hired [The Assyrian king shall be shrewd and cut sharply], by them beyond the
river [Euphrates], by the king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the feet; and it shall
also consume the beard. [they shall decimate the Hebrews]

21 And it shall come to pass in that day, a man [men who survive in their captivity]
shall nourish a young cow and two sheep; [shall barely survive]

22 And it shall come to pass, for the abundance of milk they shall give he shall eat

butter [what little there is left]; for butter and honey shall every one eat that is left in
the land. [a difficult time to survive]

23 And it shall come to pass in that day [after Israel is conquered], every place shall
be, where there were a thousand vines at a thousand silverlings, which shall be for briers
and thorns. [The land shall be desolate and dark.]

24 With arrows and with bows shall men come thither, because all the land shall
become briers and thorns. [Bandits shall inhabit the land.]

25 And all hills that shall be digged with the mattock [What was once a place to
settle], there shall not come thither the fear of briers and thorns [no longer because
of its dangerous circumstances]; but it shall be for the sending forth of oxen, and
the treading of lesser cattle. [Those who meander into harsh lands.]

This chapter of Isaiah was significant to the people of Nephi, for it directly
prophesied of what would befall the Northern Kingdoms. It also prophesied
of the literal coming of the Messiah amongst their people. The chapter also
expresses what happens to a wicked people when they are not righteous. A
similar circumstance would befall the Nephites, and also the people of
America when they reach the time of God’s judgment. Much of the land will
be made desolate where once it was habitable.

As I consider this chapter and its application to our day I see similarities for
what will befall America in the future.

Questions and Comments:
Why is butter/curdled milk and honey a food that symbolizes poverty? When it is said

that a land flows with milk and honey, does that imply it is uninhabited or that there will
be a struggle to inhabit it? [I don’t know. That’s what I was told. I don’t know
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if milk and honey means something similar or slightly different. I know
where you are coming from because I too always assumed it meant the
opposite.

UPDATE: “A land flowing with milk and honey” means that they would have
all that they need. “to eat cream and honey” means to have hardly enough to
survive. If the Lord had said they would have bread and wine and oil, it
would denote a more comfortable circumstance. This is what I have
learned, but check this yourself with the Lord. PR]

In vs 18, can you further explain the symbolism of the fly of Egypt and bee of Assyria?
The fly is a nuisance that spreads filth and disease but the bee is useful. Why these
insects? [The Assyrians would bring eventual blessing to the Hebrews, but
the Egyptians were only death and destruction to them. PR]

Isaiah 8 — Judah Spared from Assyria — 2 Nephi 18:1-22

1 Moreover, the word of the Lord said unto me: Take thee a great roll [formally
documented on a scroll], and write in it with a man’s pen, concerning Maher-shalal-
hash-baz. [Isaiah’s son to be born.]

2 And I took unto me faithful witnesses to record [the date of the prophecy], Uriah
the priest, and Zechariah the son of Jeberechiah.

3 And I went unto the prophetess; and she conceived and bare a son. Then said the Lord
to me: Call his name, Maher-shalal-hash-baz.

4 For behold, the child shall not have knowledge to cry, My father, and my

mother, [Before the child can utter the word “father, mother” the invasion
will begin.] before the riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be taken away
before the king of Assyria. [the meaning behind the name]

5 The Lord spake also unto me again, saying;:

6 Forasmuch as this people [Northern Israel] refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go
softly [refusing to make themselves clean and holy before God], and rejoice in
Rezin and Remaliah’s son [leadership of the Northern Kingdoms];

7 Now therefore, behold, the Lord bringeth up upon them the waters of the

river [armies of destruction], strong and many, even the king of Assyria and all his
glory; and he shall come up over all his channels, and go over all his banks. [He will
cross his boundaries.]

8 And he shall pass through Judah; he shall overflow and go over, he shall reach even to
the neck; and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the breadth of thy land, O
Immanuel. [Deep into Israel.]

9 Associate yourselves, [try and come here (Just try it!)] O ye people [Assyrians],
and ye shall be broken in pieces; and give ear [listen] all ye of far countries; gird
yourselves [prepare to defend], and ye shall be broken in pieces; gird yourselves, and
ye shall be broken in pieces.

10 Take [try to] counsel together, and it shall come to naught [nothing]; speak the
word [command], and it shall not stand; for God is with us.
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11 For the Lord spake thus to me with a strong hand, and instructed me that I should not
walk in the way of this people [not capitulate], saying:

12 Say ye not, A confederacy [an alliance], to all to whom this people shall say, A
confederacy; neither fear ye their fear, nor be afraid. [Isaiah told to tell King
Hezekiah not be afraid of Assyria, but of God.]

13 Sanctify the Lord of Hosts himself [Make yourself holy before the Lord.], and
let him be your fear, and let him be your dread.

14 And he shall be for a sanctuary [your protection] ; but for [Assyria] a stone of
stumbling, and for a rock of offense to both the houses of Israel [a destruction to the
House of Israel], for a gin [trap] and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

15 And many among them shall stumble and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be
taken. [Many of Israel shall fall.]

16 Bind up [strengthen] the testimony, seal [know and live] the law among my
disciples.

17 And I will wait upon the Lord, that hideth his face [shows not Himself] from the
house of Jacob [the people of the covenant], and I will look for him. [seek Him]
18 Behold, I and the children whom the Lord hath given me [Maher-shalal-hash-
baz]are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the Lord of Hosts, which dwelleth in
Mount Zion. [Jerusalem]

19 And when they shall say unto you: Seek unto them that have familiar spirits [that
channel the dead], and unto wizards that peep and mutter [predict the future]—
should not a people seek unto their God for the living to hear from the dead?

20 To the law and to the testimony [of God]; and if they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in them.

21 And they [the armies of Assyria] shall pass through it hardly bestead [with no
avail, unsuccessful] and hungry; and it shall come to pass that when they shall be
hungry, they shall fret [worry] themselves, and curse their king and their God, and
look upward. [pray to their false Gods]

22 And they shall look unto the earth and behold trouble, and darkness, dimness of
anguish, and shall be driven to darkness. [The earth shall spew death upon them.
2 Kings 19:35]

A story that was well known to the Nephites. Similar to the American story
of George Washington’s miraculous defeat of the British. Perhaps more
dramatic for the people of Jerusalem! Why would these chapters be
included in the spiritual history of Nephi? Will God spare the righteous in
such a manner during a future last days event? Yes.

Questions and Comments:

Praise be to God for this project you are doing. what a blessing! ...Isaiah’s wife
Phezbulah! What an absolute gorgeous name! What a beautiful family they had!
Hallelujah! To be able to read more about the kind and good natured heart of a prophet
I dearly dearly love... to see him smiling with encouragement in my mind’s eye has
brought tears to my eyes and has caused my soul to rejoice. I can not thank you enough.
I don’t know about anyone else but reading this chapter today has made my heart sing
out great hymns of praise and adoration to our heavenly KING. My heart is filled with
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light and my joy is as full as it has ever been. I want my praise to rush forth to meet my
KING like seven thousand thunderous hooves of wild and mighty horses galloping into
His realm. I am so humbled to be a recipient of knowledge and truth. I am undone but
even so in that state I am ever grateful.

PR- you are impacting many lives with your translation into simple words so many of us
“find familiar.” I still can’t make sense of so many names that end an “iah” throughout
much of Isaiah. There is something of significant symbolism but I have not been able to
understand it. Thanks for sharing your light as always.

Merci pour vos différents interprétations. Cela ma permi d’avoir une meilleure lecture
des écritures. Que Dieu vous benisse!

Isaiah 9 — The Bricks Have Fallen — 2 Nephi 19:1-21

1 Nevertheless [And so it is], the dimness [lack of understanding] shall not be such
as was in her vexation [frustration], when at first he [Assyria] lightly afflicted the
land of Zebulun, and the land of Naphtali [Northern parts of Israel], and afterwards
did more grievously afflict by the way of the Red Sea beyond Jordan in Galilee of the
nations. [From the Red Sea to the Northern Kingdom, at first the Assyrians
were less in their affliction, and then they came upon the House of Israel
with fury.]

2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light [a great understanding,
knowledge]; they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death [Judah], upon them
hath the light shined. [Blessed]

3 Thou [the Lord] hast multiplied the nation [Judah’s blessings], and increased the
joy—they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest [after the work is
accomplished], and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. [Enjoy the blessings
and freedom.]

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden [you have broken the hand of your
opponent (Salvation)], and the staff of his shoulder [the laws of his delegates
(overcome sin)], the rod of his oppressor. [the power of his army (Satan)]

5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise [without purpose], and
garments rolled in blood [many die]; but this shall be with burning and fuel of

fire. [bodies burned, this is what occurred when the 185,000 Assyrians were
killed by the Angel of God. (fate of those who follow Satan)]

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government [Kingdom of
God, Eternal Life] shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called,
Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of

Peace. [Jesus Christ]

Verse six is explaining the blessings of verse two.

7 Of the increase of government [His Kingdom] and peace there is no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom to order it, and to establish it with judgment and
with justice from henceforth, even forever. The zeal [determination] of the Lord of
Hosts will perform [establish] this.
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8 The Lord sent his word [command] unto Jacob and it hath lighted upon

Israel. [Covenant is passed to the House of Israel.]

9 And all the people shall know, even Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria [those
who rebelled] , that say in the pride and stoutness of heart:

10 The bricks are fallen down [great countries are no longer], but we will build
with hewn stones [but we will build them stronger]; the sycamores are cut

down [the covenant of God is no longer], but we will change them into

cedars. [change them into laws that suit us.]

Such views are embodied in today’s political climate in America and many
parts of the world. I have particular noticed this cultural shift since 9/11.
Similar philosophies occurred amongst the Northern Tribes and apostate
Jews after their destruction by the Assyrians. Overall, this is the philosophy
of Satan, to replace God with his own dominion.

11 Therefore the Lord shall set up the adversaries of Rezin against him [allow their
enemies to conspire against them], and join his enemies together [alliance];

12 The Syrians before and the Philistines behind; and they shall devour Israel with open
mouth. For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretched out still. [The
judgment of God is upon them.]

13 For the people turneth not unto him that smiteth them [They do not seek God’s
protection.], neither do they seek the Lord of Hosts.

14 Therefore will the Lord cut off from Israel head and tail, branch and rush in one

day. [The Lord will cut off their leaders, generals, and couriers in one day.]
15 The ancient, he is the head [A son of perdition, Satan]; and the prophet that
teacheth lies, he is the tail. [False prophet, aligned with Satan]

16 For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are
destroyed. [Kingdom of the Beast]

17 Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young men, neither shall have mercy on
their fatherless and widows; for everyone of them is a hypocrite and an evildoer, and
every mouth speaketh folly [untruthfully]. For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still.

When we read a “stretched out arm,” it implies God gathering or protecting
His people. When we read “hand is outstretched,” it implies keeping at a
distance, or allowing the judgments to come upon them.

18 For wickedness burneth as the fire [starts small and grows quickly]; it shall
devour the briers and thorns [the wicked and evildoers are consumed with
darkness], and shall kindle in the thickets of the forests [shall launch from hidden
places], and they shall mount up like the lifting up of smoke. [They grow is size and
show signs of great destruction.]

I used to think “mount up like the lifting up of smoke” was a description of a
mushroom cloud; however, today I see this as more broad in its application.
19 Through the wrath of the Lord of Hosts is the land darkened, and the people shall be
as the fuel of the fire [The Spirit of the Lord is completely gone.]; no man shall
spare his brother. [no man has empathy for another]

20 And he shall snatch on the right hand and be hungry [steal from one another];
and he shall eat on the left hand [go to another place] and they shall not be satisfied;
they shall eat every man the flesh of his own arm— [resort to cannibalism]
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21 Manasseh, Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manasseh [will fight each other]; they
together shall be against Judah [the Jews]. For all this his anger is not turned away,
but his hand is stretched out still. [And the judgements of God will be made
manifest]

All of Isaiah’s writings are so interesting in that they prophesy of what will
come upon the House of Israel during his time, and also what will befall us
during our time. Few scriptures have a dual prophetic role like Isaiah. For
this reason Nephi specifically included them in his record. As you read this
chapter allow the Spirit to speak to you regarding how this applies toward
what will occur in America and Israel in the last days.

This chapter is very dark, but the coming Isaiah chapters focus on the great
blessings.

Questions and Comments:

In v.15 it stirs my mind to think that Satan will mimic everything Christ does. Like Satan
will have an end time “Davidic-type” Servant. I wonder if Satan’s followers believe that
Satan is the true Messiah. I used to think that they were just fighting against God to stop
Jesus. But sometimes I wonder if they truly believe that Satan is the Savior of

mankind. [He absolutely will mimic Christ’s return. The Kingdom of the
Beast is already preparing for this. The armies of Armageddon will see
themselves as Christ’s soldiers as they fall upon Israel. PR]

A dark chapter indeed. Vs 16 “this people” refers to people led by false prophets into
apostasy? Or is it referring to fallen Israel? Islam, Catholicism? or maybe even a future
(present?) state of Ephraim? LDS? Or do we go back to Nephi’s description of how there
are only two churches, 1. Church of the Lamb of God or 2. Church of the devil/ whore of
all the earth. I ask because vs 2 describes a people, and I assume it’s the people of God
who even dwell in hardship “In the land of the shadow of death” who finally come out of
that darkness being blessed to see a great light (acknowledge and follow the Lord
probably by covenant). Then in vs 8 Jacob receives “his word/light” which is the Lord, I
believe. But then Vs 17 “every one of them is a hypocrite and an evil doer...” Vs 19 “no
man shall spare his brother” and other parts of this chapter... wickedness prevails
(burns as a fire), the land darkens (people turn from the light?)... Where is Zion or the
followers of Jesus in all this? Is this suggesting even Zion fails or stumbles for a

time? Does it make more sense to read this chapter as moving back and forth in time
skipping to different parts of history of the people of God? [I know it appears that I
am translating everything, but I am not. ’'m trying to give the spiritually
sensitive reader a head start. Follow your personal revelation and the Spirit
will guide you. The coming chapters explain where the righteous will be as
this scenario plays out. PR]

I SO need to learn to ask better questions! Thanks for the helpful comment. I know that
the book of Mormon was written for me and my loved ones and those who read it and
come to Christ. I believe Nephi included these chapters because they foretell of an
apostasy of huge proportions among those who hold the book of Mormon dear.
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Covenant, Apathy, Apostasy, Warning, Tribulation, Desolation, and hopefully
redemption if you made it that far. I know how brutal the Assyrian army was 2700 years
ago. Just awful. 2 Nephi 20:22 is hopeful about a few that should prevail ” for though
thy people Israel be as the sands of the sea, yet a remnant of them shall return, the
consumption decreed shall overflow with righteousness” and then an encouragement to
not fear the Assyrians.

This is a reminder of where we are right now as a nation, and as a people of God. Things
will get very dark in this nation for a season, but just like in 3Nephi 8 when the people
cried, and suffered in the dark after the destruction the Light will come back even
brighter, like in 3Nephi13 those same people that were howling, and mourning the loss
of many they got to see the Lord and be blessed greatly.

Is it bad to hope for the tribulation and desolate to come so that I can finally have
Babylon ripped away from me? I just don’t seem to be willing to sacrifice my favorite
telestial hobbies and fleshly delights to be able to seek the Lord with ALL my heart,
might, mind and strength! It’s unfortunate that the world may need to be forcefully
taken from me before I will be truly broken, humble, contrite, and childlike before the
Lord. Alas, this may be how it must go for me (and apparently the great majority of us)
before I receive the Holy Ghost fully like those of 3 Nephi 17.

PR- sorry so long, post part of it or none, but maybe it will help this person. PB wrote:
“I just don’t seem to be willing to sacrifice my favorite telestial hobbies and fleshly
delights to be able to seek the Lord with ALL my heart, might, mind and

strength” Please pardon my intruding unsolicited comment. It’s just that I have been
there. One of the most amazing things that has ever happened to me was when I finally
came to that place in my life where I realized I cannot do “this” (come out of the world,
come unto Christ, Love Him more than all “These Things”) at all by myself. I still do not
understand it all the way but I knew I was tired of my shallow life enough that my desire
to do everything I could do (which was not much) was there. I was afflicted with vices
and Babylon was thoroughly steeped into my daily life in all areas. I had tried several
times to break free on my own with no success. I always slipped back down into my
lowly Telestial station. So, this is my story (briefly): I asked Him to show me how to
develop real intent. I told Him I would do everything He directed me to do. I knew
somehow that I meant it.... which was surprising. I just knew. First thing He directed
was to pray. I had not prayed in years. I began to pray. Then scriptures and conference
talks. I had not done that in years either. I complied. This time I felt a pinpoint of light
burst through my darkness (not suggesting you are in darkness at all PB, but I certainly
was!). I felt the tiniest smallest pin prick beacon of light break through my shadowy
world and rest upon me. I felt hope! Something so beautiful happened. I felt the Savior’s
love pierce my heart. It was warm and rested right behind my solar plexus (breastbone)
and settle there. It felt like when you see a smile from your very best friend celebrating/
encouraging your grand accomplishment. I hadn’t done much but yet I felt like I had
done everything all at once. I felt His wonderful patience. There was so much
compassion and beautiful patience and so much kindness and goodness. I wept openly
that first time I felt it and many times over as I kept going. It had been years. How did I
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forget this. More prayer happened later that day and the same feeling came over me. I
was overwhelmed with gratitude. And this was how I came out of the world. Through
prayer and study I was lead to deeper and deeper levels of meekness where in a matter
of weeks I was willing to submit to anything He directed me to do. I did not want to
jeopardize losing that connection with Jesus. At that time I was introduced to people,
websites, books, podcasts and as I continued, I felt a surge of confidence that if I
continued I would be free of all my vices, doubts and fears. In another week or so, I
knew I was free. To wrap this up, I was prompted to give up tv, radio, talk radio, R rated
movies, fashion, sports watching, worldly music, and other things and replace that with
more refined celestial equivalents. I did it gladly because every step was punctuated with
that glorious celestial love and light. That was 3 years ago almost. It was easy to do
because of Him. Basically, for about 14 months straight I was bathed in His wonderful
light and love almost every day until I was brought sufficiently into His light to where I
could stand on my own feet. You can do this. He will lead you. It is worth every sacrifice.
God bless you!

To PB ~ I find the Lord doesn’t often require us to give everything up all at once. It’s
generally line upon line... Here a little and there a little. (That’s not to say it doesn’t hurt
every time you give up something). My unsolicited advice would be to go in prayer to
the Lord and ask, “what lack I yet?” And then do the one thing He asks you to do. And
once you've given that up, go back and ask again, “what lack I yet?”. Until you find you
have been a rough stone rolling and He finally invites you into His presence.

Thank you MS and TR. That is what I needed to hear. I need to let go of the fear of what
might happen, or what I NEED to do, and just submit and trust in him and believe that
his love is complete and pure. I crave to be back within his loving embrace. 20 years ago
I felt and experienced what you, Mike, describe. I too was lost and had given up caring
about God and didn’t care/believe that he existed. I was in darkness, willing to do any
sin that might come my way. Then one day, in the most unworthy of circumstances, I
called out to Jesus for mercy — with sincerity... And boy did he respond! To make a long
story short... My life was cleaned up instantly and the level of the Spirit and love of God I
was feeling, the discernment I had, the holiness I felt was greater than anything I ever
thought was possible, and it was clear to me that no one around me understood what I
was experiencing. I knew something miraculous was given to being given to me, but I
didn’t understand it (kind of like when the Lamanites were baptized with fire, but didn’t
know it)... Within a few months, I had my mission call. Then, with time, and despite my
zealousness to be the best, most obedient, hardest working missionary I could be, these
feelings faded... After my mission, this turned into laziness and half-heartedness with
my church/spiritual responsibilities... Over the past few years, I've woken up to my
awful situation, and our awful shared situation (if you know what I mean...) but have yet
to be born again — again.... But it is my greatest desire! I need to turn to the Lord fully!
Thank you!

PB- that is fantastic! One thing I know is that He is always ready when we are and He

knows exactly what we are going through and is 100% capable of leading us through it
triumphantly if we will meekly submit to the process of receiving Him and the revelation
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He has for us. God bless you PB

Isaiah 10 — Attack Against Jerusalem — 2 Nephi 20:1-34

1 Wo unto them that decree unrighteous decrees [declarations], and that write
grievousness [evil acts] which they have prescribed;

2 To turn away the needy from judgment [callous in their actions], and to take away
the right from the poor of my people [to exist], that widows may be their

prey, [slavery]and that they may rob the fatherless! [This is the purpose of the
Assyrians, to plunder.]

3 And what will ye do in the day of visitation [when war is upon you], and in the
desolation which shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where will ye
leave your glory? [How will your kingdom stand without God?]

4 Without me they shall bow down under the prisoners [taken captive], and they shall
fall under the slain. [executed] For all this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is
stretched out still. [The judgments are fixed.]

5 O Assyrian, the rod [power] of mine [God’s] anger, and the staff in their hand is
their indignation. [Israel’s own ruling is their undoing.]

6 I will send him [The army of Assyrians to go] against a hypocritical

nation [Northern Kingdom of Israel], and against the people of my

wrath [Israel] will I give him a charge to take the spoil, and to take the prey, and to
tread them down like the mire of the streets.

7 Howbeit he meaneth not so, neither doth his heart think so [The Assyrian king lies
about his intentions]; but in his heart it is to destroy and cut off nations not a

few. [He intends to conquer many nations.]

8 For he saith: Are not my princes altogether kings? [His governor replacements
are better than their Kings.]

9 Is not Calno as Carchemish? Is not Hamath as Arpad? Is not Samaria as

Damascus? [conquered kingdoms of Assyria]

10 As my hand hath founded the kingdoms of the idols [of their own gods], and
whose graven images did excel them of Jerusalem and of Samaria; [Their gods were
greater than the Hebrews.]

11 Shall I not, as I have done unto Samaria and her idols, so do to Jerusalem and to her
idols? [Shall I not even easier destroy you and your god?]

12 Wherefore it shall come to pass that when the Lord hath performed his whole work
upon Mount Zion and upon Jerusalem [The temple and the city], I will punish the
fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria, and the glory of his high looks. [The fall
of Assyria.]

13 For he [king of Assyria] saith: By the strength of my hand and by my wisdom I
have done these things; for I am prudent [cautious]; and I have moved the borders of
the people [destroyed their kingdom and annexed to my own], and have robbed
their treasures, and I have put down [reduced] the inhabitants like a valiant [great
warrior] man;

14 And my hand hath found as a nest [depository] the riches of the people; and as one
gathereth eggs that are left have I gathered all the earth; and there was none that moved
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the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. [I have taken all the riches and there
was no resistance.]

15 Shall the ax boast itself against him that heweth therewith? Shall the saw magnify
itself against him that shaketh it? As if the rod should shake itself against them that lift
it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself as if it were no wood! [Where does the king
get his power? It is not of himself, for God has only allowed it.]

16 Therefore shall the Lord, the Lord of Hosts, send among his fat [rich and proud]
ones , leanness [humility]; and under his glory he shall kindle a

burning [cleansing]like the burning of a fire.

17 And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and his Holy One for a flame, and shall
burn [by the power of God and His angel] and shall devour his thorns and his
briers in one day; [shall his army against my people be destroyed.]

18 And shall consume the glory of his forest, and of his fruitful field, both soul and
body [completely annihilated]; and they shall be as when a standard-bearer
fainteth. [They shall die where they stand, as if fainting.]

This is Isaiah’s direct prophecy regarding how the Lord would destroy the
185,000 man army of the Assyrians.

19 And the rest of the trees of his forest shall be few, that a child may write

them. [Those that survive are a number so few even a child could count
them.]

20 And it shall come to pass in that day, that the remnant of Israel [Northern
Kingdom], and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob [in Jerusalem], shall no
more again stay upon him that smote them, but shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One
of Israel, in truth. [They shall know that the Lord is their support, not the
Assyrians. In God do they trust.]

21 The remnant shall return, yea, even the remnant of Jacob, unto the mighty

God. [Those of the covenant shall again worship God in great faith.]

22 For though thy people Isr